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with many organizations. He volunteers his 
own time to reach out to the fallen officers’ 
children by attending various retreats and 
events sponsored by Concerns of Police Sur-
vivors. He is also involved with the planning 
and implementation of the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Fund Museum 
project. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
the hard work of police officers like Officer 
Muzzatti. He serves as an example to all and 
today, I salute him. 

f 

HONORING SITKA NATIONAL 
HISTORIC PARK 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, 
today I would like to recognize the centennial 
anniversary of the Sitka National Historic Park, 
which is the oldest federally designated park 
in Alaska. The park was established in 1890 
to commemorate the 1804 Battle of Sitka. All 
that remains of this last major conflict between 
Europeans and Alaska Natives is the site of 
the Tlingit Fort and battlefield, located within 
this scenic 113-acre park. 

In 1808, following this series of battles be-
tween the Tlingit natives and Governor 
Alexandr Baranov, Sitka was established as 
the capitol of what was then called Russian- 
America. Following the sale of this land to the 
United States after the decline of the otter fur 
trade, Sitka continued to be the seat of gov-
ernment for territorial Alaska until 1906, when 
the capital was moved to Juneau. 

Unofficially called ‘‘lover’s lane’’ or ‘‘totem 
park’’ by Sitka locals, the Sitka National His-
toric Park attracts nearly 300,000 visitors a 
year to its scenic coastal trails, beautiful tem-
perate rainforest, and world-class collection of 
Northwest coast totem poles. These histories 
carved in cedar were donated by Native lead-
ers from villages in Southeast Alaska, and 
were then brought to Sitka by Alaska’s then 
District Governor John G. Brady in 1905. 
Many poles exhibited along the park’s two 
miles of wooded pathways are replicas of the 
original totem poles. 

The park also boasts a visitor center which 
contains ethnographic exhibits and houses the 
Southeast Alaska Indian Cultural Center, 
where visitors can watch Native artists at 
work. Here, the park cares for more than 
154,000 museum collection items. These in-
clude Tlingit ethnographic pieces, Russian 
American archeological and historical items, 
historical photos, archives and herbarium 
specimens. Highlights of the collection include 
totem poles, Chilkat weaving, Tlingit oral his-
tory recordings, 19th Century Russian fur-
niture, Russian Orthodox icons and vestments, 
and two hundred original glass plate negatives 
by Sitkan photographer E.W. Merrill. Through 
these exhibits, visitors of the park get a rare 
peak into the unique cultures and lifestyles of 
Tlingit natives and Russian-American creoles. 

The experience continues at the Russian 
Bishop’s House, one of the last surviving ex-
amples of Russian colonial architecture in 

North America. This original 1842 log structure 
conveys the legacy of Russian America 
through exhibits, refurbished living quarters 
and the Chapel of the Annunciation. This 
house was once the center of the Russian Or-
thodox Church authority in a diocese that 
stretched from California to Siberian 
Kamchatka, at a time when Russia was still 
the dominant power in the Pacific Northwest. 
Today, it is an artifact of the heritage of Rus-
sian Orthodoxy in Alaska, which maintains a 
strong presence to this day. 

Given this unique combination of natural 
beauty, cultural history, and rare artifacts, it is 
no wonder that the Park played a significant 
role in Sitka’s recent designation as one of the 
Dozen Distinctive Destinations by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. Tucked away 
behind the dormant volcano Mt. Edgcumbe, 
the Sitka National Historic Park remains one 
of Alaska’s jewels. As the City of Sitka com-
memorates Sitka National Historic Park month, 
I would like to join Alaskans in recognizing the 
Park on its centennial celebration. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CENTRAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN GEN-
ESEO, NEW YORK ON THEIR 
200TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
ask that the House join me in recognizing the 
200th Anniversary of the Central Presbyterian 
Church of Geneseo, New York. 

The Central Presbyterian Church of Gen-
eseo has a rich and proud history of service 
and dedication to the Western New York Com-
munity, beginning back in 1810 when Mis-
sionary Daniel Oliver organized a small group 
of Congregationalists in Geneseo. 

The Church itself has been housed in sev-
eral different structures over the last 200 years 
but its mission and dedication to the commu-
nity have been constant. From the Reverend 
Daniel Oliver to its current pastor, the Rev-
erend Beth E. Godfrey, the Central Pres-
byterian Church has been honoring its mission 
statement of ‘‘encouraging spiritual growth’’ for 
the last 200 years. 

The Church has been serving both the re-
gional and international community since its 
foundation, through numerous service projects 
such as organizing food drives and partici-
pating in the Livingston County Habitat for Hu-
manity chapter to traveling to Juarez, Mexico 
to assist in the building of a shelter for abused 
women. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to congratulate and 
thank the Central Presbyterian Church of Gen-
eseo for their dedication and service to the 
community for the past 200 years. They are a 
true asset to Western New York, and I ask 
that the House please join me in recognizing 
their tremendous achievement and work they 
have done during this time. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MISS 
GREATER SPRINGFIELD SCHOL-
ARSHIP ORGANIZATION 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize a community or-
ganization serving Northern Virginia, the Miss 
Greater Springfield Scholarship Organization. 
The Miss Greater Springfield Scholarship Or-
ganization is an affiliate of the Miss Virginia 
and Miss America Scholarship Organizations. 
The Miss America Organization, with its State 
and local affiliates, is the number one re-
source in the world for women’s educational 
scholarships; in 2006 alone over $45 million 
dollars was awarded to 12,000 women from 
throughout the country. 

