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HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, you 
know, for the better part of a year, we 
have devoted the lion’s share of our at-
tention to health care reform, and this 
is where we are today. From the 
Speaker of the House, ‘‘We have to pass 
the bill so that you can find out what’s 
in it.’’ That’s simply unbelievable, and 
it’s wrong. 

You know, I have worked with my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
develop proposals that will lower costs, 
expand access, and improve quality. I 
regret very much where we are today 
in terms of both the policy and the 
process. 

Policywise, there is a lot we don’t 
know. We haven’t seen this reconcili-
ation fix-it bill. We don’t have a score 
from the CBO. We’re talking about 1/6 
of our American economy, but we 
haven’t seen it yet. 

Let’s talk about what we do know, 
the bill that we have seen, the Senate 
health care bill. This bill will increase 
taxes by more than a half a trillion 
dollars. It will slash Medicare by near-
ly a half a trillion dollars, all to create 
a $1 trillion entitlement program. 
Families who purchase coverage in the 
individual market will see an average 
increase in their premium of $2,300. 

This is not the reform the American 
people want. 

Unbelievably, the process is even 
worse than the policy. In the coming 
days, the powerful Rules Committee 
will meet up there in that room on the 
third floor and, according to reports, it 
will use an arrogant manipulation of 
our legislative process. 

I say defeat this bill. The American 
people deserve better. 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. LUJÁN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to ask my friends on the other side 
of the aisle some questions: Why do 
you want to let health insurance com-
panies deny people because of pre-
existing conditions? Why do you want 
people to lose their coverage if they 
lose their jobs? Why do you want to let 
insurance companies drop people when 
they get sick? 

There is a simple choice. Either you 
want to stand up for the American peo-
ple or you want to stand up for insur-
ance companies. It has been clear over 
the last year that my friends on the 
other side of the aisle would rather 
stand up for health insurance compa-
nies. They would rather let insurance 
companies raise their rates by 25 per-

cent like they did in my State of New 
Mexico. They would rather let families’ 
premiums double by 2020, increasing 
from $12,100 to $25,600. They would 
rather let employer premiums increase 
by 98 percent by 2020. 

This reform bill isn’t perfect, but it 
stops insurance companies from deny-
ing people for preexisting conditions, it 
provides more choice, it lowers costs, it 
stops insurance companies from drop-
ping people who are sick, it helps small 
businesses by giving them tax credits, 
and it helps seniors by making pre-
scription drugs more affordable. 

It’s time to act. It’s time to reform. 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. CAMP asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CAMP. Americans do not want a 
government takeover of health care. 
They do not want a 2,000-page bill that 
puts Federal bureaucrats in charge of 
their personal health care decisions. 
They do not want a half-a-trillion-dol-
lar cut to Medicare to fund a new enti-
tlement program. And they do not 
want a half-a-trillion-dollar increase in 
taxes, or $1 trillion in new Federal 
spending. They do not want the back 
room deals that were cut to buy off 
special interests. And they certainly do 
not want a health care bill that will in-
crease the cost of their health insur-
ance. 

But that is exactly what the Demo-
crat bill does. And that is exactly what 
the Democrats are trying to cram 
through Congress this week. If the ma-
jority wants to pass this bill, they 
ought to have the guts to hold an up- 
or-down vote and not try to hide from 
the American people what is really 
being voted on. 

Madam Speaker, Americans do not 
want and can’t afford this bill. Let’s 
scrap it and start over. 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, process, 
process, process. What legislative par-
liamentary process are we using? It is 
a distraction. That is what someone 
talks about when they can’t debate the 
content or they run out of lies or mis-
directions about the substance of an 
argument. 

I don’t think the woman from New 
Jersey is any more interested in our 
process today to guarantee that she 
has reliable coverage than she is con-
cerned about what process the insur-
ance company used to compose the let-
ter saying that because she is sick, her 
coverage is rescinded. She prefers to 
have the guaranteed coverage. 

Do you think a small businessman in 
New Jersey cares what process the in-
surance company used to arrive at a 25 
percent increase in premiums? Or the 
process we use to limit the out-of- 
pocket expenses a person must spend 
for coverage? 

Enough using procedures to stall and 
delay. Let’s get it done, to provide con-
sumer protections for everyone. Let’s 
get it done, to have caps on insurance 
premium increases. Let’s get it done, 
for better health care outcomes. 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 
(Mr. HALL of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HALL of Texas. As we enter into 
the most important and eventful week 
of the 30 years since I have been up 
here, I think of the consequences of the 
votes we will cast, both Republican and 
Democrat. When we passed the health 
bill on this very floor, the Democrats, 
with a 40-vote advantage on the House 
floor, passed H.R. 3962 with only a five- 
vote advantage, which showed that the 
outrageous health bill had been less-
ened in severity in the Commerce Com-
mittee and was softened up enough for 
the Senate to kill it. 

Then a series of Senators negotiated 
gifts they were not entitled to, each re-
ceiving a different consideration, into 
being the coveted 60th vote. If we take 
the floor back, I would consider sub-
poenaing those who may have made the 
overtures to compare it to the law of 
bribery or corrupt deals. I would send 
the results to the Federal and State 
prosecutors. The bribery penalty as set 
out in 18 U.S. Code section 203 is im-
prisonment for not more than a year 
and a civil fine of not more than $50,000 
for each violation. 

I consider offering a bribe, for a per-
sonal benefit, as worse than accepting 
one. Let’s clean up the United States 
Congress and listen to our people 
whose only request is to take back 
their country. 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 
(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to express the concerns of 
Arkansas’s Third District regarding 
health care reform. I have received an 
unprecedented amount of mail because 
the people of Arkansas aren’t in favor 
of the legislative gymnastics and pro-
cedural tricks Speaker PELOSI is play-
ing. It’s inappropriate to play games to 
pass a health care reform bill Ameri-
cans overwhelmingly oppose, a bill 
that represents 16 percent of our econ-
omy. 

The administration called for an up- 
or-down vote with no procedural ma-
neuvering, but Ms. PELOSI and the 
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