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panels on every roof in the neighbor-
hood. Moreover, community solar 
projects streamline maintenance and 
optimize energy production by avoid-
ing trees, buildings, and other obstruc-
tions. Whether used by neighbors living 
at the end of a cul-de-sac or developed 
by a rural energy cooperative, creating 
these group solar projects to share en-
ergy is a great way to lower the cost of 
making electricity through the mar-
velous technology of photovoltaic 
units. 

But there is a problem. Our Tax Code 
gets in the way. Why? Well, we have 
seen the Federal Tax Code discourage 
neighborhood solar projects because it 
requires the panels to be on your prop-
erty. To put it simply, Federal law is 
telling Americans they need to have 
their solar panels affixed to their roofs 
instead of being able to partner with 
their neighbors on a community solar 
project. So this discourages innovation 
and slows the growth of solar power as 
an alternative energy source. 

Back to the reason why I am intro-
ducing the SUN Act. It makes a small 
change in the Tax Code so that we no 
longer will be constrained in this inno-
vative solar energy opportunity. By 
eliminating the requirement that the 
solar panel be on one individual’s prop-
erty, it frees Americans to work to-
gether on community projects where 
each individual can claim a tax credit 
on part of a shared project. This simple 
turnkey solution makes it easier to 
adopt and use clean renewable energy. 

As more and more Americans are re-
alizing, weaning ourselves off sources 
of foreign energy is a bipartisan imper-
ative no matter what you think about 
global warming. Back in 2004, Colorado 
took a big step forward into the emerg-
ing clean energy economy when we ap-
proved a renewable electricity stand-
ard—a so-called RES. I know the Pre-
siding Officer supports such a concept. 
It wasn’t an easy transition. There 
were a lot of skeptics who feared set-
ting a goal for renewable energy would 
result in job losses. I remember it well. 
I cochaired the campaign for this RES 
in the State of Colorado with the Re-
publican Speaker of our Statehouse, 
Lola Spradley, who is a close friend. 
She and I toured the State during elec-
tion season in a bipartisan effort. It 
was a surprise to a lot of people, who 
thought Republicans and Democrats 
only fight and disagree. We in fact 
agreed, and we had a wonderful time 
campaigning together. We passed the 
RES. 

Colorado has initiated other efforts 
as well and we have easily created over 
20,000 jobs. We have the fourth highest 
concentration of renewable energy and 
energy research jobs in our country. 
Estimates are that the solar energy re-
quirement in the RES—because the 
RES allows for wind, biomass, and 
other kinds of renewable energies—cre-
ated over 1,500 jobs. 

So what does this tell us? It tells us 
what we already know well—that 
American capitalism can take the 
seeds of an idea and create positive 
economic change. So wherever pos-
sible, our Federal Government should 
encourage, not hinder, such entrepre-
neurial ideas and entrepreneurs. 

Other important issues are at play as 
well. As we find our way out of the cur-
rent recession, we are witness to the 
emergence of powerful economic com-
petitors abroad, and we have an in-
creasingly dangerous alliance on for-
eign fossil fuels. So with these factors 
in mind for our own economic and na-
tional security, Americans must be-
come the world leader in adopting 
clean energy and creating homegrown 
jobs. 

The story must be told that clean en-
ergy is one of the greatest economic 
opportunities of the 21st century. For-
tunately, that is a promise we can 
meet as the global demand for clean 
energy is growing by $1 trillion every 
year. Let me say that again—$1 trillion 
every year. And what excites me about 
this bill, like many measures currently 
being debated here in our Chamber, is 
that it will create jobs for Americans 
in every neighborhood where these 
community solar projects are devel-
oped. 

This bill reduces many of the barriers 
which currently prevent Americans 
from adopting solar energy, opens up 
new markets and creates a simple 
structure to allow people to utilize 
clean energy for their home. 

As I close, I can tell you there is 
nothing more thrilling than making 
electricity, which I do in my own 
home. And then, when you need to use 
it at your home, you use it there. And 
also, when it is not needed, you send it 
back on the grid for your neighbors to 
use. So I urge my colleagues in both 
parties to join me in supporting this 
legislation. 

I thank the Presiding Officer for his 
attention. 

I yield the floor. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ERIC D. CURRIER 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I rise 

today with a heavy heart to pay trib-
ute to the life and service of Marine 
PFC Eric D. Currier of Londonderry, 
NH. This young soldier died from 
wounds inflicted by an enemy sniper in 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan, on 
February 17, 2010. Private First Class 
Currier was just 21 years old at the 
time of his death. A rifleman, he was a 
member of the 3rd Battalion, 6th Ma-
rine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, II 
Marine Expeditionary Force based at 
Camp Lejeune, NC, and was deployed to 
Afghanistan in January. 

Eric was born in Massachusetts but 
moved to my home State of New Hamp-
shire when he was in the eighth grade. 

He continued his schooling in London-
derry and graduated from Londonderry 
High School in 2007. Like many in 
northern New England, Eric was an 
avid outdoorsman. He began fishing 
with his grandfather at the age of 
three. He enjoyed camping trips with 
his brothers and was a skilled hunter. 
He spent many summer days boating, 
fishing and swimming while staying 
with his grandparents on Plum Island 
in Massachusetts. Eric even met his fu-
ture wife, Kaila Parkhurst, while ca-
noeing on the Saco River as a teenager. 
He was a fine young man, friendly and 
outgoing, who cared deeply for his fam-
ily. Army PVT Brent Currier, Eric’s 
brother, describes him as the hero of 
his seven siblings. 

Eric enlisted in the Marine Corps in 
March 2009 with a desire to serve an 
important cause and make his family 
proud. He most certainly accomplished 
those goals. Private First Class Currier 
selflessly joined the men and women of 
our armed services who give of them-
selves each day so that we, as a nation, 
might enjoy freedom and security. He 
has earned our country’s enduring 
gratitude and recognition. While Eric’s 
life may have ended too soon, his leg-
acy lives on through the people who 
loved him and through all of us, who 
are forever indebted to him. 

No words of mine can diminish the 
pain of losing such a young soldier, but 
I hope Eric’s family can find solace in 
knowing that all Americans share a 
deep appreciation of his service. Daniel 
Webster’s words, first spoken during 
his eulogy for Presidents Adams and 
Jefferson in 1826, are fitting: ‘‘Al-
though no sculptured marble should 
rise to their memory, nor engraved 
stone bear record of their deeds, yet 
will their remembrance be as lasting as 
the land they honored.’’ I ask my col-
leagues and all Americans to join me in 
honoring Eric’s life, service and sac-
rifice. 

Private First Class Currier is sur-
vived by his wife Kaila; his father Rus-
sell Currier; his mother Helen 
Boudreau and her husband Kevin; sib-
lings Brent, Dylan, Kevin, Melana, 
Cassie, Jake and Alyssa; as well as 
grandparents, in-laws, and others. I 
offer my deepest sympathies to his en-
tire family for their loss, and my sin-
cere thanks for their loved one’s serv-
ice. This young marine will be dearly 
missed; his death while deployed far 
from home is another painful loss for 
our small State and for this Nation. It 
is my sad duty to enter the name of 
PFC Eric Currier in the RECORD of the 
U.S. Senate in recognition of his sac-
rifice for this country and his contribu-
tion to freedom and lasting peace. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, due to 
mechanical trouble that delayed my 
travel to the Senate on March 15, 2010, 
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