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not the right approach. This is the 
wrong policy and it is the wrong proc-
ess; yet the majority is willing to do 
everything possible to pass this bill, 
even over the objections of the Amer-
ican people. 

Just recently, CNN had a poll that 
showed 73 percent of Americans across 
the country would like to scrap the bill 
or start all over; yet now we are being 
told the Democrat leadership may 
deem the bill passed without Members 
of Congress even voting on it. That is 
un-American. It ignores the demo-
cratic process. 

Madam Speaker, we need an up-or- 
down vote. If Congress passes this bill 
without even a vote on it, the Amer-
ican people will be outraged, and right-
fully so. There is a better way. Let’s go 
to work on it. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Madam 
Speaker, just when we thought we had 
heard enough, seen enough, and paid 
enough, the big insurance companies 
are at it again. Seniors are paying 
more for prescriptions, home values 
plummet, savings and retirement ac-
counts disappear, and millions lose 
homes, jobs, and their health care. But 
that didn’t stop the big health insur-
ance companies from announcing pre-
mium increases of nearly 40 percent. 

Look, Madam Speaker, these compa-
nies have some impudence. They have 
to be stopped. Deny, deny, deny. They 
deny coverage. They deny claims. They 
deny care. And last week the CEOs 
came to Washington. It is not enough 
that we have to dodge their lobbyists 
in the Halls of Congress, but they came 
to town, staying at the Ritz on your 
premium dollars, and now they want to 
deny the American people quality, af-
fordable, and accessible health care. 

They know we are in the home 
stretch, and they won’t stop at any-
thing. They will stop at nothing to 
keep us from clamping down on their 
practices. But we are going to stop 
them. Let’s deny them. Let’s vote 
them off the island. I am ready to do it. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. CARTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, words 
that strike fear in the heart of every 
American are, ‘‘I’m from the Federal 
Government, and I’m here to help 
you.’’ 

We have a bill here that people can’t 
read; they are not given the oppor-
tunity to understand. We have smoke 
screens everywhere, backroom deals 
being made that nobody knows what 

they are, all from the Federal Govern-
ment that is here to help you. 

We are going to take over your 
health care, take over about one-sixth 
of the economy, and ‘‘We’re from the 
Federal Government, and we’re here to 
help you.’’ 

By the way, we are even going to 
push this through the House of Rep-
resentatives without a vote, so you 
don’t have to worry about whether 
your Representative stands up for your 
rights or not. Is this the kind of democ-
racy we want? 

This is a bad bill. Give us a straight 
vote, be straight with the American 
people, and let’s let the American peo-
ple know that that man who says 
‘‘We’re here to help you’’ is not going 
to get in their back pocket. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, we 
have been talking about health care re-
form for nearly a century, and cer-
tainly inaction is no longer acceptable. 
The American people voted for and de-
mand reform. They deserve our sup-
port. 

Health insurance reform is about 
cost. These reforms slow the growth of 
health care spending and make health 
care insurance more affordable for ev-
eryone while reducing our deficit. 

Health insurance reform is about 
coverage. These reforms will cover 
nearly all Americans, including those 
with preexisting conditions, and will 
not drop you if you get sick. 

Health insurance reform is about 
competition. It repeals antitrust ex-
emptions for insurance companies and 
brings them into a regulated market-
place to bring down prices for families 
and small businesses. 

Health insurance reform is about 
care. These reforms eliminate copays 
for yearly checkups and screenings and 
ensure that our seniors have access to 
prescription drugs that they can actu-
ally afford. 

Health insurance reform returns con-
trol to mothers, to fathers, to grand-
parents, and families, where it belongs, 
not with insurance companies, not 
with government. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. WALDEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, I was 
a small business owner with my wife 
for nearly 22 years and I served on a 
hospital board, and I support reforming 
the health care system. In fact, I have 
offered up legislation to do that and 
supported other bills, but the way that 

this process is being mismanaged and 
misrun today is not the way to do 
health care reform. There isn’t the 
transparency the American people de-
serve and that is now being denied by 
those in charge. 

We are reading in the press that the 
Senate bill, with all of its barnacles on 
it, may pass this House without ever 
having a stand-up ‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no’’ vote. 
That is outrageous. 

And what does that bill do and what 
do these bills do? They whack Medicare 
$500 billion. Thirty-eight thousand sen-
iors in my district run the risk of los-
ing the Medicare Advantage policies 
that they have. 

This is not the way to do health care 
reform. You should scrap the bill and 
start over on a bipartisan basis. 

I had two amendments to deal with 
rural health care issues adopted unani-
mously in the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, both of which, after the 
committee passed the bill out of the 
committee itself, were stripped out 
somewhere between the committee and 
the House floor, and the Democrats 
wouldn’t even let me offer those 
amendments on the House floor again. 

Stop this process. Let’s do it right. 
f 

STIMULUS AND ECONOMIC 
INDICATORS 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I 
continue to hear my friends on the 
other side of the aisle refer to the stim-
ulus bill as a failed policy, apparently 
in the belief that if you say it over and 
over again it will be true. But it’s not 
true, not by a long shot. 

Last year at this time, the stock 
market was at 6,500 and today it is at 
10,600. One year ago, during the first 
quarter of 2009, GDP came in at a stag-
gering 6 percent decline, but in the last 
quarter of 2009 it rose almost 6 percent. 
And monthly job losses, while not 
where we want them to be, are literally 
20 times better than they were a year 
ago today. 

Some may say this would have hap-
pened anyway and that the stimulus 
had nothing to do with it, but I would 
ask my colleagues, Madam Speaker, to 
consider that would be quite a coinci-
dence, don’t you think, for all those 
economic indicators to begin such a 
dramatic turnaround at precisely the 
time the stimulus passed. Quite a coin-
cidence indeed. 

f 

SUNSHINE WEEK 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, it was 
an interesting irony. When I woke up 
this morning, I heard on the radio that 
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this week has been dubbed ‘‘Sunshine 
Week,’’ meaning that there needs to be 
greater openness and transparency. 

