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flag of a State over the Capitol each 
year on the anniversary of that State’s 
admission into the Union. Madam 
Speaker, the United States of America 
truly lives up to the motto found on 
our Great Seal, ‘‘e pluribus unum’’— 
out of many, one. 

We are a people of many back-
grounds, of many ethnicities, and of 
many characteristics. We are spread 
out over 50 unique, diverse, and special 
entities we call States. States allow us 
to organize ourselves and also give us 
identities that relate to our geographic 
and cultural tendencies. Communal 
bonds are formed over time through 
just such means. We now have 50 
States in this wonderful Union. The 
first, Delaware, was admitted as a 
State on December 7, 1787. The last, 
Hawaii, was admitted August 21, 1959. 
There were 16 States admitted in the 
18th century, 29 States in the 19th cen-
tury, and five were admitted in the 
20th century. 

Each flag tells a unique story of its 
State’s history, culture, and inhab-
itants, which is why my colleague, 
Representative LUNGREN, the author of 
this legislation who was unfortunately 
unable to be here this afternoon, 
thought we should honor our States in 
this special way, enumerated in this 
legislation. I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. I thank 
the gentleman from Mississippi. I 
thank him for his participation on the 
committee, and I thank the ranking 
member, Mr. LUNGREN, for his partici-
pation in the committee on this bill. I 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BRADY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3542, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT ACT OF 
2009 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3509) to reauthorize State agri-
cultural mediation programs under 
title V of the Agricultural Credit Act 
of 1987. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3509 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Agricultural 
Credit Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 506 of the Agricultural Credit Act 
of 1987 (7 U.S.C. 5106) is amended by striking 
‘‘2010’’ and inserting ‘‘2015’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BACA) and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on the 
bill H.R. 3509. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of H.R. 3509, 

the Agricultural Credit Act of 2009. 
This bill would reauthorize funding for 
the State agricultural mediation grant 
program, which operates under title V 
of the Agricultural Credit Act of 1987. 
The grant program for the agricultural 
mediation program was established 
more than 20 years ago to respond to 
the agricultural crisis of the 1980s. Me-
diation helped agricultural producers, 
their creditors, and USDA agencies ad-
dress disputes through a confidential 
and nonadversarial process that takes 
place outside the traditional legal sys-
tem of foreclosure, appeals or litiga-
tion. This bypasses a lot of the bureau-
cratic red tape that usually comes with 
resolving these conflicts, saving tax-
payers money in the process. 

Earlier in the month, the House Agri-
culture Committee approved this bi-
partisan legislation by unanimous 
voice vote. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the extension of this successful 
initiative. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of H.R. 3509, 

the Agricultural Credit Act of 2009. I’m 
an original cosponsor of this bill, and I 
ask my colleagues to join me in voting 
for this legislation to reauthorize the 
State agricultural mediation program. 
The State mediation program provides 
our farmers and ranchers with a vol-
untary and low-cost service to mediate 
disputes that may arise between their 
creditors and themselves and to ad-
dress adverse decisions with the USDA. 
The State programs do this in a con-
fidential and nonadversarial setting 

outside of the traditional legal process 
of foreclosure, bankruptcy, appeals, 
and litigation. 

Like most of the country, the agri-
cultural sector is currently experi-
encing increased financial stress, which 
has created a greater need for the serv-
ices of the agricultural mediator pro-
gram. The Agriculture Committee fa-
vorably considered this bill with no op-
position, and I ask my colleagues to 
join me today in supporting the con-
tinuation of the USDA agricultural 
mediation program. 

Madam Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I want 
to thank the gentleman from Okla-
homa for carrying this legislation. I 
think it’s good bipartisan legislation. I 
urge my colleagues to support it. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BACA) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3509. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1445 

FLORIDA NATIONAL FOREST LAND 
ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 2009 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3954) to release Federal rever-
sionary interests retained on certain 
lands acquired in the State of Florida 
under the Bankhead-Jones Farm Ten-
ant Act, to authorize the interchange 
of National Forest System land and 
State land in Florida, to authorize an 
additional conveyance under the Flor-
ida National Forest Land Management 
Act of 2003, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3954 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Florida Na-
tional Forest Land Adjustment Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. RELEASE OF DEED RESTRICTIONS ON 

CERTAIN LANDS ACQUIRED UNDER 
THE BANKHEAD-JONES FARM TEN-
ANT ACT IN FLORIDA. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Certain lands in the State of Florida 
were conveyed by the United States to the 
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