Miss Greater Springfield is now going into 
its 7th year, and has consistently upheld a 
high standard for its competitors, attracting 
participants that have demonstrated a strong 
commitment to the community and a desire to 
improve the world around them. The contest-
ants support a variety of issues including au-
tism advocacy and awareness, The Children’s 
Miracle Network, and promoting organ dona-
tion. Miss Greater Springfield of 2009, Beth-
any Munt, has used her title as a platform to 
address the challenges facing our Nation’s 
schools and education system, and has been 
active with the Boys and Girls Clubs of Amer-
ica. Ms. Munt received her undergraduate de-
gree in child development and has taught 
school in New York State and New Zealand. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in congratulating Ms. Munt and the 
Miss Greater Springfield Scholarship Organi-
zation for their efforts to improve our commu-
nity and the lives of our young people. 

f 

CLAUDE ARTHUR WHARTON, III 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Claude Ar-
thur ‘‘Skip’’ Wharton, Ill, of Seneca, South 
Carolina, and fellow alumnus of The Citadel, 
for a lifetime of distinguished service to the 
citizens of our state and to our country. From 
his time as a cadet at The Citadel to his cur-
rent position as Director of Business Oper-
ations for the Applied Research and Develop-
ment Institute, ARDI, of the South Carolina 
Research Authority, SCRA, Skip has led an 
admirable life and maintained a strong work 
ethic. His contributions to South Carolina and 
the United States in the fields of government 
contract administration, compliance, finance, 
budgeting, and costing are truly commend-
able. In my view, Skip is the embodiment of 
an upstanding and fine American citizen. 

After receiving his undergraduate degree 
from The Citadel, Skip served our country for 
four years in the United States Army as an Ar-
mored Cavalry Platoon Leader and a Troop 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 11:33 Apr 23, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR10\E17MR0.000 E17MR0em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 156, Pt. 33746 March 17, 2010 
Commander in Vietnam and Germany. For his 
service to our country, Skip was awarded the 
Silver Star Medal, the third highest medal 
awarded by the United States Armed Forces, 
for combat valor. 

After his military service, Mr. Wharton spent 
seven years in management in small business 
in both California and Louisiana. From 1980 
through 1987, Mr. Wharton was with the 
American Development Corporation, ADCOR, 
a defense manufacturing contractor located in 
Charleston, South Carolina. At ADCOR, he 
was responsible for adhering to the Federal 
Acquisition Regulations, FAR, in the develop-
ment of annual corporate and departmental 
budgets, in excess of $20 million per year; the 
promulgation and defense of all indirect rates; 
and the formulation of all pricing proposals. In 
1988, Mr. Wharton joined SCRA in Charleston 
and served as the Director of Budgeting and 
Costing. In this capacity, he was responsible 
for financial analyses at the project, group, 
segment, and company levels; corporate 
budgeting; management reporting; and track-
ing performance against stated strategic goals. 

In October of 2000, Mr. Wharton was as-
signed to ARDI as the Director of Contracts 
and Procurement and was responsible for es-
tablishing the contracts administration staff 
and the administrative functions of the Com-
posites Manufacturing Technology Center, a 
United States Navy Center of Excellence. Skip 
also served as the ARDI Facility Security Offi-
cer and was responsible for all interaction with 
the Defense Security Service; physical secu-
rity of the office; the safeguarding of all classi-
fied documents, software and hardware; and 
the processing and maintenance of individual 
security clearances. 

Through hard work and dedication, Skip has 
made significant contributions to our state and 
our country. His distinguished service has 
been invaluable, and for this, I applaud him. 
His dedication to his family, friends, and col-
leagues should stand as an example of what 
we should all strive to be. I join Skip’s col-
leagues at the Applied Research and Develop-
ment Institute, the citizens of our state, and 
his entire family, including his wife, Patricia, 
his children and grandchild, in commending 
Skip for his lifetime of service to South Caro-
lina and this great nation. May God bless 
them all. 
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RECOGNIZING GRACIA MOLINA DE 
PICK UPON THE OCCASION OF 
HER 80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to honor Gracia Molina de Pick, a distin-
guished activist, feminist, author, and educator 
in the San Diego community, upon her 80th 
birthday. 

Born into a politically active family in Mex-
ico, Gracia Molina de Pick moved to San 
Diego in 1957, and has maintained her spirit 
of activism through her many years of work 
and service in our region. Along the way, she 
received her master’s degree from San Diego 

State University and participated in doctoral 
studies at the University of California, San 
Diego and a doctoral fellowship at the Univer-
sity of Southern California. 

