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On September 21, 2009, Benjamin and his 

brother Graham arrived home from school to 
learn that two of their younger brothers had 
been playing in a flooded area and got caught 
in the rising waters and strengthening current. 
They had each managed to grab hold of a 
tree but were unable to get away from the 
rushing waters. These two young boys were 
now in grave danger of being swept away. 

Upon hearing this, Benjamin jumped back in 
his car and raced to the scene. He quickly 
jumped into the water in an attempt to reach 
his stranded brothers, but the debris-filled 
creek was moving too quickly. Graham and 
Mrs. Hooper soon arrived with a length of gar-
den hose which they passed to the two strug-
gling boys so they could be pulled to safety. 
One of the boys made it, but the youngest 
brother Cole lost his grip and disappeared be-
neath the swiftly moving water. 

Ignoring the danger to themselves, both 
Benjamin and Graham immediately jumped in 
after Cole. The current soon pulled Graham 
too far downstream, but once Cole surfaced, 
Benjamin was able to swim to his younger 
brother and hold his head above the water. 
The raging current then carried the boys 
downstream where they passed through a tun-
nel beneath a nearby road. By this point, the 
water level had risen to only a few feet below 
the top of this tunnel. 

After successfully navigating this danger, 
Benjamin passed Cole off to Graham, who 
was now stationed by a nearby tree. Graham 
was then able to pull Cole out of the creek, 
but Benjamin was forced to continue swim-
ming until he reached an area where the cur-
rent had subsided. After exiting the creek him-
self, Benjamin walked back to his now re-
united family, checked everyone for injuries, 
took steps to prevent the onset of hypo-
thermia, and helped to calm his understand-
ably upset mother. Miraculously, none of the 
Hooper boys had suffered serious injuries de-
spite the life threatening peril they endured. 

For his courageous and quick action, the 
Boy Scouts of America awarded Benjamin 
Hooper the Medal of Honor with Crossed 
Palms. Only 231 of these medals have been 
awarded since its inception in 1938. In the 
humble fashion always exhibited by true he-
roes, Benjamin said after receiving the award 
that, ‘‘I was just there at the right time.’’ 

So it is with great admiration that I pay trib-
ute to Benjamin Hooper here in the U.S. 
House of Representatives today. May our en-
tire Nation take heed of both his immeas-
urable courage and tremendous humility. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$12,643,701,402,529.55. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $2,005,275,656,235.75 so far this Con-

gress. The debt has increased 
$7,038,446,389.48 since just yesterday. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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HONORING THE MEMBERS OF 
CHEROKEE PATROL IN BOY 
SCOUT TROOP 1011 

HON. TOM PRICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the members of Cher-
okee Patrol in Boy Scout Troop 1011 for their 
achievements in Scouting. 

Sponsored by Mount Bethel United Meth-
odist Church in Marietta, Georgia, Troop 1011 
has helped shape the lives of young men 
since its founding in 1972. Over the years, 
more than 200 members of Troop 1011 have 
attained the coveted rank of Eagle Scout. On 
March 21, they will add seven high school 
seniors to that list: Connor Reed Crank; Pres-
ton William Ehlers; Kirkland Douglas Malcolm; 
George Capron Merriam; C. Joseph Privateer; 
James Benjamin Stamberger; and Alexander 
Conrad Walgren. 

In Scouting, troops typically are subdivided 
into smaller groups known as patrols. And the 
seven young men just mentioned represent 
the complete membership of Troop 1011’s 
Cherokee Patrol. Fewer than two percent of all 
young men who begin Scouting ever become 
Eagle Scouts, so it is exceedingly rare for 
each member of a single patrol to reach this 
pinnacle. 

In fact, Madam Speaker, it is downright ex-
traordinary for an entire patrol to be awarded 
the rank of Eagle on the exact same day. 

For meeting certain measures in addition to 
this rare achievement, Cherokee Patrol has 
also received the Honor Patrol Award. This 
award is only bestowed upon patrols whose 
membership makes the extra effort to be ex-
emplary Scouts. Clearly these seven new 
Eagle Scouts pass that test with flying colors. 

I wish every one of these fine young men 
the very best in their future endeavors. 
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CONGRATULATING BARBARA 
POSEY ON HER RECEIPT OF THE 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and congratulate Barbara 
Posey upon her receipt of the Congressional 
Gold Medal on March 10, 2010 for her service 
with the Women’s Air Force Service Pilots 
(WASPs). 

