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AMERICANS DESERVE BETTER 

THAN OBAMACARE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to respectfully ask that my col-
leagues reject Obamacare, which if enacted 
into law, will seriously undermine, erode, dam-
age—and perhaps even destroy—health care 
in America. 

On substance, the Senate-passed text of 
over 2,700 pages now pending in the House 
is egregiously flawed. This is truly a bad bill 
and is anything but reform. 

On process, the near total lack of trans-
parency and misuse of majority party power to 
ram Obamacare through the Congress, makes 
it the quintessential example of what’s so 
dreadfully wrong with Washington. 

No wonder growing numbers of Americans 
are fed up, losing faith and angry at the Dem-
ocrat-controlled Congress and the White 
House. 

No wonder millions of people including Tea 
Party activists are demanding accountability 
and defeat of Obamacare. 

This has been—and is—an unseemly proc-
ess unworthy of a national legislature—any 
legislature for that matter—especially one with 
an enviable two-century-old history of law-
making. 

If President Obama wins passage of this bill 
when it comes to a vote, it will be a Pyrrhic 
victory at best. 

This is not Congress’ finest hour. 
Rest assured that if Obamacare was sound 

and prudent policy—fiscally and morally—and 
an efficacious way of facilitating quality health 
care coverage, members of both sides of the 
aisle and across the ideological spectrum 
would be lining up to support it. 

If this was a good bill, persuasion, not pres-
sure would convince a large majority of the 
members to embrace it. 

Instead, blunt force is being applied like a 
vice grip to ‘‘convince’’ the unconvinced and 
undecided to cave, conform and capitulate. 

On cost, Obamacare is riddled with account-
ing gimmicks—all designed to make the total 
price tag appear smaller than it really is. 

In order to avoid sticker shock, Obamacare 
collects new taxes, fees, and shifts billions 
from Medicare for a full four years before ben-
efits kick in. This trick results in an estimated, 
but grossly misleading cost of care of $871 bil-
lion over 10 years. 

Let me underscore that point, the federal 
government will collect huge amounts of new 
taxes, fees and will rob Medicare for a full 10 
years—before payouts for services begin four 
years from now. 

But when 10 years of revenue are matched 
with 10 years of benefits, the real cost comes 
in at a staggering $2.3 trillion. 

I would note parenthetically, that 
Obamacare will exacerbate Obamadebt. 
(When you eliminate double-counting of Medi-
care cuts, Social Security cuts, and the use of 
CLASS Act premiums, the Democrats claim of 
deficit reduction disappears into another mas-
sive wave of red ink of $466 billion over the 

first 10 years and $1.4 trillion over the second 
10 years.) Even without passage of this bill, 
under the President’s 2011 budget proposal, 
federal spending will increase to a record $3.8 
trillion in 2011 alone. By 2020, the President’s 
own 10-year budget analysis projects a more 
than doubling of debt to a record $18.6 trillion. 

Because Obamacare diverts $500 billion 
from Medicare, there is no doubt whatsoever 
that senior citizens and disabled persons will 
lose certain health benefits they now enjoy. 
Medicare Advantage is protected in Florida— 
the so-called Gatorade fix—but not in my state 
of New Jersey or anywhere else. Medicare 
Advantage is used by over 11 million people 
nationwide including 15,983 people in my 
Congressional district alone. The Senate bill 
slashes nearly $120 billion from Medicare Ad-
vantage plans, jeopardizing millions of seniors’ 
existing coverage. So much for the President’s 
promise that if you like your health plan, you 
can keep it; no you can’t! 

Madam Speaker, for the first time ever, 
Obamacare forces Americans to acquire an 
approved health plan or pay a stiff penalty— 
like they committed a crime. 

The penalty is huge—the greater of $750 
per person per year (up to $2,250 per family) 
or 2 percent of household income. No person 
in America should be coerced into buying 
medical insurance. 

Under Obamacare, premiums for non-group 
family insurance will increase by as much as 
$2,000 per year. The Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) estimates that by 2016, pre-
miums will increase by 10–13 percent over 
what would happen under current law. Con-
versely, CBO had estimated that the Repub-
lican plan which I strongly support would de-
crease some premiums by 5–10 percent. 

