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with many organizations. He volunteers his 
own time to reach out to the fallen officers’ 
children by attending various retreats and 
events sponsored by Concerns of Police Sur-
vivors. He is also involved with the planning 
and implementation of the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Fund Museum 
project. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
the hard work of police officers like Officer 
Muzzatti. He serves as an example to all and 
today, I salute him. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, 
today I would like to recognize the centennial 
anniversary of the Sitka National Historic Park, 
which is the oldest federally designated park 
in Alaska. The park was established in 1890 
to commemorate the 1804 Battle of Sitka. All 
that remains of this last major conflict between 
Europeans and Alaska Natives is the site of 
the Tlingit Fort and battlefield, located within 
this scenic 113-acre park. 

In 1808, following this series of battles be-
tween the Tlingit natives and Governor 
Alexandr Baranov, Sitka was established as 
the capitol of what was then called Russian- 
America. Following the sale of this land to the 
United States after the decline of the otter fur 
trade, Sitka continued to be the seat of gov-
ernment for territorial Alaska until 1906, when 
the capital was moved to Juneau. 

Unofficially called ‘‘lover’s lane’’ or ‘‘totem 
park’’ by Sitka locals, the Sitka National His-
toric Park attracts nearly 300,000 visitors a 
year to its scenic coastal trails, beautiful tem-
perate rainforest, and world-class collection of 
Northwest coast totem poles. These histories 
carved in cedar were donated by Native lead-
ers from villages in Southeast Alaska, and 
were then brought to Sitka by Alaska’s then 
District Governor John G. Brady in 1905. 
Many poles exhibited along the park’s two 
miles of wooded pathways are replicas of the 
original totem poles. 

The park also boasts a visitor center which 
contains ethnographic exhibits and houses the 
Southeast Alaska Indian Cultural Center, 
where visitors can watch Native artists at 
work. Here, the park cares for more than 
154,000 museum collection items. These in-
clude Tlingit ethnographic pieces, Russian 
American archeological and historical items, 
historical photos, archives and herbarium 
specimens. Highlights of the collection include 
totem poles, Chilkat weaving, Tlingit oral his-
tory recordings, 19th Century Russian fur-
niture, Russian Orthodox icons and vestments, 
and two hundred original glass plate negatives 
by Sitkan photographer E.W. Merrill. Through 
these exhibits, visitors of the park get a rare 
peak into the unique cultures and lifestyles of 
Tlingit natives and Russian-American creoles. 

The experience continues at the Russian 
Bishop’s House, one of the last surviving ex-
amples of Russian colonial architecture in 

North America. This original 1842 log structure 
conveys the legacy of Russian America 
through exhibits, refurbished living quarters 
and the Chapel of the Annunciation. This 
house was once the center of the Russian Or-
thodox Church authority in a diocese that 
stretched from California to Siberian 
Kamchatka, at a time when Russia was still 
the dominant power in the Pacific Northwest. 
Today, it is an artifact of the heritage of Rus-
sian Orthodoxy in Alaska, which maintains a 
strong presence to this day. 

Given this unique combination of natural 
beauty, cultural history, and rare artifacts, it is 
no wonder that the Park played a significant 
role in Sitka’s recent designation as one of the 
Dozen Distinctive Destinations by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. Tucked away 
behind the dormant volcano Mt. Edgcumbe, 
the Sitka National Historic Park remains one 
of Alaska’s jewels. As the City of Sitka com-
memorates Sitka National Historic Park month, 
I would like to join Alaskans in recognizing the 
Park on its centennial celebration. 
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Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
ask that the House join me in recognizing the 
200th Anniversary of the Central Presbyterian 
Church of Geneseo, New York. 

The Central Presbyterian Church of Gen-
eseo has a rich and proud history of service 
and dedication to the Western New York Com-
munity, beginning back in 1810 when Mis-
sionary Daniel Oliver organized a small group 
of Congregationalists in Geneseo. 

The Church itself has been housed in sev-
eral different structures over the last 200 years 
but its mission and dedication to the commu-
nity have been constant. From the Reverend 
Daniel Oliver to its current pastor, the Rev-
erend Beth E. Godfrey, the Central Pres-
byterian Church has been honoring its mission 
statement of ‘‘encouraging spiritual growth’’ for 
the last 200 years. 

The Church has been serving both the re-
gional and international community since its 
foundation, through numerous service projects 
such as organizing food drives and partici-
pating in the Livingston County Habitat for Hu-
manity chapter to traveling to Juarez, Mexico 
to assist in the building of a shelter for abused 
women. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to congratulate and 
thank the Central Presbyterian Church of Gen-
eseo for their dedication and service to the 
community for the past 200 years. They are a 
true asset to Western New York, and I ask 
that the House please join me in recognizing 
their tremendous achievement and work they 
have done during this time. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize a community or-
ganization serving Northern Virginia, the Miss 
Greater Springfield Scholarship Organization. 
The Miss Greater Springfield Scholarship Or-
ganization is an affiliate of the Miss Virginia 
and Miss America Scholarship Organizations. 
The Miss America Organization, with its State 
and local affiliates, is the number one re-
source in the world for women’s educational 
scholarships; in 2006 alone over $45 million 
dollars was awarded to 12,000 women from 
throughout the country. 

Miss Greater Springfield is now going into 
its 7th year, and has consistently upheld a 
high standard for its competitors, attracting 
participants that have demonstrated a strong 
commitment to the community and a desire to 
improve the world around them. The contest-
ants support a variety of issues including au-
tism advocacy and awareness, The Children’s 
Miracle Network, and promoting organ dona-
tion. Miss Greater Springfield of 2009, Beth-
any Munt, has used her title as a platform to 
address the challenges facing our Nation’s 
schools and education system, and has been 
active with the Boys and Girls Clubs of Amer-
ica. Ms. Munt received her undergraduate de-
gree in child development and has taught 
school in New York State and New Zealand. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in congratulating Ms. Munt and the 
Miss Greater Springfield Scholarship Organi-
zation for their efforts to improve our commu-
nity and the lives of our young people. 
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Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Claude Ar-
thur ‘‘Skip’’ Wharton, Ill, of Seneca, South 
Carolina, and fellow alumnus of The Citadel, 
for a lifetime of distinguished service to the 
citizens of our state and to our country. From 
his time as a cadet at The Citadel to his cur-
rent position as Director of Business Oper-
ations for the Applied Research and Develop-
ment Institute, ARDI, of the South Carolina 
Research Authority, SCRA, Skip has led an 
admirable life and maintained a strong work 
ethic. His contributions to South Carolina and 
the United States in the fields of government 
contract administration, compliance, finance, 
budgeting, and costing are truly commend-
able. In my view, Skip is the embodiment of 
an upstanding and fine American citizen. 

After receiving his undergraduate degree 
from The Citadel, Skip served our country for 
four years in the United States Army as an Ar-
mored Cavalry Platoon Leader and a Troop 
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