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Iran, saving the lives of many, and en-
hancing the security of our own and 
that of our allies in the region. 

f 

CREATING AMERICAN JOBS 
THROUGH TRADE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow Ambassador Kirk will meet be-
hind closed doors with the House Ways 
and Means Committee. While I appre-
ciate the meeting, why do congres-
sional Democrats refuse to talk in the 
open about creating jobs through inter-
national trade? I am encouraged by the 
administration’s newfound openness to 
promoting American goods and serv-
ices overseas, but the current situation 
is bleak. Nearly one in 10 Americans 
who want work cannot find a job. 

The recent economic downturn 
erased the certainty many families 
came to rely on, and now they turn to 
Washington for solutions. Unfortu-
nately, a health care overhaul with 
new mandates, energy taxes that will 
drive up input costs, and a massive Tax 
Code full of quirks and loopholes add to 
their doubts. To truly grow American 
jobs, entrepreneurs and businesses need 
new markets where they can compete 
to sell their products. We must restore 
American competitiveness to create 
new jobs and a prosperous future. 

With 95 percent of the world’s con-
sumers living outside the United 
States, our ability to compete fairly 
and successfully in these markets is 
vital to our long-term economic 
growth and security. As the President 
said last week, ‘‘We need to compete 
for those customers because other na-
tions are competing for them.’’ 

Today almost one in five U.S. jobs is 
supported by international trade. I wel-
come President Obama’s lofty goal of 
doubling U.S. exports in the next 5 
years through his National Export Ini-
tiative, and I look forward to dis-
cussing his plans with Ambassador 
Kirk. 

As our economy continues to strug-
gle, it is evident Americans will not be 
able to consume their way out of this 
recession, so we must focus on getting 
our products and services to emerging 
markets around the world. American 
ingenuity, creativity, and innovation 
can spur new jobs and new factories all 
right here at home. 

According to the Obama administra-
tion, increasing trade by merely 1 per-
cent would create 250,000 jobs, a signifi-
cant start to helping Americans find 
work. Passing the Colombia, Panama, 
and South Korea Free Trade Agree-
ments would accomplish just that, in-
creasing our trade exports by 1 percent 
and creating an estimated 250,000 
Americans jobs. These free trade agree-
ments put American workers on a fair 

footing with workers in those countries 
instead of alienating our global trading 
partners through narrow-minded poli-
cies such as Buy American. 

Now American-produced goods face 
substantial tariffs in Colombia, Pan-
ama, and South Korea, while many 
goods produced in those countries have 
no tariff at all when sold to the U.S. 
The President’s goal is ambitious, so 
passing these three free trade agree-
ments is an important first step to re-
storing American competitiveness in 
global markets. 

The last time the U.S. doubled its ex-
ports, it took nearly 10 years: final im-
plementation of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, nine bilateral 
free trade agreements, and the success-
ful conclusion of the Uruguay Round. 
Since 1994, Louisiana has increased its 
exports to NAFTA countries by 271 per-
cent. As a result, thousands of Lou-
isiana workers have job stability, but 
we can do much more. 

Trade creates good-paying jobs for 
millions of Americans, and leveling the 
playing field abroad increases our op-
portunities. Truly supporting Amer-
ican workers and creating new jobs will 
not be accomplished by closing our 
doors to the rest of the world while 
they continue to strike new deals and 
expand their exports. Now is the time 
to reach and to work with our allies 
and major trading partners. American 
leadership is in jeopardy, not because 
of a rising power but because of a 
shrinking level of American engage-
ment. The world will not wait for us to 
wake up and realize the opportunities 
out there. That is why we need to act 
on expanding these trade agreements. 

f 

ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, actually 
my main subject I want to cover to-
night is Israel, but I didn’t want today 
to pass again without making com-
ments about the health care bill, be-
cause clearly that is the number one 
subject on the minds of the people in 
Indiana as well as the rest of the coun-
try. 

One of the things that has happened 
here, without getting into what I be-
lieve are the demerits of the bill, the 17 
percent of the American economy, and 
many companies in my district are 
threatened and their choices threat-
ened, but I think one of the frustra-
tions here is the arrogance of the proc-
ess. 

Initially, we were promised that it 
was going to be live on C–SPAN and we 
would see all the negotiations. We are 
all familiar with how that was aban-
doned. Then many Members refused to 
do town halls. They wouldn’t answer 
phone calls. They still won’t answer 

their phone calls or mail. Then we saw 
deals made in the Senate bill unprece-
dented in American history. 

As I pointed out earlier today, Thom-
as Jefferson got all of 13 States as part 
of the first Louisiana Purchase in in-
flation-adjusted dollars of $150 million. 
Buying one vote from Louisiana in the 
other body cost $300 million. 

Then when 17 percent of the Amer-
ican economy is at stake, not some an-
nual budget process but 17 percent of 
the American economy, the Founding 
Fathers had set up a process in the 
Senate that is being abused to go down 
to where it is 50 plus the Vice Presi-
dent can pass the bill. Now we are 
going to apparently pass this in the 
House, if they have the votes, and it is 
going to be deemed passed. We are not 
even going to vote. No wonder so many 
American people are losing confidence 
in government. It wasn’t that we were 
high before, but we have hit new lows. 
And it is going to be difficult to estab-
lish confidence with the American peo-
ple if we continue at this pace. 

But another part of the arrogance of 
this government is happening in Israel. 
I would like to insert this article from 
the Jerusalem Post into the RECORD. It 
is an article that makes some nuanced 
points. 

But first let me start and say Israel 
has an historic importance to the 
world and to ourselves not just because 
of its history before the Diaspora and 
the tremendous history of the Jewish 
people and the Nation of Israel, but 
also it was a returning homeland for 
those after the Holocaust from around 
the world where they could gather 
again to the land from which they had 
been evicted. 

Then it is important because it is a 
democratic bastion in the Middle East, 
where there are not democratic bas-
tions. We are trying to see if Iraq can 
form a democracy, and Turkey is kind 
of a democracy as well. But Israel has 
been from its founding such a democ-
racy, since its refounding in 1948. Not 
only that, but they are our best and 
really only consistent ally in the Mid-
dle East. But it is also because Israel is 
going to be of importance in future 
world history as well in many ways. In 
fact, not only should all Americans be 
concerned about what is happening in 
Israel, but many people have special 
concerns about the future of Israel and 
how the United States responds to 
Israel. 

Therefore, it is extremely disturbing 
to watch the arrogance of this adminis-
tration to bully our best ally. This ar-
ticle in the Jerusalem Post says this is 
the worst that the United States has 
treated Israel since 1975. The American 
leadership is mistakenly painting 
Israel into a corner is the thrust of this 
article. In one of the more sophisti-
cated statements in it by Mr. Avner, 
who has written on the ’75 crisis, he 
said, ‘‘If the United States wishes to 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 11:19 Apr 23, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\H16MR0.001 H16MR0em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T22:18:41-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