During World War II more than sixty years 
ago, the Women’s Air Force Service Pilots 
worked under the direction of the United 
States Army Air Forces. These female civilian 
pilots flew fighter, bomber, transport, and train-

ing aircraft. The women of the WASPs pio-
neered the contribution of American women to 
the war effort. This commitment to their coun-
try was a catalyst for the reform that led to the 
integration of women pilots into the U.S. 
Armed Services. 

Mrs. Posey’s dedication to flying began 
when she became captivated during her first 
trip on board a plane. The joy she felt in the 
air led her to pursue her dream to become a 
pilot. She traveled to Cortland, New York to 
earn her pilot’s license and in January of 
1944, joined the WASPs. At Avenger field in 
Sweetwater, Texas she completed the same 
training program required by male pilots. Bar-
bara Posey was one of 1,074 graduates of the 
program, and served as a test pilot at Shaw 
Army Airfield in Columbia, South Carolina, fly-
ing repaired planes that had been damaged in 
training operations. Although the director of 
the program had intended to militarize and 
commission the pilots, the improving military 
situation in 1944 reduced the need for addi-
tional pilots to be sent overseas. 

In January of 1945, Barbara married John 
Posey before he left for the Pacific theatre. 
She has been blessed with 8 children, 27 
grandchildren, and 22 great grandchildren. Be-
fore her retirement in 1986, she continued her 
excitement for aviation by helping with a 
grassroots aviation effort in the Delaware Val-
ley. 

Madam Speaker, once again I applaud Bar-
bara Posey for her dedication, service and ac-
complishment. I offer my heartfelt congratula-
tions to her on the momentous occasion of 
being awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, 
the highest civilian honor that Congress can 
award. I am honored to represent Barbara 
Posey in Congress. 

f 

HONORING ISAAC ALLEN AMES 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Isaac Allen Ames, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 134, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Isaac has been very active with his troop 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Isaac has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Isaac Allen Ames for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 11:33 Apr 23, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR10\E17MR0.000 E17MR0em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 156, Pt. 33750 March 17, 2010 
AMERICANS DESERVE BETTER 

THAN OBAMACARE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to respectfully ask that my col-
leagues reject Obamacare, which if enacted 
into law, will seriously undermine, erode, dam-
age—and perhaps even destroy—health care 
in America. 

On substance, the Senate-passed text of 
over 2,700 pages now pending in the House 
is egregiously flawed. This is truly a bad bill 
and is anything but reform. 

On process, the near total lack of trans-
parency and misuse of majority party power to 
ram Obamacare through the Congress, makes 
it the quintessential example of what’s so 
dreadfully wrong with Washington. 

No wonder growing numbers of Americans 
are fed up, losing faith and angry at the Dem-
ocrat-controlled Congress and the White 
House. 

No wonder millions of people including Tea 
Party activists are demanding accountability 
and defeat of Obamacare. 

This has been—and is—an unseemly proc-
ess unworthy of a national legislature—any 
legislature for that matter—especially one with 
an enviable two-century-old history of law-
making. 

If President Obama wins passage of this bill 
when it comes to a vote, it will be a Pyrrhic 
victory at best. 

This is not Congress’ finest hour. 
Rest assured that if Obamacare was sound 

and prudent policy—fiscally and morally—and 
an efficacious way of facilitating quality health 
care coverage, members of both sides of the 
aisle and across the ideological spectrum 
would be lining up to support it. 

If this was a good bill, persuasion, not pres-
sure would convince a large majority of the 
members to embrace it. 

Instead, blunt force is being applied like a 
vice grip to ‘‘convince’’ the unconvinced and 
undecided to cave, conform and capitulate. 

On cost, Obamacare is riddled with account-
ing gimmicks—all designed to make the total 
price tag appear smaller than it really is. 

In order to avoid sticker shock, Obamacare 
collects new taxes, fees, and shifts billions 
from Medicare for a full four years before ben-
efits kick in. This trick results in an estimated, 
but grossly misleading cost of care of $871 bil-
lion over 10 years. 

Let me underscore that point, the federal 
government will collect huge amounts of new 
taxes, fees and will rob Medicare for a full 10 
years—before payouts for services begin four 
years from now. 

But when 10 years of revenue are matched 
with 10 years of benefits, the real cost comes 
in at a staggering $2.3 trillion. 

I would note parenthetically, that 
Obamacare will exacerbate Obamadebt. 
(When you eliminate double-counting of Medi-
care cuts, Social Security cuts, and the use of 
CLASS Act premiums, the Democrats claim of 
deficit reduction disappears into another mas-
sive wave of red ink of $466 billion over the 

first 10 years and $1.4 trillion over the second 
10 years.) Even without passage of this bill, 
under the President’s 2011 budget proposal, 
federal spending will increase to a record $3.8 
trillion in 2011 alone. By 2020, the President’s 
own 10-year budget analysis projects a more 
than doubling of debt to a record $18.6 trillion. 

