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I can’t believe it. I don’t understand 

what the administration and what our 
Defense Department’s doing. We should 
be going after these people, and we 
can’t go after them with kid gloves. We 
can’t keep—we can’t coddling them. 
These people are terrorists. 

And my colleague from North Caro-
lina that talked about the rules of en-
gagement—now in Afghanistan we have 
military personnel over there that are 
told when and how they can shoot at 
the enemy who may be firing at them. 
And I’ve been told that many of the 
Taliban and al Qaeda terrorists over 
there, if they see they’re going to be 
hit or attacked, they’ll drop their guns 
after firing at the American personnel 
and our NATO allies. It’s just crazy. 
You can’t run a war like that. 

And so I’d like to say to the Defense 
Department and to the President of the 
United States, if he were listening—I 
know I can’t talk to him directly be-
cause I can only talk to the House and 
my colleagues. I can’t talk to the peo-
ple of America, even if they might be 
paying attention. But we can’t run a 
war like this. We have to go after the 
terrorists, no holds barred. If we catch 
them and they’re terrorists we should 
bring them to justice or kill them. It’s 
just that simple. 

And we shouldn’t be holding our mili-
tary personnel like these three Navy 
SEALs up to a standard that’s impos-
sible for them to be able to attain. 
They have to do their job. They risk 
their lives. Many of them get killed 
and come back maimed. I’ve been out 
to Walter Reed and to Bethesda, and 
I’ve seen the horrible things that hap-
pen in war and how they lose their 
arms and legs and are maimed for life. 
But they do that to help us maintain 
our freedom and our democracy, our 
Republic. 

And so I hope that somebody in the 
Defense Department may be listening 
and paying attention, Madam Speaker, 
and in the administration. We need to 
take the gloves off of our men and 
women in combat and let them know 
we’re behind them 100 percent. And 
these Navy SEALs should not be court- 
martialed, as is the case right now. 

We have sent 140,000 petitions to the 
Defense Department asking for this 
case to be dropped. I hope it will be 
dropped. But we are not going to let 
this thing go away. We’re going to 
fight for these Navy SEALs until we 
get them exonerated. If anything, they 
should get medals for what they did. 

f 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR SUP-
PORT OF CUBA’S PRO-DEMOC-
RACY MOVEMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Madam Speaker, inside the 

gulag of prisons in the Caribbean to-
talitarian state of the Castro brothers, 
a few days ago six heroes managed to 
get a statement out of one of the pris-
ons, and I’d like to read it at this time. 

‘‘We continue to suffer cruel treat-
ment, inhuman, degrading treatment, 
and even torture in the Communist re-
gime’s prisons. We ask all who support 
Cuba’s freedom to, between March 12 
and March 31, unite in short periods of 
fasting and study of the Bible, demand-
ing the liberation of all political pris-
oners and liberty and democracy in 
Cuba. Please engage in short fasts and 
prayer sessions in your homes, church-
es, or other public gathering places, 
and speak out in articles and con-
ferences to reflect upon and help imple-
ment, through peaceful, just, and patri-
otic means, the long-sought objectives 
of the Cuban people.’’ 

And this statement is from Oscar 
Elias Biscet, Julio Cesar Galvez, Ri-
cardo Gonzalez, Normando Hernandez, 
Regis Iglesias, and Angel Moya. They 
are in the Combinado del Este prison of 
Cuba. This was sent March 3rd. 

The Parliamentary Forum of the 
Community of Democracies was formed 
this last Friday, Madam Speaker, 
under the leadership of Lithuania, that 
is chairing the Community of Democ-
racies, and especially a magnificent 
diplomat, Ambassador Pavilionis. 

Lithuania led the Community of De-
mocracies to form a parliamentary as-
sembly, the Parliamentary Forum, and 
the first meeting was held in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, on Friday. And the first res-
olution by motion of the new president 
of the Parliamentary Forum of the 
Community of Democracies, President 
Zingeris, the first resolution of that 
Parliamentary Forum of the Commu-
nity of Democracies, I’d like to read. 
It’s titled Calling for Support of Cuba’s 
Pro-Democracy Movement. In the con-
vening meeting, the Parliamentary 
Forum of the Community of Democ-
racies, Vilnius, Lithuania, March 12, 
2010: 

‘‘Whereas the pro-democracy move-
ment in Cuba has grown at a rapid pace 
over the last 3 years, and specifically 
expressions of the movement are evi-
dent today in the explosion of bloggers, 
independent journalists and musicians, 
artists, writers, and others who are 
using their talents to denounce the 
atrocities of the dictatorship, all while 
putting forth new ideas for the transi-
tion to democracy; 

‘‘Whereas there are still extraor-
dinary obstacles to overcome such as 
the continued repression by the totali-
tarian dictatorship, extremely limited 
access to the Internet and ’texting’ ca-
pabilities, and a lack of a coherent 
message of solidarity from the inter-
national community; 

‘‘Whereas the dictatorship is fearful 
of the growth of the pro-democracy 
movement; 

‘‘Whereas the message of the move-
ment is coherent and clear in demand-

ing freedom for all Cuban political 
prisoners, beginning with those are 
gravely ill inside the prisons, freedom 
of expression, and fair multiparty elec-
tions with international supervision; 

‘‘Whereas this common position of 
the Cuban pro-democracy movement 
requires recognition, dissemination, 
and solidarity on the part of the inter-
national community; 

‘‘Whereas now more than ever the 
Cuban pro-democracy movement re-
quires that the democratic community 
take concrete steps to demonstrate its 
solidarity; 

‘‘Now, therefore it is resolved by the 
Parliamentary Forum of the Commu-
nity of Democracies that it condemns 
the brutality of the Cuban regime 
against Cuban political prisoners; 

expresses its full support for the 
Cuban pro-democracy movement; 

honors Cuban pro-democracy fighters 
such as the martyr Orlando Zapata 
Tamayo and express its admiration for 
the efforts of other heroes such as Guil-
lermo Farinas; 

calls for the immediate release of all 
Cuban political prisoners and free 
multiparty elections in Cuba; and 

calls on the democratic community 
to take concrete steps in dem-
onstrating their solidarity with the 
Cuban pro-democracy movement by 
providing humanitarian and techno-
logical assistance to the pro-democ-
racy movement, urging foreign diplo-
matic posts in Havana to strengthen 
contacts with pro-democracy activists 
on the island, encouraging foreign dig-
nitaries to visit Cuba for the sole pur-
pose of meeting with pro-democracy 
activists, and looking for opportunities 
to reiterate and support the common 
position of the Cuban pro-democracy 
movement in the international com-
munity.’’ 

This action by the Parliamentary 
Forum of the Community of Democ-
racies deserves commendation. Those 
heroes in the gulag who are suffering 
today are the leaders of Cuba tomor-
row, and they deserve our support. 

f 

THE RULE OF LAW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, for 
the past, about—I don’t know—12 to 18 
months, I’ve been coming on the floor 
of the House and talking about various 
aspects of the rule of law. The rule of 
law is the underpinning upon which our 
society is built. We’ve talked about 
this over and over. We’ve talked about 
it in terms of ethical issues that per-
tain to people in this House. We’ve 
talked about it in terms of criminal ac-
tions. We’ve talked about it in terms of 
what’s going on with our military. 
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