Gracia Molina de Pick has been fighting for 
the rights of Latinos and Chicanos since she 
was a teenager. She is the founder of IM-
PACT, an early community grassroots organi-
zation that fought for the civil rights of Mexi-
can-Americans in San Diego. From 1969 to 
1977 she served on the National Council of La 
Raza, the first civil rights advocacy group for 
Hispanic Americans. In 1970, she also found-
ed the first national feminist Chicana Associa-
tion, the Comision Femenil Mexicana 
Nacional, and the following year she served 
as the Chicana Caucus Chair of the National 
Women’s Political Caucus. She is the national 
organizer for Chicana participation at the 
United Nations World Conferences on 
Women. 

Gracia Molina de Pick has tirelessly per-
sisted in her efforts to secure equality for 
women. She helped to organize and found the 
Partido Popular, a Mexican political party that 
fought to secure voting rights for women. A 
published author, she has penned numerous 
articles and co-authored two books. Her most 
recent book, Mujeres en la Historia & Historias 
de Mujeres, offers readers biographies of influ-
ential women in Mexican history. 

Understandably, many prominent organiza-
tions have honored Gracia Molina de Pick with 
well-deserved awards and recognition. In 
2001, Assemblymember Christine Kehoe 
named Gracia ‘‘Woman of the Year,’’ and she 
was inducted into the San Diego Women’s 
Hall of Fame the year after. In 2004, she re-
ceived the Jesse de la Cruz Award from the 
California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc., a ven-
erable legal advocacy and economic justice 
organization. 

Gracia continues to work for equality for 
those who are underrepresented and under-
served, particularly in the areas of service and 
education. For many years, she served as a 
professor at Mesa College and a lecturer at 
the University of California, San Diego, where 
she helped found the University’s Thurgood 
Marshall College. She served as the Commis-
sioner of the California Post-Secondary Edu-
cation Commission, and recently initiated the 
Gracia Molina de Pick Endowed Fund for Chi-
cano/a Studies at the University of California, 
San Diego. Currently, Gracia is a member of 
San Diego’s Human Relations Commission, 
where she works to ensure that the city up-
holds the protections of basic human and civil 
rights that she herself has worked so hard to 
establish. 

In keeping with her selfless spirit, Gracia is 
commemorating her birthday with a benefit 
celebration to raise financial support for the 
Logan Heights Library in San Diego. On this 
happy occasion, please join me in honoring 
Gracia Molina de Pick and her years of hard 
work making a difference in our community. 

RECOGNIZING THE OPENING OF A 
NEW BB&T BRANCH IN 
HAYMARKET, VA. 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the opening of a 
new BB&T branch location in Haymarket, Va. 

The branch location at the corner of 
Heathcote Boulevard and Route 15 serves 
Western Prince William County and creates 
six new jobs for the region. The staff of the 
BB&T Haymarket branch are responsible 
stewards of their community with affiliations to 
the Dominion Valley Woman’s Club, Gaines-
ville Haymarket Rotary Club, Prince William 
Chapter of the American Red Cross, Prince 
William County Greater Manassas Chamber of 
Commerce, Haymarket Gainesville Business 
Association, Girl Scouts of America, George 
G. Tyler Elementary Parent Teacher Associa-
tion and Haymarket Regional Food Bank. 

I would like to extend my personal congratu-
lations to the staff of the new Haymarket 
branch on the occasion of their ribbon cutting 
and commend them for their culture of robust 
civic participation. 

BRANCH STAFF 
Amelia J. Stansell, Assistant Vice Presi-

dent & Financial Center Leader; Liliana 
Grassa, Teller Supervisor; LaKeta McSellers, 
Relationship Banker; Shadia Shaikh, Rela-
tionship Teller; Erick Cabrera, Teller; Sher-
ry Bobbitt, Area Operations Officer. 

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Donald Strehle, Northern Virginia Re-

gional President; Karen Wallis, Regional 
Banking Manager; Sherri Hagenbuch, Sales 
& Service Leader for Prince William County; 
Michael Pybus, City Executive for Prince 
William County. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in celebrating the opening of the new 
BB&T branch in Haymarket, Va. A business 
that encourages its employees to take an ac-
tive role in civic life makes an investment far 
beyond that of bricks and mortar. It strength-
ens civic bonds and leaves an indelible mark 
on the character a community. I look forward 
to having a lasting community partner in 
BB&T’s Haymarket branch. 

f 

HONORING BRYANE HEABERLIN 
AND ALEXANDRA COSBY 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to tell a heartwarming story of two 
young soccer players united in their common 
humanity. 

Bryane Heaberlin is a sixteen-year-old goal-
keeper from St. Petersburg, Florida playing on 
the U.S. under-17 soccer team. Alexandra 
Cosby is the goalkeeper on Haiti’s under-17 
team. Last week, after the U.S. defeated Haiti 
at the Confederation of North, Central Amer-
ican and Caribbean Association Football Cup 
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