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I yield the floor, suggest the absence 

of a quorum, and ask unanimous con-
sent that the time be divided between 
the minority and majority. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays on the nomi-
nation of Judge Thompson. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the nomination of 
O. Rogeriee Thompson, of Rhode Is-
land, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the First Circuit? 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from West Virginia (Mr. BYRD) 
is necessarily absent. 

Mr. KYL. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. BENNETT). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 98, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 56 Ex.] 
YEAS—98 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Barrasso 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Begich 
Bennet 
Bingaman 
Bond 
Boxer 
Brown (MA) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burr 
Burris 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Collins 
Conrad 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Crapo 
DeMint 
Dodd 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Ensign 

Enzi 
Feingold 
Feinstein 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson 
Kaufman 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
LeMieux 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lugar 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 

Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (NE) 
Nelson (FL) 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Bennett Byrd 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

President will be notified of the Sen-
ate’s action. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I 
move to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I move to 
lay that motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

TAX ON BONUSES RECEIVED FROM 
CERTAIN TARP RECIPIENTS—Con-
tinued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
want people to understand that the 
Federal aviation reauthorization proc-
ess is moving slowly but steadily. We 
take several steps forward but none 
backward. Yesterday we approved 14 
amendments. There was a tremendous 
amount of work done by the staff to 
work those out. We have another large 
group we hope to be able to do this 
afternoon. So large chunks of the bill 
are actually getting done. Then, we 
have a number of controversial amend-
ments, or potentially controversial, 
and we are in the process of getting 
those locked down so the Presiding Of-
ficer can pronounce a unanimous con-
sent agreement with 2 minutes equally 
divided. 

I yield the floor to the Senator from 
Texas. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, my 
distinguished colleague and chairman 
of the committee and I are working 
very hard to clear further amendments 
as well as get a vote on the Sessions 
amendment, with a Pryor amendment 
connected to that, and a McCain 
amendment, so that we can try to fin-
ish this bill by tomorrow. So that is 
what we are working on. We are of the 
same mind on that. I hope very much 
that we will be able to get the amend-
ments cleared that are very important. 
I would ask all of our colleagues to 
work with us to expedite matters so 
that we can finish this bill early to-
morrow. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I thank 
the chairman as well for working with 
us on this issue. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
think the distinguished chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee wishes to 
speak, but he is waiting for something, 
so I will proceed. 

This Federal aviation bill is enor-
mous in scope, but we are doing it in 
little pieces and with little amend-
ments, so sometimes it is hard. It has 
seven different titles in it. One of them 
has to do with community air service 
to rural, underserved areas, which is 
very important in my State and in the 
Presiding Officer’s State—really all of 
our States. Even California and New 

York have many very rural areas 
where they need air service. 

I spent 10 years chairing the Aviation 
Subcommittee, and I enjoyed it enor-
mously. I now chair the full com-
mittee, which I enjoy enormously. But 
one focus throughout has been trying 
to protect small and rural communities 
and give them air service. They travel. 
If the local airport promotes itself, as a 
product must—it is not just a place 
people go to; they have to announce 
themselves to the public and say: We 
can take you here, we can take you 
there, while others of us try to get 
flights in. It is tremendously impor-
tant, so they are worth fighting for, 
and we do that. 

Large and urban States sometimes 
question that, but if they look in their 
hearts, they have a lot of the same re-
quirements themselves. It is really 
about equality, and it is about the 
economy, and it is about fairness. What 
is the difference between somebody 
from a city and somebody from a 
smaller community? They both do 
business. One may not have a big jet 
and therefore may require a smaller 
airplane, a commuter airplane to get to 
where he or she wishes to go, but it is 
important that they be able to get 
there. So it is vital to our economy. 

Every single business considers, 
along with the school system, the so- 
called quality of life, the crime rate, 
all of this, they consider air service 
when they are deciding whether to lo-
cate or to expand in a particular State. 
And so for that, we have this wonderful 
program called the Essential Air Serv-
ice—the EAS. It is a program which 
has proved vital to communities across 
this country. It has allowed them to 
keep air service they might not other-
wise be able to keep, and literally so. It 
doesn’t bail them out to do that. I 
mean, it doesn’t pay the cost of that, 
but it helps them and they use it. 

The first option of air carriers, natu-
rally, but regrettably, as far as a small 
community is concerned—if they are in 
distress, as our airlines, our legacy air-
lines in particular, have been in recent 
years—is they go to the end of the food 
chain to make their first cuts, and that 
is always the small communities—the 
small airports and the small centers. 
That doesn’t make them less impor-
tant. 

Every time I think about that, I 
think about the time I ran for Gov-
ernor and I was defeated. I became 
president of a wonderful small private 
college which had a grass airfield. They 
didn’t get any Federal help, because 
you can’t do that with grass. But I al-
ways remember there was a little yel-
low farmhouse when I drove out there, 
and it is still the same little yellow 
farmhouse today. But if you go inside 
it has a worldwide educational CD, 
video. It is the highest possible tech-
nology company you can imagine. It 
just doesn’t happen to want to build a 
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