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cases overseas, and in other cases, they 
are being done, farmed out and con-
tracted out, to someone outside of the 
airline itself. 

We require the disclosure of the air-
line operating flights. When a con-
sumer buys a ticket on an airline, we 
want them to understand who is the 
company that is carrying them, not 
what is the brand on the airline, but 
what company is this, so they have 
some sense of who is in charge of that 
flight. 

Access to all pilots records. You 
know regarding the captain in the 
Colgan flight, the CEO of Colgan Air 
said: Had I known the failures of that 
captain in certain exams and tests 
along the way, in certifying these var-
ious licenses, we would not have hired 
that captain. And yet the company did 
not know. That will not be the case in 
the future. 

Those are just some, not all, of the 
safety issues. They are very important. 
I am convinced that lives will be saved. 
I do not suggest this is the entire set of 
issues that has to be resolved. More re-
mains to be done and we will remain on 
the case to do that. We will continue 
even now with additional hearings. 

Finally, I want to say on the issue of 
modernization, this too is so impor-
tant. It relates to safety, but it relates 
to other things. It relates to the re-
duced use of fuel, more direct routing, 
better timelines for trips for pas-
sengers, because they will get to their 
destination more quickly; less spacing 
between airplanes in the sky. That is 
because, rather than fly to the old 
ground-based radar system, where you 
know about where an airline is, you 
only know about where it is when the 
transponder flashes a dot on that 
screen in front of the air traffic con-
troller, and the next 7 or so seconds 
that airplane is somewhere else. 

Well, using the GPS system which all 
of us, or at least some of us—I do not 
have, but many people use it in their 
car, use it on their cell phone. The 
common use of the GPS is all over the 
world these days, except we do not use 
it, by and large, for commercial air-
lines, and we should. 

Air traffic control modernization 
means ground-based systems that need 
to be built, it means protocols that 
have to be developed, it means equi-
page in the cockpit. But we must get 
there not in 15 or 20 years, we must get 
there soon. So this piece of legislation 
dramatically advances those timelines. 

Some talk about waiting and fin-
ishing this job in 15 years. We substan-
tially truncated the time to say: No, 
let’s get this done. So those are the sig-
nificant issues. 

Again, I want to thank Margaret 
McCarthy on my staff, along with the 
other staff I have previously men-
tioned. 

I especially again want to say, I have 
served on the Commerce Committee for 

a good many years, and we have 
worked on a lot of issues. It has such a 
wide jurisdiction, a wide range of inter-
ests and issues. Senator ROCKEFELLER 
assumed control of the Commerce 
Committee just this Congress, and I 
think has done an extraordinary job. I 
appreciate his leadership. I appreciate 
the fact that he gave us not only direc-
tions but the reins to work in the sub-
committee, and then he and the rank-
ing member worked very hard at the 
full committee to put this piece of leg-
islation together. 

It is rare indeed in this day and age 
to find a piece of legislation that 
passes the Senate in a record vote, that 
is a piece of legislation of great con-
sequence, that deals with many issues, 
some of them controversial, to be 
passed by the Senate with no negative 
votes at all. Think of that. No negative 
votes cast on this bill today. 

Would not it be nice if we could see 
more of that kind of togetherness, 
coming together on public policy that 
all of us think is good for this country 
and its future. 

I wanted to again say how proud I am 
of this legislation and how important 
it is to this country. I am pleased that 
this is the next step, an important 
step, and then we would conference 
with the House and bring a conference 
report back, and it will be signed by 
the President. We will have all done 
something to advance safety and mod-
ernization in aviation in this country; 
not just for commercial aviation, but 
for general aviation, which is an in-
creasingly important part of our avia-
tion system. 

Madam President, I also want to take 
this opportunity to say a few words 
about the Disadvantaged Business En-
terprise—DBE—Program and the Air-
port Concessions Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Enterprise—ACDBE—Program, or 
the DBE Programs. As the Senate is 
well aware, this program was origi-
nally enacted by Congress to level the 
playing field for minority and women 
contractors working in airport related 
businesses. 