We all agree that we need to do ev-
erything that we can, as my Demo-
cratic colleagues have said, to increase 
competition and bring the cost of 
health insurance down. We all agree 
that that needs to be done. But, 
Madam Speaker, this measure will not 
accomplish that at all. We have com-
monsense solutions that I believe we 
can utilize and implement in a bipar-
tisan way. 

So here we are in the midst of Sun-
shine Week, and as my colleagues have 
been saying: What is it that is hap-
pening? We are seeing every effort 
made to try and avoid the kind of 
transparency, disclosure, and account-
ability that were promised in that doc-
ument, ‘‘A New Direction for Amer-
ica,’’ that then-Minority Leader PELOSI 
put forward. 

Madam Speaker, I am convinced, I 
am convinced that we can do better. 
But we need to make sure that, as we 
proceed with this process, we have the 
kind of openness that the American 
people insist upon. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, every process must end. After doz-
ens of hearings on health care, we have 
all of the information that we need to 
create strong legislation to provide 
much needed health insurance reform. 
The American people cannot wait. It is 
time to vote. 

Rising health care costs are crushing 
families and businesses, forcing small 
business owners to choose between 
health care and jobs. This isn’t about 
politics or poll numbers. This is about 
making good on the promise of pro-
viding every American access to high 
quality, affordable health care. This is 
about having the courage to do what is 
right. 

By voting for health insurance re-
form now, we are supporting the mil-
lions of Americans who quietly strug-
gle every day with a system that works 
better for the insurance companies 
than it does for them. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues, Democrat and Republican, to 
join us in helping the American people 
by voting for health insurance reform 
now. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. BACHUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, the 
United States is the largest economy 
in the world. We are bigger than our 
four next competitors, and we got 

there through personal freedom and in-
dividual choice. We didn’t get there by 
government management. 

Now, countries in Europe, we have 
heard a lot about the fact that they 
have government-run health care, but 
that is not America. We are distinct. 
We place our faith in the individual. 
We compete, but we don’t compete 
with the government. 

The Federal Government should not 
be given the power to make health care 
choices for you or your family or to 
force you, as a taxpayer, as a citizen, 
to pay for an abortion when it violates 
your values. 

Let’s listen to the majority of Ameri-
cans. Let’s start over. Let’s have an 
American plan. Let’s work on solutions 
that are consistent with our traditions 
of choice, freedom, and put our faith in 
the individual, not the government. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of finally passing 
health reform. 

This bill is the product of countless 
hearings, hundreds of amendments, and 
a full year of national public debate. It 
is time to vote. 

According to the Robert Wood John-
son Foundation, without reform, 
health care costs for American families 
will rise by as much as 79 percent in 
the next 10 years. That is 
unsustainable for taxpayers, for small 
businesses, for families. 

The bill we will pass this week will 
take the necessary steps to rein in 
these costs. It creates incentives to re-
duce preventable hospital readmission; 
it eliminates wasteful overpayments to 
Medicare Advantage plans; and it in-
creases our capabilities to fight fraud, 
waste, and abuse. 

Passing health reform means lower 
costs for patients, better access to 
higher quality care, and, at long last, 
accountability for insurance compa-
nies. 

I urge all of my colleagues, Demo-
crats and Republicans, let’s move our 
Nation forward by passing health re-
form this week. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam 
Speaker, the American people are 
speaking, and I think we should listen 
even as the House leadership again pre-
pares to force through a partisan gov-
ernment takeover of health care. 

The bill includes hundreds of billions 
of dollars in new taxes and more than 

$1 trillion in new government spending. 
Strong-arm tactics and legislative gim-
micks should not be used to jam 
through a bill which will impact the 
life of every single American. 

We need to focus on true reform 
which lowers health care costs, limits 
unnecessary lawsuits, and expands ac-
cess by allowing purchasing across the 
State lines for health insurance, not 
simply a takeover which we already 
know will not control costs. 

That is the type of reform Americans 
want, not this one-size-fits-all ap-
proach, putting bureaucrats between 
doctors and their patients. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. I had a remarkable 
American in my office this morning, 
Gary Hall, who won five golds, three 
silvers, and two bronzes in three Olym-
pic Games in freestyle swimming, a re-
markable person. And he told me a 
story about having insurance for 12 
years while he was in the Olympics, 
but then after he lost the Olympics, he 
couldn’t get insurance. Do you know 
why? He has diabetes. 

Here is a guy who won gold, silver, 
and bronze medals and couldn’t get in-
surance in America because he had dia-
betes. And the reason he couldn’t get 
insurance in America is that we 
haven’t passed our health care reform 
bill yet. 

In the next few days, we are going to 
put up at least 216 votes, I hope, green 
lights on that board, to pass health 
care reform so that Gary Hall can get 
insurance; and even if you haven’t won 
a gold medal, you can get insurance if 
you have diabetes. And these people 
who are smoking something, I don’t 
know what, who think we aren’t going 
to take a vote on this, I am going to 
take a picture of this board to show 
you the votes, because the green lights 
are going to be to make sure that peo-
ple with diabetes can get insurance, 
and the red lights will be you can’t get 
insurance even if you have won a gold 
medal. That is not right. It is going to 
change in this country. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JENKINS. There are many prob-
lems with the Senate’s government 
takeover of health care, problems with 
cuts to Medicare, problems with the 
Cornhusker kickback, problems with 
the massive job-killing taxes, problems 
with Federal funding of abortion, but 
the latest problem is that the majority 
doesn’t have the votes to pass it. 
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