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DOROTHY GOLUSH AND PEG 

HANNIGAN 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, I ask your indulgence and that of my 
colleagues to celebrate two wonderful events: 
the 90th birthdays of two extraordinary 
women, each of whom has been very impor-
tant in my life. We spoke often here about 
some of the problems people face as we age, 
and it’s appropriate for public policy to be fo-
cused on that. But that can lead to an unfortu-
nate impression of older people as always the 
objects of other people’s help, and of the dif-
ficulties that they face. There is of course an-
other side to that story—the satisfaction that 
comes to people who have led loving, produc-
tive lives, in which they have been of great 
service to others, and who are now able to 
enjoy their years and look both back and 
around at the people they have loved and nur-
tured. 

One of these two extraordinary women is 
Dorothy Golush, the widow of my Uncle Abe, 
who was one of my mother’s older brothers. 
My mother was part of a remarkable family of 
three brothers and three sisters, children of 
immigrants, who created a warm, loving ex-
tended family. A few years ago, the four sur-
viving siblings died within an eighteen month 
period, at ages ranging from ninety-two to one 
hundred and five. The one survivor of that 
generation, who is an inspiration for myself, 
my siblings and my cousins, is our Aunt Dot— 
who recently turned ninety. She is blessed 
with the vigor and acuity that has marked her 
life, and for me, it is a pleasure to come home 
after a long day here and pick up my phone 
and listen to a wonderful message of encour-
agement from her, after she’s read about 
some particularly important piece of work that 
we have done. 

Madam Speaker, I am very pleased to be 
able to offer a Happy Birthday to Dorothy 
Golush, on behalf of all of us in the generation 
after her, who have so benefitted from her life. 

And while paying tribute to my aunt here, I 
also want, Madam Speaker, to pay tribute to 
a woman who is widely known in the Greater 
Newton area as ‘‘The Godmother.’’ Peg 
Hannigan will turn ninety this month. I regret 
very much that I am unable to be at the cele-
bration of this event at the Scandinavian 
Home where she now lives on March 25, so 
I am sending this along in my absence. 

Peg Hannigan’s political work began in 
1947, when she got involved in John Ken-
nedy’s campaign for Congress. In the ensuing 
years she became an increasingly more im-
portant figure for those of us interested in po-
litical life. For cynics who believe that there is 
some conflict between political idealism and 
political practicality, Peg Hannigan is a living, 
breathing, absolute refutation. No one I have 
met in my own years in elected office has 
been more dedicated to the values of fairness 
that represent America at our best, and no 
one has been a more effective ally to those of 
us seeking elected office to promote this. I 
share with former Governor Michael Dukakis, 

former Attorney General Frank Bellotti, my 
predecessor, the late Robert Drinan, and a 
number of other people in elected office the 
status of being very much in her debt. 

Madam Speaker, I indulge myself personally 
by these comments, but they have a broader 
point as well: for young people who are skep-
tical that politics can be both a valuable and 
honorable way of spending one’s time, Peg 
Hannigan’s life is an extraordinarily valuable 
lesson and I hope that at least some people 
reading these words will be motivated to learn 
a little bit more about her, and even want to 
emulate her. 

Madam Speaker, through you I wish a very 
Happy 90th Birthday to two wonderful women. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FORMER STATE 
SENATOR BILL MENTON 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
genuine sadness that I rise to note the pass-
ing of former State Senator Bill Menton, of 
Irvington; a long-time public servant and be-
loved friend to many in South Alabama. He 
passed away on February 15, at the age of 
90. 

Bill Menton was a native of Paterson, NJ, 
coming to Mobile, Alabama after having been 
awarded multiple sports scholarships to Spring 
Hill College. After graduation, he coached at 
Spring Hill College and then UMS Preparatory 
School. 

Senator Menton had a strong belief in our 
young people and is credited with helping to 
build the juvenile division of the Mobile County 
Sheriff’s Department, where he served as a ju-
venile probation officer. 

Continuing his interest in law enforcement, 
Mr. Menton later served as police chief of 
Bayou La Batre and separately worked for the 
Mobile County School System as a crime pre-
vention officer. 