While we have made considerable 
progress toward that goal over the 
years, unfortunately a good deal more 
work remains. The Commerce Com-
mittee examined disparity studies doc-
umenting the existence of discrimina-
tion in public contracting while consid-
ering and drafting FAA reauthoriza-
tion legislation. We concluded that the 
DBE Program remains necessary to 
thwart ongoing discrimination and de-
termined that several improvements to 
the DBE Programs were necessary. I 
am pleased that the FAA Reauthoriza-
tion bill includes provisions to adjust 
the personal net worth calculation for 
inflation, to require certification train-
ing of officials involved in the review 
of DBE applications, to prohibit excess 
bonding requirements, and to ensure 
that retirement savings are not in-

cluded in the personal net worth cal-
culation. 

The evidence of discrimination in-
cluded in disparities studies makes 
clear that discrimination against mi-
nority and women owned businesses is 
still a serious problem in airport-re-
lated businesses and beyond. This is 
unacceptable. The DBE and ACDBE 
Programs are the only current safe-
guard against the problems of business 
discrimination in the airport context. I 
am encouraged that this bill includes 
provisions to ensure the continued 
health of the program and to promote 
a level playing field within the indus-
try. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT JONATHAN J. RICHARDSON 
Mr. PRYOR. Madam President, it is 

with a heavy heart that today I honor 
U.S. Army Sgt. Jonathan J. Richard-
son from Bald Knob, AR, and pay trib-
ute to his life and service to our coun-
try. 

Sergeant Richardson was a fire sup-
port specialist who lost his life from 
wounds suffered when his unit came 
under fire in Khost Province, Afghani-
stan. He was a member of the C Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 187th Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division, and had pre-
viously served in Iraq with the same 
unit. He was never afraid to go where 
the action was, knowing that the line 
of fire was where he was needed most. 

Sergeant Richardson served both 
tours with courage and distinction, re-
ceiving awards including the Army 
Commendation Medal, Iraq Campaign 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Serv-
ice Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, 
and National Defense Service Medal. 

Sergeant Richardson graduated from 
Bald Knob High School in 2004, where 
he was a talented student and excelled 
on the football team. His family and 
friends described him as an honorable 
man, devoted to his wife and family. 
These qualities were readily apparent 
on the battlefield, where his comrades 
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called him ‘‘the kind of leader soldiers 
strive to emulate.’’ He was committed 
to serving others, and while he could 
have done a great many things with his 
young life, he chose to serve our Na-
tion in the military. This commitment 
to serve is, to me, what makes Ser-
geant Richardson a true hero. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
Sergeant Richardson’s wife Rachel, 
parents, Sharon and Jeffery, and all 
those who loved him during this heart-
breaking time. 

As John 15:13 states: ‘‘Greater love 
has no one than this, that one lay down 
his life for his friends.’’ Sergeant Rich-
ardson had the greatest love for his 
country, and his country will always 
remember his selfless service. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

Mr. COBURN. Madam President, I 
rise to bring attention to the crucial 
role of health care professionals in pro-
viding quality health care across our 
Nation. Other than being a father, 
grandfather, and husband nothing has 
been more personally satisfying for me 
than meeting and caring for patients. 
As a practicing physician I have seen 
firsthand the importance of each and 
every health care practitioner—not 
just doctors and nurses—in meeting 
this country’s diverse health care 
needs. I am thankful for the contribu-
tion that dedicated health profes-
sionals have made to not just my med-
ical practice, but all of our commu-
nities. 

These professionals are found not 
only in hospitals and doctor’s offices, 
but everywhere from local schools to 
athletic training clinics, long-term 
care facilities to rehabilitation cen-
ters, and providing loving care in hos-
pices and private homes. There are 
more than 100 distinct allied health 
professions including respiratory 
therapists, music therapists, athletic 
trainers, clinical laboratory scientists, 
radiologic technologists, medical as-
sistants and many others. They provide 
expert care in a number of therapeutic, 
diagnostic and preventive services in a 
multitude of settings. These profes-
sionals practice expertise in disease 
prevention and control, dietary and nu-
tritional services, mental and physical 
health promotion, rehabilitation, and 
health systems management. Approxi-
mately 6 million individuals are cur-
rently serving in allied health profes-
sionals, representing about 60 percent 
of the healthcare workforce. According 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 10 of 
the 20 fastest growing occupations for 
2008—2018 are in the health professions. 