The Republican alternative focuses on low-
ering health care premiums for families and 
small businesses, increasing access to afford-
able, high-quality care, and promoting 
healthier lifestyles—without increasing taxes or 
adding to the crushing debt Washington has 
placed on our children and grandchildren and 
without cutting Medicare. 

Obamacare would also create nearly 160 
boards, commissions and programs and would 
vest sweeping powers on bureaucrats to de-
termine what benefits are covered and not and 
at what cost. 

Even though last September, President 
Obama stood a mere 20 feet away from 
where I am standing now, and told a joint ses-
sion of Congress that ‘‘no federal dollars will 
be used to fund abortions, and federal con-
science laws will remain in place,’’ his legisla-
tion today constitutes the largest expansion of 
abortion since Roe v. Wade itself, and makes 
a mockery of that pledge. 

Additionally, Obamacare fails to institute real 
medical liability reforms to end junk lawsuits 
and curb the costs of defensive medicine— 
these have long been identified as significant 
forces in driving up health costs. 

The goal of responsible health care reform 
should be to provide credible health insurance 
coverage for everyone, strengthening the 
health care safety net so that no one is left 
out, and incentivizing quality and innovation, 
as well as healthy behaviors and prevention. 
This means that the current private health in-
surance market will have to be reformed to put 

patients first, and to eliminate denials of pre- 
existing conditions and lifetime caps and pro-
moting portability between jobs and geo-
graphic areas, including across state lines. 
The tax code should be modernized to pro-
mote affordability and individual control, pro-
vide assistance to low-income and middle- 
class families. Medicare requires reform to be 
more efficient and responsive, with sustainable 
payment rates. 

Of course, responsible health care reform 
will respect basic principles of justice: it will 
put patients and their doctors in charge of 
medical decisions, not insurance companies or 
government bureaucrats. It will also ensure 
that the lives and health of all persons are re-
spected regardless of stage of development, 
age or disability. 

It’s time to go back to the drawing board 
and address what’s broken and fix it. 

The American public deserves better than 
what’s on the table. 

f 

HONORING MEREDITH O’MALLEY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Meredith O’Malley, a very special 
young lady who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of service and citizenship. Meredith 
has recently been named one of the top youth 
volunteers in Missouri for 2010 in the 15th an-
nual Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. 

Meredith is recognized for this prestigious 
award because of the positive impact she has 
made in her community. Her initiative, cre-
ativity, and selfless volunteerism make her a 
worthy recipient. Meredith should be proud to 
be a model citizen amongst the youth in her 
community and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Meredith 
will continue to use her many talents as tools 
for the betterment of her community and our 
nation. I respectfully urge you to join me in 
commending Meredith on this monumental 
achievement. 

f 

HONORING MEGAN CORBIN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Megan Corbin, a very special young 
lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of 
service and citizenship. Megan has recently 
been named one of the top youth volunteers 
in Missouri for 2010 in the 15th annual Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Awards. 

Megan is recognized for this prestigious 
award because of the positive impact she has 
made in her community. Her initiative, cre-
ativity, and selfless volunteerism make her a 
worthy recipient. Megan should be proud to be 
a model citizen amongst the youth in her com-
munity and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Megan will 
continue to use her many talents as tools for 
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the betterment of her community and our na-
tion. I respectfully urge you to join me in com-
mending Megan on this monumental achieve-
ment. 

f 

IRAN EXECUTES OPPOSITION 
ACTIVISTS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, freedom is rare-
ly free. When you don’t have it, you’re under 
someone else’s yolk, someone else’s power. 
And for you to get it, you have to take that 
power from the oppressor. And while history 
has recorded some peaceful transitions, the 
transfer of power most often comes with the 
shedding of blood. So freedom has to be de-
sired, yearned for, knowing that the struggle 
for it could cost you your life but is worth it— 
if not for you to enjoy, then for your children 
and grandchildren. 