He was the voice of the Mobile Bay Bears 
baseball team throughout the 1940s and 
1950s and a popular host of a local radio foot-
ball scoreboard program. 

Bill Menton entered politics in 1982, winning 
a state senate seat representing Mobile Coun-
ty in Montgomery until 1988. In 1988, he came 
home to run in for the Mobile County Commis-
sion, a seat he won and held until 1992. 

In 1996, he returned to support the profes-
sion he loved—law enforcement—by assum-
ing the position as executive director of the 
Alabama Fraternal Order of Police. 

Senator Menton also loved south Mobile 
County and he gave much of his life to making 
it a safer, better place to live. He dedicated an 
equal measure of devotion to bettering the 
lives of our young people, guiding many to 
learn from early mistakes in judgment and to 
take the path of responsible young adults. 

I wish to offer my condolences to his wife of 
65 years, Carmen Santana Menton; their eight 
children, Grace M. (Bob) Overmeyer, William 
J. (Pat) Menton, Jr., Mary Jane Menton, Ed-
ward C. (Brenda) Menton, Regina F. Menton, 
John Samuel (Janie) Menton, Thomas P. 

Menton and Charles M. ‘‘Chip’’ Menton; six 
grandchildren and four great grandchildren. 
Senator Menton’s many contributions to our 
community will never be forgotten. 
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COMMENDING LANCE MACKEY ON 
WINNING A RECORD 4TH 
STRAIGHT IDITAROD TRAIL 
SLED DOG RACE 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas Lance Mackey was born and raised 
in Alaska and currently resides in Fairbanks, 
Alaska; and 

Whereas, Lance Mackey comes from a long 
line of successful mushers, including his father 
Dick and his brother Rick, each of who has 
won the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race; and 

Whereas, Lance Mackey is married to his 
high school sweetheart Tonya, who is also a 
musher, and has three children: Amanda, 
Brittney and Cain and one new grandchild, 
born on the seventh day of the nine-plus 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race; and 

Whereas, Lance Mackey and his family run 
the Comeback Kennel in Fairbanks, Alaska; 
and 

Whereas, Lance Mackey was diagnosed 
with throat cancer in 2001, took a year off 
from sled-dog racing to recover from the dis-
ease and is now cancer-free; and 

Whereas, the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, 
which has been called the ‘‘Last Great Race 
on Earth,’’ is a grueling 1,150 mile sled dog 
race across Alaska’s jagged mountain ranges, 
frozen rivers, dense forests, and windswept 
tundra; and 

Whereas, running the Iditarod Trail Sled 
Dog Race is a year-long commitment to train-
ing and caring for one’s sled dogs; and 

Whereas, the Yukon Quest is an equally 
grueling 1,000 mile sled dog race from Fair-
banks, Alaska to Whitehorse, Yukon; and 

Whereas, Lance Mackey is the only 4-time 
consecutive Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race 
Champion, the only 4-time Yukon Quest Race 
Champion and the only man to win both the 
Yukon Quest and Iditarod Trail Sled Dog 
Races in the same year, which he did in both 
2007 and 2008; and 

Whereas, Lance Mackey, guided by his two 
lead dogs ‘‘Maple’’ and ‘‘Rev,’’ mushed his 
team of Alaskan Huskies along the path of the 
38th Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race from its start 
in Anchorage to the finish line in Nome in just 
8 days, 23 hours and 59 minutes and nine 
seconds; and 

Whereas, both ‘‘Maple’’ and ‘‘Rev’’ exem-
plify all the essential qualities for good lead 
dogs, including intelligence, initiative, common 
sense, and the ability to find a trail in bad con-
ditions; and 

Whereas, Lance Mackey, who despite retir-
ing ‘‘Larry,’’ the lead dog with whom Mackey 
won his first three Iditarod Trail Sled Dog 
Races, was still able to convincingly win his 
4th consecutive Iditarod; and 

Whereas, the Iditarod Trail, a National His-
toric Trail, is staffed by thousands of volun-
teers who monitor and assist all competitors; 
and 
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