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Ms. CHU. It’s as simple as this: Are 

you for what the insurance companies 
are doing, or are you against it? Do you 
think it’s right to cut your mother off 
her insurance because she’s had a cata-
strophic cancer? I don’t. Do you think 
it’s right to deny your sister insurance 
because she had a cesarean section? Do 
you think it’s right for insurance com-
panies to raise rates 39 percent all at 
one time, forcing businesses to choose 
between health care or firing people? I 
don’t. 

If you think it’s right for the insur-
ance companies to do this to your son, 
daughter, or mother, join the Repub-
licans in opposing health care reform. I 
don’t think it’s right. In fact, I think 
it’s an outrage. That is why I know we 
must pass health care reform now. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. REHBERG. Today, as million of 
Americans around the country fill out 
their brackets, March Madness is in 
the air. Unfortunately, the madness 
isn’t restricted to the basketball court. 
As Congress rushes to pass a health 
care bill that is so bad even the major-
ity party can’t stomach it, we’ve got 
our own case of March Madness right 
here in Congress, but ours is worse. 

With March Madness, every game is 
played on TV in full view of the Amer-
ican public; in House Madness, the leg-
islation is written in secret behind 
closed doors. In March Madness, you 
play for bragging rights; in the House 
bill in House Madness, it’s matters of 
life and death, one-sixth of the na-
tional economy, and more than $1 tril-
lion in tax dollars. 

In March Madness, the team with the 
most points wins. In House Madness, 
you rewrite the rules with procedural 
tricks so that the team with fewer 
votes can win. It’s time to blow the 
whistle, call a foul, and stop this Mad-
ness. 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I 
come here to let you know my mother 
turned 100 on January 4 after she had a 
broken hip, and 2 days before Christ-
mas another broken hip, and last night 
she broke her femur. And just a few 
minutes ago, they called me to say she 
was in need of a blood transfusion. 

I want you to know the only way we 
kept the mother of four who put all of 
us through college is because of Medi-
care and our insurances. 

Madam Speaker, let us not let Amer-
icans die unnecessarily. This women’s 
sister—my mother’s sister—lived to 
106, and I will do everything in my 

power to be sure that other Americans 
can benefit from the kind of health 
care reform we’re proposing today. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. GUTHRIE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, ev-
eryone wants to make health care 
more affordable and more accessible, 
but for the past year, the majority has 
been working on pieces of a puzzle they 
call health care reform. And now that 
their puzzle is complete, the picture 
doesn’t make any sense. 

Their final image includes billions of 
dollars in new taxes, over $1 trillion in 
new government, increases the pre-
miums of the 85 percent of those who 
have health insurance, and cuts Medi-
care by half a trillion dollars. And I 
continue to hear from Kentuckians 
from home who remain concerned over 
the possible passage of this bill and 
who are frustrated with this process. 

We need to start over. We need to 
piece together better solutions in an 
open and honest system. Now is the 
time to work on incremental reforms 
that will lower the cost of health care 
without spending trillions and bank-
rupting future generations. 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, 2 
weeks ago, I went to dinner with my 
family in New Haven, Connecticut. As 
we left the restaurant, a young woman 
stopped me. She said to me, ROSA, can 
I talk to you for a moment? I’ve been 
waiting for you. I said, Why didn’t you 
come over to the table? She said, I 
didn’t want to disturb you or your fam-
ily. No disturbance. 

I looked at this beautiful young 
woman with tears in her eyes. And she 
said to me, ROSA, I have lung cancer. I 
have lung cancer, and I cannot get the 
kind of help that I need. I can’t leave 
my job because I will not be able to get 
insurance. Preexisting condition is 
killing me. Pass health care reform. 

You don’t know Melissa Marotolli. I 
do, and Melissa Marotolli’s face haunts 
me every single day. And this is not 
just one story. It is writ large across 
this Nation, a people who can’t leave 
their jobs; they can’t get the care they 
need because the insurance companies 
have run roughshod over them. Yes, 
they are rationing health care in this 
country. I know where I stand. I stand 
with the Melissa Marotollis of this Na-
tion. My Republican colleagues stand 
with the insurance companies. 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. SCHOCK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Speaker, this 
bill really is not about health insur-
ance reform. If you watched the Presi-
dent’s televised health care forum, you 
heard them say it time and time again: 
this is about entitlement expansion. 
And that is really where the real de-
bate comes down this center line. Both 
sides agree that there needs to be 
heath care reform. Republicans have 
put forward a thoughtful bill since last 
April promoting reform, competition 
across State lines, covering people with 
preexisting conditions, on and on and 
on. 

But how can my friends on the other 
side of the aisle endorse this bill when 
the Congressional Budget Office, the 
nonpartisan determiner of how much 
these bills cost us, has not come out 
with their cost estimate for this bill? I 
know from my home State of Illinois, 
our Governor is talking about a 50 per-
cent tax increase to pay for $9 billion 
in unpaid Medicaid bills. This bill we 
do know will cost my State of Illinois 
$1.89 billion over 5 years just for their 
match. I don’t know how anyone from 
my State can support this bill. 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TSONGAS. Madam Speaker, 
some of the most egregious insurance 
industry practices in our health care 
system disproportionately harm 
women, and this needs to change. 
Under the current system, women pay 
more and get less and often are denied 
care. If a woman is of a certain age or 
is already pregnant, insurers can deny 
her, of all things, maternity coverage. 
In eight States, it is still legal for in-
surance companies to deny a woman 
coverage if she has been the victim of 
domestic violence. 

These examples illustrate how our 
current system discriminates against 
over 50 percent of the population of our 
country. And that is why I offered a 
motion on this important issue in last 
night’s Budget Committee hearing. My 
Republican colleagues joined me in 
supporting this motion, acknowledging 
that heath care reform must end these 
harmful insurance practices. So many 
of the heath care reforms that are so 
important to women, families, and our 
Nation hang in the balance. We must 
pass these commonsense changes in our 
health care system. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. HERGER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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