The totalitarian regime in Tehran has tor-
tured, imprisoned, and executed thousands 
simply because they wanted to be free. On 
January 28, it continued its brutal oppression 
with the first known executions of opposition 
activists since unrest broke out following 
June’s disputed presidential elections. Moham-
mad Reza Ali Zamani and Arash Rahmanipour 
were men that courageously made the choice 
to stand up to their oppressor. Faced with the 
choice between suffering under the indefinite 
rule of an oppressive regime and giving their 
lives so that others might be free, they self-
lessly chose the latter. We honor their sac-
rifice by continuing their fight so that all Ira-
nians may one day be free. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, March 16, 2010, I was not present for 4 
recorded votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted the following way: roll No. 116— 
yea, roll No. 117—yea, roll No. 118—yea, roll 
No. 119—yea. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Monday, 
March 15, 2010, I was not present for 4 re-
corded votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted the following way: roll No. 112— 
yea; roll No. 113—yea; roll No. 114—yea; roll 
No. 115—yea. 

HONORING BRAIN AWARENESS 
WEEK 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Brain Awareness Week sup-
ported by the Society for Neuroscience and 
nearly 2,400 other organizations, by high-
lighting a serious brain condition that affects a 
large number of our men and women in uni-
form: Traumatic Brain Injury, TBI. 

Each year, up to 30,000 of our combat sol-
diers in Iraq and Afghanistan and an esti-
mated 1.5 million Americans sustain a trau-
matic brain injury. Some patients are fortunate 
and heal with few long-term symptoms. Other 
patients suffer significant disabilities for the 
rest of their lives, while others pass away as 
a result of their brain injury. In New Jersey, 
there are approximately 9,000 traumatic brain 
injuries a year, ten percent of which prove 
fatal. 

Research is needed to understand why 
some patients recover while others face long- 
term health issues from brain trauma. One of 
the key reasons for this is from secondary 
conditions that occur after the initial injury, 
such as insufficient blood flow to the brain, in-
sufficient blood oxygen, or brain swelling. We 
must invest in more research to learn how to 
halt or prevent these secondary conditions to 
help more patients recover. 

There is no standard treatment for traumatic 
brain injury. Neuroscience research has con-
tributed significantly in discovering new med-
ical treatments for TBI patients. For instance, 
this month the Pentagon announced a new 
military policy where soldiers who have experi-
enced a vehicle or roadside blast would be 
pulled from the war zone, evaluated for 24 
hours, and checked for mild traumatic brain in-
jury. This policy change was the result of re-
search that showed that immediately exam-
ining and treating our troops reduces the 
chances of negative effects of serious head in-
juries. 

As a member of the Congressional Brain In-
jury Task Force, I believe we must continue to 
invest in innovative research to understand 
and treat brain injury in order to ensure a bet-
ter quality of life for our soldiers and citizens 
struggling with this condition. For this reason, 
along with many others, I ask my colleagues 
to support a strong research investment in this 
year’s budget, which will improve treatments 
for brain injury and other health conditions 
while laying the groundwork for our future eco-
nomic growth. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-

mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 18, 2010 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MARCH 22 

2 p.m. 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe 
To receive a briefing on minorities and 

members of immigrant communities, 
focusing on reported instances of racial 
and ethnic profiling by police through-
out the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OCSE) region. 

CVC 
4 p.m. 

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Business meeting to consider an original 

bill entitled, ‘‘Restoring American Fi-
nancial Stability Act of 2010’’. 

SD–538 

MARCH 23 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Elizabeth A. McGrath, of Vir-
ginia, to be Deputy Chief Management 
Officer, Michael J. McCord, of Virginia, 
to be Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retary, Comptroller, Sharon E. Burke, 
of Maryland, to be Director of Oper-
ational Energy Plans and Programs, 
Solomon B. Watson IV, of New York, to 
be General Counsel of the Department 
of the Army, and Katherine Hammack, 
of Arizona, to be Assistant Secretary of 
the Army, all of the Department of De-
fense. 

SH–216 
Judiciary 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Department of Justice. 

SD–226 
11 a.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Major General Robert A. Har-
ding, United States Army (Retired), of 
Virginia, to be Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administra-
tion and to be Assistant Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

SR–253 
2:15 p.m. 

Foreign Relations 
Business meeting to consider S. 1382, to 

improve and expand the Peace Corps 
for the 21st century, S. 2839, to amend 
the Torture Victims Relief Act of 1998 
to authorize appropriations to provide 
assistance for domestic and foreign 
programs and centers for treatment of 
victims of torture, S. 624, to provide 
100,000,000 people with first-time access 
to safe drinking water and sanitation 
on a sustainable basis by 2015 by im-
proving the capacity of the United 
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