As Congress continues to engage in a 
national debate on health care, I have 
consistently been offering patient-cen-
tered solutions that would allow indi-
viduals to access care tailored to their 
individual needs. Consumer choice, not 
government coercion, has made goods 

and services that were once scarce af-
fordable and accessible. For instance, 
in the past 18 months the number of 
unique iPhone applications available 
to consumers has gone from 500 to 
more than 140,000—with 3 billion appli-
cations downloaded. If patients were 
empowered to take control of their 
health care spending, it would enable 
health care professionals to more free-
ly exercise their immense talents—no 
doubt putting Apple and the iPhone to 
shame. 

Regardless of the outcome of the 
health care debate, these health care 
professionals will continue to make a 
difference in their patients’ lives. I 
want to personally thank, and express 
my support for, these vital health care 
professionals. Our system could not 
function without their tireless efforts. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing this important group of indi-
viduals. 

f 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I am 
honored today to recognize the League 
of Women Voters for their 90 years of 
voter education and activism, and spe-
cifically want to congratulate the 
League of Women Voters of Northwest 
Riverside. County. 

In 1920, when passage of the 19th 
amendment appeared to be imminent, 
members of the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association met to 
form the League of Women Voters. 
Carrie Chapman Catt first proposed the 
creation of a League to ‘‘finish the 
fight’’ and work to end all discrimina-
tion against women. While initially 
concerned with the status and rights of 
women, the League of Women Voters 
gradually expanded its interests to in-
clude issues affecting the whole com-
munity. I am sure suffragettes would 
be pleased that every issue became a 
women’s issue. 

Today, the League works at all levels 
of government to address a wide vari-
ety of concerns including health care, 
education, climate change, land use, 
ethics and election and campaign fi-
nance reform. Whether through voter 
guides or public forums, the League 
gives voters the information they need 
to play a critical role in our commu-
nity and country. 

For nearly 57 years, the League of 
Women Voters of Northwest Riverside 
County has made a difference—cham-
pioning countless public policy chal-
lenges, hosting candidate forums and 
public information meetings, and dis-
tributing thousands of voter informa-
tion guides. 

The suffragettes who started the 
movement to give women the right to 
vote did not know if they would suc-
ceed. But, they persevered. Today, with 
over 850 local Leagues, 50 State 
Leagues and the National League, the 
League of Women Voters remains just 

as committed to improving our democ-
racy and the quality of life for all our 
citizens. 

Please join me in honoring the 
League of Women Voters for its dedica-
tion to the ideals of our great Nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM H. 
SATTERFIELD 

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Madam President, 
today I pay tribute to William (Bill) 
Satterfield, counsel for Balch & Bing-
ham LLP in Birmingham, AL. 

Prior to his position at Balch and 
Bingham, Bill served as the general 
counsel of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission and as the Asso-
ciate and Deputy Solicitor of the U.S. 
Department of Interior in Washington, 
DC. 

Bill has extensive experience with 
environmental, natural resources, en-
ergy, and public utility law on both the 
Federal and State levels and has been 
fighting the good fight for the State of 
Alabama on a myriad of environmental 
issues for over three decades. He has 
used his knowledge of the laws, regula-
tions, and political climate to provide 
direction on environmental and nat-
ural resource issues to individuals, 
small businesses, and large corpora-
tions in Alabama. 

In a big part of this work, he has 
been a great advocate for port and wa-
terways issues in Alabama, serving as 
counsel to Alabama-Tombigbee Rivers 
Coalition. This organization is made up 
of 34 members and composed of busi-
ness, trade associations, and state 
agencies in Alabama and Mississippi, 
and it led the charge to challenge the 
Fish and Wildlife’s proposed listing of 
the Alabama sturgeon as an endan-
gered species. 

He is also the secretary and counsel 
of the National Waterways Conference, 
which focuses on commonsense water 
resources policies that maximize the 
economic and environmental value of 
our inland, coastal and Great Lakes 
waterways. 

During his tenure as legal counsel for 
the National Waterways Conference, a 
volunteer position, he invested count-
less hours to ensure that the constitu-
tion and bylaws of the organization 
were preserved to ensure the ongoing 
integrity of the National Waterways 
Conference as the only water resources 
association representing the full spec-
trum of water resources stakeholders, 
and thanks to his tireless efforts, the 
National Waterways Conference con-
tinues to prevail as our Nation’s lead-
ing multifaceted water resource orga-
nization. 

The National Waterways Conference, 
which was founded in 1960, celebrates 
its 50th anniversary this year and be-
stowed on Bill Satterfield the title of 
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