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public property. People’s most inti-
mate private health care information, 
warts and all, becomes the property of 
the U.S. Government. The Federal Gov-
ernment grab of health care will elimi-
nate any masquerade of medical pri-
vacy. 

The 111 new Federal agencies in this 
bill, that we have yet to read, will be 
snooping through your records. Talk to 
your doctor, and the government will 
know what you said. You’ve got some 
type of illness or disease, well, the gov-
ernment’s going to know about it. 
Feeling a bit depressed after a family 
death and need some medication? Well, 
the government will even know your 
mental health issues. Now, is this the 
kind of information that should be in 
the hands of Federal bureaucrats, a 
bunch of busybody bureaucrats be-
stowed with the task to go forth and do 
good to the people? 

The famous author C.S. Lewis once 
said, ‘‘Of all the tyrannies, a tyranny 
exercised for the good of its victims 
may be the most oppressive. It may be 
better to live under robber barons than 
under omnipotent moral busybodies. 
The robber barons’ cruelty may some-
times sleep, but those who torment us 
for our own good will torment us with-
out end.’’ 
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See, don’t worry, the bureaucrats 
will boast. It’s for your own good that 
we know this information. It won’t 
hurt too much. 

Once medical records are available to 
the Feds, every government agency 
will want to get their hands on those 
private medical records. That’s just the 
way those bureaucrats work. And every 
American will be required to be a part 
of the Big Brother health care data-
base. 

People won’t talk to their doctor 
anymore about their problems. They’ll 
know somewhere in the deep, dark, 
dank dungeons of Washington, D.C., a 
Federal bureaucrat will be reading and 
perusing their medical records. 

This is an invasion of privacy, and it 
violates the U.S. Constitution. The 
whole scheme denies individual liberty 
when the government takes over 
health care. 

Thomas Jefferson even talked about 
universal health care once. He said: If 
the people let government decide what 
foods they eat and what medicines they 
take, their bodies will soon be in as 
sorry a state as are the souls of those 
who live under tyranny. 

When government takes over health 
care, it will equalize poor health for ev-
erybody. The government takeover of 
health care is not about health and it’s 
sure not about care. It’s about govern-
ment control of our personal lives. And 
this legislation violates our U.S. Con-
stitution because it steals the right of 
privacy right from underneath us, all 
in the name of taking care of us. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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THE SENATE MUST PASS THE 
JOBS BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call on the United States Sen-
ate to follow the House’s lead and pass 
the jobs bill. The House passed the 
HIRE Act last week, and now the Sen-
ate needs to send it to the President 
for his signature. Americans need jobs 
and we need them now. 

My constituents tell me they want 
Congress to quit the bickering and the 
partisan posturing and get to work and 
fix the economy. Wall Street may be 
doing well enough for the bankers to 
reward themselves with big bonuses, 
but folks on Main Street are still hurt-
ing. 

North Carolina’s unemployment rate 
has been above 11 percent for too long, 
and some counties in my congressional 
district are experiencing unemploy-
ment as high as 14.6 percent. More than 
half a million North Carolina workers 
are unemployed according to the new 
figures released by the Employment 
Security Commission. 

I’ve said before and I’ll say it again, 
my top priorities of what we need to be 
doing are jobs, jobs, jobs. The jobs bill 
will provide the incentive companies 
need to put people to work today, giv-
ing employers a tax credit for every 
new worker they hire. 

I recently visited with local business 
leaders at the Erwin Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the Benson Chamber 
of Commerce, and they told me that 
this is the kind of Federal assistance 
that they need to help jump-start hir-
ing in their communities. I think 
that’s true not only in North Carolina, 
but across the country, and Congress 
needs to take action on jobs now. 

The centerpiece of the jobs bill that 
the House passed last week is a hiring 
tax credit, similar to the one I pro-
posed in my HIRING Act of H.R. 4437. 
The bill would encourage business to 
invest by putting labor on sale for a 
limited time, helping small businesses 
expand and grow. 

The bill provides a payroll tax holi-
day to businesses that hire unemployed 
workers that is estimated to support 
roughly 300,000 jobs and encourage em-
ployers to keep those workers longer 
term so they will receive a tax credit of 
$1,000 if they retain them. 

The jobs bill we passed last week also 
included another proposal of mine—to 
support local school construction 
building by providing a tax credit for 
Qualified School Construction Bonds 
that were included in the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act last 
year. It will allow the issuers of Quali-
fied School Construction Bonds to re-

ceive a direct payment from the Fed-
eral Government equal to the amount 
of the Federal tax credit. 

This modification will help North 
Carolina schools access nearly $500 mil-
lion in school construction bonds to ad-
dress our students’ needs and support 
more than 15,000 jobs just in North 
Carolina. You can imagine what it 
would do for the rest of the country. 

Last week I visited a school in 
Franklin County that was being built 
in my district from the first piece of 
these School Construction Bonds, and 
it’s amazing to see what it does for a 
community and how it gives them an 
uplift. 

This provision will create jobs now, 
building the schools of the future. It’s 
a win-win that makes sense, and I urge 
the Senate to pass the HIRE Act now. 
It’ll be like CPR for our economy, and 
I hope the Senate will join the House in 
getting it done. 
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CORPORAL DUSTIN LEE 
MEMORIAL ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, recently I 
introduced H.R. 4639, the Corporal 
Dustin Lee Memorial Act. What this 
bill would do is allow the adoption of 
military working dogs by the family of 
a deceased or seriously wounded mem-
ber of the Armed Forces who was the 
dog’s handler. 

And, Mr. Speaker, beside me I have 
the poster of a family from Mississippi 
whose son was killed for this country, 
Dustin Lee. He was a dog handler in 
Iraq. He was killed by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade, and his dog, Lex, was 
wounded. 

The Marine Corps very kindly, at the 
funeral of Dustin Lee, carried Lex to be 
there with his master, and the family, 
Jerome, the daddy, and the mom, Ra-
chel, asked the Marine Corps to please 
let the dog stay with them. The dog 
had two more years of service. 

This was brought to my attention. I 
called a very dear friend of mine, Gen-
eral Mike Regner, who’s now in Af-
ghanistan, told him the situation and 
said, Mike, is there anything we can do 
to help the Lee family adopt this dog, 
Lex? 

And so, long story short, Mr. Speak-
er, the Marine Corps contacted the Air 
Force, and the adoption took place 2 
years ago in Albany, Georgia. 

I have beside me a photograph taken 
by the family. Lex, the dog, is looking 
at the headstone that’s got an engrav-
ing of Dustin Lee and Lex, and it says, 
‘‘In loving memory of Corporal Dustin 
Jerome Lee.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, what happened was as 
soon as they got the dog home, Lex, 
the German Shepherd, they allowed 
Lex to sniff the boots of their son, 
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