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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
TRIBUTE TO DR. GEORGE W. 

DAVIS 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Dr. George W. Davis, a highly 
esteemed and beloved community leader and 
senior advocate who passed away on March 
8 after a long illness. His legacy of service will 
endure for many generations. 

Dr. Davis was a compassionate leader, al-
ways working on behalf of the San Francisco 
community. He worked tirelessly, as a geron-
tologist and community activist, to make life 
better for the underserved, especially elderly 
African Americans in San Francisco’s Bayview 
Hunters Point neighborhood. 

For 32 years, Dr. Davis served as Executive 
Director of Bayview Hunters Point Multipur-
pose Senior Center. He made it a welcoming 
gathering place and a compassionate environ-
ment where seniors could receive the thera-
peutic, social, recreational and health services 
that are so vital to their well-being. The pro-
grams and services provide the quality health 
care seniors need, as well as support their 
independence and preserve their dignity. 

In 1999 Dr. Davis launched the first initiative 
in the United States to help formerly incarcer-
ated seniors re-enter the community. His pro-
gram provides transitional support and health 
care, including mental health and addiction 
counseling, and a myriad of services to ensure 
a successful new start. 

Thirty years ago Dr. Davis founded the 
Black Cuisine Cook-Off, to be celebrated in 
conjunction with Black History Month every 
March. This soul food festival encourages a 
strong sense of community, bridges genera-
tions, and reminds us of the richness that is 
the diversity of our city and our nation. Dr. 
Davis attended his final cook-off this year, just 
a few days before he died. 

Dr. Davis was sustained by his faith, and in 
2000 Dr. Davis was ordained as a minister. 
He served as Associate Pastor of the Metro-
politan Missionary Baptist Church in San Fran-
cisco. 

Above all, Dr. Davis loved his family. His 
wife and partner Cathy is the beneficiary of his 
extraordinary legacy and will carry on his work 
as Executive Director of the Multipurpose Cen-
ter. I extend my deepest condolences to Cathy 
and to his brother Wesley Davis, his children 
LolaGerine Allen, William George Davis II, 
Tonya Davis, Kristy Davis, Matthew Davis, 
Teri Jordan and his grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews. I hope it is a comfort to his loved 
ones that many mourn his passing and are 
praying for them at this sad time. 

HONORING DAVID WAYNE ROMICK 
FOR HIS SERVICE 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a constituent from Tucson, 
Arizona. 

David Wayne Romick joined the U.S. Army 
on October 20, 1963, and was discharged on 
June 22, 1966. When discharged, he was 
awarded the Army’s Good Conduct Medal 
(AGCM), but never received the award for his 
honorable service during the Vietnam War. 

After waiting 44 years, David contacted my 
Tucson District office in December of last year 
for help in getting this award. At my urging, 
the U.S. Army reviewed David’s records and 
concluded that he was not presented with the 
AGCM as per his DD–214. The Army admitted 
its error and on Friday, March 12, 2010, I had 
the honor and privilege of presenting this long 
overdue honor to David Romick. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank Mr. 
Romick for his service to our country and the 
U.S. Army for correcting this error. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE FESTIVAL OF 
HOLI 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to join the people of India and the Indian Dias-
pora as they celebrate Holi, the Festival of 
Colors. 

Holi is a time when communities come to-
gether after a long winter to welcome the 
spring harvest. It is a visually stunning event 
with thousands of people tossing colored pow-
ders in the air and using dyed water in an at-
mosphere where culture, camaraderie and 
oneness are celebrated. In the evening, com-
munity bonfires are lit to signify triumph over 
divisiveness and negativity. It is one of the 
largest festivals in the world, with over one bil-
lion Hindus, Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists par-
ticipating throughout India, Nepal, the United 
States and many other nations. 

As a member of the Congressional Caucus 
on India and Indian Americans, I would like to 
commend the Hindu American Foundation for 
educating Americans about Holi and the Hindu 
faith and join them in recognizing this year’s 
Festival of Colors. 

HONORING MR. STEPHEN KEEFE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the years of service given to 
the people of Chautauqua County by Mr. Ste-
phen Keefe. Mr. Keefe served his constituency 
faithfully and justly during his tenure as a 
member of the Chautauqua County Legisla-
ture, serving district 25. 

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but 
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr. 
Keefe served his term with his head held high 
and a smile on his face the entire way. I have 
no doubt that his kind demeanor left a lasting 
impression on the people of Chautauqua 
County. 