Because Obamacare diverts $500 billion 
from Medicare, there is no doubt whatsoever 
that senior citizens and disabled persons will 
lose certain health benefits they now enjoy. 
Medicare Advantage is protected in Florida— 
the so-called Gatorade fix—but not in my state 
of New Jersey or anywhere else. Medicare 
Advantage is used by over 11 million people 
nationwide including 15,983 people in my 
Congressional district alone. The Senate bill 
slashes nearly $120 billion from Medicare Ad-
vantage plans, jeopardizing millions of seniors’ 
existing coverage. So much for the President’s 
promise that if you like your health plan, you 
can keep it; no you can’t! 

Madam Speaker, for the first time ever, 
Obamacare forces Americans to acquire an 
approved health plan or pay a stiff penalty— 
like they committed a crime. 

The penalty is huge—the greater of $750 
per person per year (up to $2,250 per family) 
or 2 percent of household income. No person 
in America should be coerced into buying 
medical insurance. 

Under Obamacare, premiums for non-group 
family insurance will increase by as much as 
$2,000 per year. The Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) estimates that by 2016, pre-
miums will increase by 10–13 percent over 
what would happen under current law. Con-
versely, CBO had estimated that the Repub-
lican plan which I strongly support would de-
crease some premiums by 5–10 percent. 

The Republican alternative focuses on low-
ering health care premiums for families and 
small businesses, increasing access to afford-
able, high-quality care, and promoting 
healthier lifestyles—without increasing taxes or 
adding to the crushing debt Washington has 
placed on our children and grandchildren and 
without cutting Medicare. 

Obamacare would also create nearly 160 
boards, commissions and programs and would 
vest sweeping powers on bureaucrats to de-
termine what benefits are covered and not and 
at what cost. 

Even though last September, President 
Obama stood a mere 20 feet away from 
where I am standing now, and told a joint ses-
sion of Congress that ‘‘no federal dollars will 
be used to fund abortions, and federal con-
science laws will remain in place,’’ his legisla-
tion today constitutes the largest expansion of 
abortion since Roe v. Wade itself, and makes 
a mockery of that pledge. 

Additionally, Obamacare fails to institute real 
medical liability reforms to end junk lawsuits 
and curb the costs of defensive medicine— 
these have long been identified as significant 
forces in driving up health costs. 

The goal of responsible health care reform 
should be to provide credible health insurance 
coverage for everyone, strengthening the 
health care safety net so that no one is left 
out, and incentivizing quality and innovation, 
as well as healthy behaviors and prevention. 
This means that the current private health in-
surance market will have to be reformed to put 

patients first, and to eliminate denials of pre- 
existing conditions and lifetime caps and pro-
moting portability between jobs and geo-
graphic areas, including across state lines. 
The tax code should be modernized to pro-
mote affordability and individual control, pro-
vide assistance to low-income and middle- 
class families. Medicare requires reform to be 
more efficient and responsive, with sustainable 
payment rates. 

Of course, responsible health care reform 
will respect basic principles of justice: it will 
put patients and their doctors in charge of 
medical decisions, not insurance companies or 
government bureaucrats. It will also ensure 
that the lives and health of all persons are re-
spected regardless of stage of development, 
age or disability. 

It’s time to go back to the drawing board 
and address what’s broken and fix it. 

The American public deserves better than 
what’s on the table. 

f 

HONORING MEREDITH O’MALLEY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Meredith O’Malley, a very special 
young lady who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of service and citizenship. Meredith 
has recently been named one of the top youth 
volunteers in Missouri for 2010 in the 15th an-
nual Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. 

Meredith is recognized for this prestigious 
award because of the positive impact she has 
made in her community. Her initiative, cre-
ativity, and selfless volunteerism make her a 
worthy recipient. Meredith should be proud to 
be a model citizen amongst the youth in her 
community and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Meredith 
will continue to use her many talents as tools 
for the betterment of her community and our 
nation. I respectfully urge you to join me in 
commending Meredith on this monumental 
achievement. 

f 

HONORING MEGAN CORBIN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Megan Corbin, a very special young 
lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of 
service and citizenship. Megan has recently 
been named one of the top youth volunteers 
in Missouri for 2010 in the 15th annual Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Awards. 

Megan is recognized for this prestigious 
award because of the positive impact she has 
made in her community. Her initiative, cre-
ativity, and selfless volunteerism make her a 
worthy recipient. Megan should be proud to be 
a model citizen amongst the youth in her com-
munity and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Megan will 
continue to use her many talents as tools for 
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