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RECOGNIZING FUEL 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, res-
taurants in my home State recently 
celebrated the second annual Maine 
Restaurant Week from March 1 
through 10. This creative event is de-
signed to offer Mainers and visitors 
alike the opportunity to spend an 
evening out to try a new restaurant at 
an affordable fixed price. After last 
year’s success, where nearly 98 percent 
of attendees said the event met or ex-
ceeded their expectations, over 100 res-
taurants participated in this year’s 
celebration. I rise today to recognize 
one restaurant that took part in Res-
taurant Week, Fuel, that has helped to 
lead a renaissance in downtown Lewis-
ton. 

In 2005, Eric Agren and his wife 
Carrie purchased the old Lyceum Hall 
in downtown Lewiston with the pur-
pose of renovating the 135-year-old the-
ater, which is listed on the National 
Historic Register. The goal was to 
transform the theater, vacant for over 
50 years, into a cozy, welcoming space 
while maintaining the historical na-
ture of the building. Mr. Agren, who is 
originally from the Lewiston-Auburn 
area, spent several years in Chicago 
working for a kitchen design company, 
which piqued his interest in the cul-
inary arts, before returning home to 
pursue his longtime dream of opening a 
restaurant. The couple also turned the 
upstairs of the building into a 5,000- 
square-foot apartment. Because of the 
Agrens’ dedicated efforts, Fuel received 
historic preservation awards from the 
State of Maine and the city of Lewis-
ton, both in 2007. 

Fuel’s menu features French country 
cuisine with a close-to-home twist. 
Starting with French classics like es-
cargot, fondue, and French onion soup, 
the menu includes an eclectic mix of 
dishes from braised short ribs and 
steak frites to roasted chicken and 
homemade macaroni and cheese. The 
Agrens describe Fuel’s interior décor as 
‘‘urban cozy,’’ with French vintage art, 
leather chairs in the bar, and butcher 
paper topping the tables. The res-
taurant received a 2008 Editor’s Choice 
Award from Yankee Magazine, as well 
as Wine Spectator magazine’s Award of 
Excellence for its exceptional wine list 
of over 100 selections. Fuel has also 
been the recipient of the Androscoggin 
County Chamber of Commerce’s Presi-
dent’s Award and has received recogni-
tion as Downeast Magazine’s Best Din-
ing in Lewiston. 

Since the opening of Fuel, several 
other restaurants have opened across 
Lewiston, resulting in a burgeoning re-
vival of the city’s downtown. Nearly a 
dozen new restaurants have entered the 
Lewiston dining scene in recent years, 
leading to increased traffic and a more 
vibrant atmosphere downtown, as well 
as creating new jobs. Indeed, to con-
tinue this trend, the Agrens soon plan 
to open another restaurant just down 

Lisbon Street from Fuel called Marché. 
In the process of refurbishing the build-
ing, the couple also created a two-bed-
room, 2,000-square-foot apartment up-
stairs from the restaurant. As Mr. 
Agren recently explained, he hopes 
these efforts bring new people to the 
downtown area, and expects ‘‘ to see a 
small core of affiliated businesses 
sprout up—such as dry cleaners and 
specialty markets—that would cater to 
a growing downtown population.’’ 

Additionally, over the years, Fuel 
and other local eateries have partici-
pated in numerous community events, 
raising money for charities like the 
Sisters of Charity Food Pantry and the 
American Heart Association. While 
these restaurants engage in healthy 
competition, they are also team play-
ers when it comes to helping the com-
munity. 

The renaissance of downtown Lewis-
ton is well-documented, and a welcome 
sign during these difficult economic 
times. And Eric and Carrie Agren have 
played a central role in spurring this 
critical development. I thank the 
Agrens for their commitment to the 
Twin Cities of Lewiston and Auburn, 
and I look forward to hearing about the 
continued success of their invest-
ments.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:08 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4628. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
216 Westwood Avenue in Westwood, New Jer-
sey, as the ‘‘Sergeant Christopher R. Hrbek 
Post Office Building’’. 

At 2:10 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Schiff, a manager on the part of 
the House to conduct the trial of the 
impeachment of G. Thomas Porteous, 
Jr., a Judge for the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana, announcing that the House 
has agreed to the following resolutions: 

H. Res. 1031. Resolution impeaching G. 
Thomas Porteous, Jr., judge of the United 
States District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Louisiana, for high crimes and mis-
demeanors. 

H. Res. 1165. Resolution appointing man-
agers on the part of the House to conduct the 
trial of the impeachment of G. Thomas 
Porteous, Jr., a Judge for the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 4:36 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 2847. An act making appropriations 
for the Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice, and Science, and Related Agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and 
for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the Acting President pro 
tempore, Mr. REID, pursuant to the 
order of today, March 17, 2010. 

At 6:20 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4851. An act to provide a temporary 
extension of certain programs, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 4853. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the funding 
and expenditure authority of the Airport and 
Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to extend authorizations for the 
airport improvement program, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bill was read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 4628. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 216 Westwood Avenue in Westwood, New 
Jersey, as the ‘‘Sergeant Christopher R. 
Hrbek Post Office Building’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5070. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Office of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Tetraethoxysilane, Polymer with 
Hexamethyldisiloxane; Tolerance Exemp-
tion’’ (FRL No. 8814–3) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on March 11, 
2010; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–5071. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Office of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘S-Abscisic Acid, (S)-5-(1-hydroxy- 
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