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the 
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr. 
Keefe is one of those people and that is why, 
Madam Speaker, I rise in tribute to him today. 

f 

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
POLICE OFFICER THOMAS F. 
PATTON II 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of Cleveland 
Heights Police Officer Thomas F. Patton II, 
who courageously and selflessly rose to the 
call to duty and made the ultimate sacrifice on 
behalf of our community. 

Being a police officer was Officer Patton’s 
childhood dream. He was a nine-year veteran 
of the Cleveland Heights Police Department, 
and served every minute on duty with excel-
lence, expertise, unwavering dedication and 
integrity. Officer Patton’s kind heart and good- 
natured personality easily drew others to him, 
and his loyalty to fellow police officers, to the 
citizens of Cleveland Heights, and to his fam-
ily, reflected every day of his life. 

Officer Patton’s passion and energy for po-
lice work was unmistakable, yet his greatest 
joy in life centered around his family and 
friends. I extend my deepest condolences to 
his family, friends and fellow police officers. 
He was a loving partner to fiancé Tricia 
Sindelar, loving new father of seven-month-old 
daughter, Kayleigh Evelyn Patton; beloved son 
of State Senator Thomas F. Patton and the 
late Evelyn Patton; beloved brother to Shan-
non, Erin, Meghan, Brigid, and Kathleen; be-
loved brother-in-law of Duke, Michael and An-
thony; adored grandson of Rita Patton and 
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Joan Kessler; beloved uncle of Owen and 
Colin Southworth; much loved cousin and 
nephew; and beloved close friend to many. 

Madam Speaker, and colleagues, please 
join me in honor and remembrance of Police 
Officer Thomas F. Patton—gone far too soon. 
Officer Patton’s professional excellence, com-
mitment to protecting others, unwavering kind-
ness, generous spirit and love for his family 
and friends, will be forever honored and re-
membered by our entire community. 

f 

HONORING MR. JOHN FULLER 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor John Fuller of Long Branch, New Jer-
sey. Mr. Fuller will be honored as the 2010 Hi-
bernian of the Year by the Monmouth County, 
New Jersey Division (2nd Division) of the An-
cient Order of Hibernians. This prestigious 
honor is well-deserved in light of his tremen-
dous contributions to the organization’s contin-
ued efforts to preserve Irish culture in the 
United States, and its efforts to provide a con-
tinuing bridge with Ireland for those individuals 
of Irish origin who are generations removed 
from their ancestral homeland. 

Mr. Fuller, a first generation Irish-American, 
has been a dedicated member of the Mon-
mouth County Chapter of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians (Div. 2) since 2003. He currently 
serves as the Chairman of the Commodore 
John Barry Committee of the AOH State 
Board. Furthermore, he is one of the founding 
members, and a current organizer, of the An-
nual Sea Girt Irish Festival. This festival has 
grown into one of the largest Irish cultural 
events in the State of New Jersey. With fellow 
AOH members, Mr. Fuller has been actively 
involved with St. Ann Church in Keansburg, 
New Jersey. As a career public servant, Mr. 
Fuller has worked tirelessly for Senator FRANK 
LAUTENBERG and other public servants across 
New Jersey on State and Federal issues that 
are important to the Irish-American commu-
nity. His active participation with the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians–Division 2 serves to fur-
ther preserve the Irish heritage in our culturally 
diverse State and Nation. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely hope that my 
colleagues will join me in congratulating As-
sistant Commissioner Fuller for his reception 
of the 2010 Hibernian of the Year recognition, 
and also for his leadership and service to the 
Irish-American community. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
JUSTICE PETER KELLY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of Justice Peter 
Kelly, High Court Justice of Ireland, upon the 
occasion of his arrival to Cleveland, Ohio, on 
St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 2010. 

During his studies at University College in 
Dublin, Ireland, Justice Peter Kelly became a 
member of the prestigious Honorable Society 
of the King’s Inn. He was called to the Irish 
Bar in 1973, the Bar of England and Wales in 
1981, the Bar of Northern Ireland in 1983, and 
the Inner Bar of Ireland in 1986. Justice Kelly 
was appointed Judge of the High Court in 
1996 and has led the Commercial Division of 
the High Court since its inception in 2004. 

In addition to conducting a successful legal 
career, Justice Kelly is active in the commu-
nity. He volunteers for several organizations 
and is a leader on numerous boards. He is the 
Director of the Dublin Choral Foundation and 
serves as Chair of the Commercial Law Cen-
tre in Dublin. 

