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On September 21, 2009, Benjamin and his 

brother Graham arrived home from school to 
learn that two of their younger brothers had 
been playing in a flooded area and got caught 
in the rising waters and strengthening current. 
They had each managed to grab hold of a 
tree but were unable to get away from the 
rushing waters. These two young boys were 
now in grave danger of being swept away. 

Upon hearing this, Benjamin jumped back in 
his car and raced to the scene. He quickly 
jumped into the water in an attempt to reach 
his stranded brothers, but the debris-filled 
creek was moving too quickly. Graham and 
Mrs. Hooper soon arrived with a length of gar-
den hose which they passed to the two strug-
gling boys so they could be pulled to safety. 
One of the boys made it, but the youngest 
brother Cole lost his grip and disappeared be-
neath the swiftly moving water. 

Ignoring the danger to themselves, both 
Benjamin and Graham immediately jumped in 
after Cole. The current soon pulled Graham 
too far downstream, but once Cole surfaced, 
Benjamin was able to swim to his younger 
brother and hold his head above the water. 
The raging current then carried the boys 
downstream where they passed through a tun-
nel beneath a nearby road. By this point, the 
water level had risen to only a few feet below 
the top of this tunnel. 

After successfully navigating this danger, 
Benjamin passed Cole off to Graham, who 
was now stationed by a nearby tree. Graham 
was then able to pull Cole out of the creek, 
but Benjamin was forced to continue swim-
ming until he reached an area where the cur-
rent had subsided. After exiting the creek him-
self, Benjamin walked back to his now re-
united family, checked everyone for injuries, 
took steps to prevent the onset of hypo-
thermia, and helped to calm his understand-
ably upset mother. Miraculously, none of the 
Hooper boys had suffered serious injuries de-
spite the life threatening peril they endured. 

For his courageous and quick action, the 
Boy Scouts of America awarded Benjamin 
Hooper the Medal of Honor with Crossed 
Palms. Only 231 of these medals have been 
awarded since its inception in 1938. In the 
humble fashion always exhibited by true he-
roes, Benjamin said after receiving the award 
that, ‘‘I was just there at the right time.’’ 

So it is with great admiration that I pay trib-
ute to Benjamin Hooper here in the U.S. 
House of Representatives today. May our en-
tire Nation take heed of both his immeas-
urable courage and tremendous humility. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$12,643,701,402,529.55. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $2,005,275,656,235.75 so far this Con-

gress. The debt has increased 
$7,038,446,389.48 since just yesterday. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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HONORING THE MEMBERS OF 
CHEROKEE PATROL IN BOY 
SCOUT TROOP 1011 

HON. TOM PRICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the members of Cher-
okee Patrol in Boy Scout Troop 1011 for their 
achievements in Scouting. 

Sponsored by Mount Bethel United Meth-
odist Church in Marietta, Georgia, Troop 1011 
has helped shape the lives of young men 
since its founding in 1972. Over the years, 
more than 200 members of Troop 1011 have 
attained the coveted rank of Eagle Scout. On 
March 21, they will add seven high school 
seniors to that list: Connor Reed Crank; Pres-
ton William Ehlers; Kirkland Douglas Malcolm; 
George Capron Merriam; C. Joseph Privateer; 
James Benjamin Stamberger; and Alexander 
Conrad Walgren. 

In Scouting, troops typically are subdivided 
into smaller groups known as patrols. And the 
seven young men just mentioned represent 
the complete membership of Troop 1011’s 
Cherokee Patrol. Fewer than two percent of all 
young men who begin Scouting ever become 
Eagle Scouts, so it is exceedingly rare for 
each member of a single patrol to reach this 
pinnacle. 

In fact, Madam Speaker, it is downright ex-
traordinary for an entire patrol to be awarded 
the rank of Eagle on the exact same day. 

For meeting certain measures in addition to 
this rare achievement, Cherokee Patrol has 
also received the Honor Patrol Award. This 
award is only bestowed upon patrols whose 
membership makes the extra effort to be ex-
emplary Scouts. Clearly these seven new 
Eagle Scouts pass that test with flying colors. 

I wish every one of these fine young men 
the very best in their future endeavors. 
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CONGRATULATING BARBARA 
POSEY ON HER RECEIPT OF THE 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and congratulate Barbara 
Posey upon her receipt of the Congressional 
Gold Medal on March 10, 2010 for her service 
with the Women’s Air Force Service Pilots 
(WASPs). 

During World War II more than sixty years 
ago, the Women’s Air Force Service Pilots 
worked under the direction of the United 
States Army Air Forces. These female civilian 
pilots flew fighter, bomber, transport, and train-

ing aircraft. The women of the WASPs pio-
neered the contribution of American women to 
the war effort. This commitment to their coun-
try was a catalyst for the reform that led to the 
integration of women pilots into the U.S. 
Armed Services. 

Mrs. Posey’s dedication to flying began 
when she became captivated during her first 
trip on board a plane. The joy she felt in the 
air led her to pursue her dream to become a 
pilot. She traveled to Cortland, New York to 
earn her pilot’s license and in January of 
1944, joined the WASPs. At Avenger field in 
Sweetwater, Texas she completed the same 
training program required by male pilots. Bar-
bara Posey was one of 1,074 graduates of the 
program, and served as a test pilot at Shaw 
Army Airfield in Columbia, South Carolina, fly-
ing repaired planes that had been damaged in 
training operations. Although the director of 
the program had intended to militarize and 
commission the pilots, the improving military 
situation in 1944 reduced the need for addi-
tional pilots to be sent overseas. 

In January of 1945, Barbara married John 
Posey before he left for the Pacific theatre. 
She has been blessed with 8 children, 27 
grandchildren, and 22 great grandchildren. Be-
fore her retirement in 1986, she continued her 
excitement for aviation by helping with a 
grassroots aviation effort in the Delaware Val-
ley. 

Madam Speaker, once again I applaud Bar-
bara Posey for her dedication, service and ac-
complishment. I offer my heartfelt congratula-
tions to her on the momentous occasion of 
being awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, 
the highest civilian honor that Congress can 
award. I am honored to represent Barbara 
Posey in Congress. 
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HONORING ISAAC ALLEN AMES 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Isaac Allen Ames, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 134, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Isaac has been very active with his troop 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Isaac has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Isaac Allen Ames for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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