Justice Kelly comes to Cleveland on the oc-
casion of our annual St. Patrick’s Day Cele-
bration. For thirty-one years, attorneys Tim 
Collins and Thomas Scanlon have organized 
Cleveland’s St. Patrick’s Day Party and Pa-
rade. This joyous event promotes and pre-
serves the rich traditions of the Irish home-
land. On March 17, our downtown streets will 
spring to life as a sea of green and the spir-
ited sound of drums and bagpipes wind their 
way along Euclid Avenue. 

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please 
join me in honor and recognition of Justice 
Peter Kelly as we welcome him to Cleveland 
on St. Patrick’s Day. Please also join me in 
recognition of Tim Collins and Thomas Scan-
lon for organizing the St. Patrick’s Day Cele-
bration. 

‘‘Ni dheanfaidh smaoineamh an treabhadh 
duit—You’ll never plough a field by turning it 
over in your mind’’—Old Irish Proverb. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JOHN MAUDLIN 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate and pay 
tribute to a fine American, John Maudlin, on 
an occasion when he and his business have 
received a prestigious honor: the International 
Circle of Excellence Award for 2009. 

The Circle of Excellence, which is awarded 
by the International dealer organization of 
Navistar, Inc., honors International truck deal-
erships that achieve the highest level of dealer 
performance with respect to operating and fi-
nancial standards, market representation, and 
most importantly, customer satisfaction. It is 
the highest honor a dealer principal can re-
ceive from the company. Under John’s leader-
ship, Maudlin International Trucks has grown 
into one of the preeminent truck dealerships in 
the Southeast and the entire nation, with 153 
employees and five dealer locations in Or-
lando, Ocala, Jacksonville, Daytona Beach 
and Palm Bay. In 2007, the dealership also 
opened two parts and service locations. With 
this most recent award, Maudlin International 
has now received the Circle of Excellence 
Award a total of nine times. 

John has achieved this level of accomplish-
ment and recognition through many years of 
hard work and service to his industry and 

community. He serves the International dealer 
network as a member of its Sales, Marketing 
and Finance Dealer Advisory Board. He is a 
strong supporter of the Metro Orlando econ-
omy through not only his International dealer-
ship, but also his successful truck leasing 
business, Ideal Lease of Orlando. That leasing 
business is a multi-year winner of the Ideal 
Gold Award for Excellence. Maudlin Inter-
national Trucks is also very active in service to 
the community, staging the holiday party for 
the kids at the Arnold Palmer Children’s Hos-
pital, and engaging in annual adopt-a-family 
programs with the Orlando Rescue Mission 
and the Seminole Party Fire Department. John 
is also a strong supporter of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Orlando—as well as a die-
hard University of Alabama football fan. 

Through his commitment to hard work and 
outstanding customer service, he has built an 
economically vital business of which he can 
be justly proud. Madam Speaker, I ask you 
and my colleagues to join with me in congratu-
lating John Maudlin for his record of accom-
plishment and for his many contributions to his 
community, State and Nation. 

f 

HONORING MR. RON STARK 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Ron Stark of Middletown, New 
Jersey. Mr. Stark will be honored as the ‘‘2010 
Irishman of the Year’’ by the Monmouth Coun-
ty, New Jersey Division, 2nd Division, of the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians. This prestigious 
honor is well-deserved in light of his tremen-
dous contributions to the organization’s contin-
ued efforts to preserve Irish culture in the 
United States. The Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians works tirelessly to connect those individ-
uals of Irish origin who are generations re-
moved from their ancestral homeland to Ire-
land. 

As a member of Division 2 of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians for the past twenty years, 
Mr. Stark has been actively involved in pre-
serving Irish music through his participation in 
various bagpiping competitions. Mr. Stark 
began playing the bagpipe in 1997 and has 
competed as a Grade 4 Senior Soloist, and 
with a Grade 5 band which won 4th place in 
a 2001 competition. This achievement helped 
the band receive a Grade 4 upgrade from the 
Eastern United States Pipe Band Association. 
Mr. Stark has piped with fellow AOH members 
at various Hibernian functions over the years, 
and is now involved with a group of dedicated 
AOH members who are looking to form a Divi-
sion 2 Bagpipe band. His achievements as a 
successful bagpiper serve to further preserve 
the Irish heritage in our culturally diverse state 
and nation. 

Mr. Stark has also made great strides in 
bringing our Irish-American citizens closer to 
their ancestral homeland. During a 2004 trip to 
Ireland, he played the bagpipe during the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in Galway City with his 
sons, Daniel and Liam, and met with extended 
family members who still live on the same 
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