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called him ‘‘the kind of leader soldiers 
strive to emulate.’’ He was committed 
to serving others, and while he could 
have done a great many things with his 
young life, he chose to serve our Na-
tion in the military. This commitment 
to serve is, to me, what makes Ser-
geant Richardson a true hero. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
Sergeant Richardson’s wife Rachel, 
parents, Sharon and Jeffery, and all 
those who loved him during this heart-
breaking time. 

As John 15:13 states: ‘‘Greater love 
has no one than this, that one lay down 
his life for his friends.’’ Sergeant Rich-
ardson had the greatest love for his 
country, and his country will always 
remember his selfless service. 
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HEALTH CARE 

Mr. COBURN. Madam President, I 
rise to bring attention to the crucial 
role of health care professionals in pro-
viding quality health care across our 
Nation. Other than being a father, 
grandfather, and husband nothing has 
been more personally satisfying for me 
than meeting and caring for patients. 
As a practicing physician I have seen 
firsthand the importance of each and 
every health care practitioner—not 
just doctors and nurses—in meeting 
this country’s diverse health care 
needs. I am thankful for the contribu-
tion that dedicated health profes-
sionals have made to not just my med-
ical practice, but all of our commu-
nities. 

These professionals are found not 
only in hospitals and doctor’s offices, 
but everywhere from local schools to 
athletic training clinics, long-term 
care facilities to rehabilitation cen-
ters, and providing loving care in hos-
pices and private homes. There are 
more than 100 distinct allied health 
professions including respiratory 
therapists, music therapists, athletic 
trainers, clinical laboratory scientists, 
radiologic technologists, medical as-
sistants and many others. They provide 
expert care in a number of therapeutic, 
diagnostic and preventive services in a 
multitude of settings. These profes-
sionals practice expertise in disease 
prevention and control, dietary and nu-
tritional services, mental and physical 
health promotion, rehabilitation, and 
health systems management. Approxi-
mately 6 million individuals are cur-
rently serving in allied health profes-
sionals, representing about 60 percent 
of the healthcare workforce. According 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 10 of 
the 20 fastest growing occupations for 
2008—2018 are in the health professions. 

As Congress continues to engage in a 
national debate on health care, I have 
consistently been offering patient-cen-
tered solutions that would allow indi-
viduals to access care tailored to their 
individual needs. Consumer choice, not 
government coercion, has made goods 

and services that were once scarce af-
fordable and accessible. For instance, 
in the past 18 months the number of 
unique iPhone applications available 
to consumers has gone from 500 to 
more than 140,000—with 3 billion appli-
cations downloaded. If patients were 
empowered to take control of their 
health care spending, it would enable 
health care professionals to more free-
ly exercise their immense talents—no 
doubt putting Apple and the iPhone to 
shame. 

Regardless of the outcome of the 
health care debate, these health care 
professionals will continue to make a 
difference in their patients’ lives. I 
want to personally thank, and express 
my support for, these vital health care 
professionals. Our system could not 
function without their tireless efforts. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing this important group of indi-
viduals. 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I am 
honored today to recognize the League 
of Women Voters for their 90 years of 
voter education and activism, and spe-
cifically want to congratulate the 
League of Women Voters of Northwest 
Riverside. County. 

In 1920, when passage of the 19th 
amendment appeared to be imminent, 
members of the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association met to 
form the League of Women Voters. 
Carrie Chapman Catt first proposed the 
creation of a League to ‘‘finish the 
fight’’ and work to end all discrimina-
tion against women. While initially 
concerned with the status and rights of 
women, the League of Women Voters 
gradually expanded its interests to in-
clude issues affecting the whole com-
munity. I am sure suffragettes would 
be pleased that every issue became a 
women’s issue. 

Today, the League works at all levels 
of government to address a wide vari-
ety of concerns including health care, 
education, climate change, land use, 
ethics and election and campaign fi-
nance reform. Whether through voter 
guides or public forums, the League 
gives voters the information they need 
to play a critical role in our commu-
nity and country. 

For nearly 57 years, the League of 
Women Voters of Northwest Riverside 
County has made a difference—cham-
pioning countless public policy chal-
lenges, hosting candidate forums and 
public information meetings, and dis-
tributing thousands of voter informa-
tion guides. 

The suffragettes who started the 
movement to give women the right to 
vote did not know if they would suc-
ceed. But, they persevered. Today, with 
over 850 local Leagues, 50 State 
Leagues and the National League, the 
League of Women Voters remains just 

as committed to improving our democ-
racy and the quality of life for all our 
citizens. 

Please join me in honoring the 
League of Women Voters for its dedica-
tion to the ideals of our great Nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM H. 
SATTERFIELD 

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Madam President, 
today I pay tribute to William (Bill) 
Satterfield, counsel for Balch & Bing-
ham LLP in Birmingham, AL. 

Prior to his position at Balch and 
Bingham, Bill served as the general 
counsel of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission and as the Asso-
ciate and Deputy Solicitor of the U.S. 
Department of Interior in Washington, 
DC. 

Bill has extensive experience with 
environmental, natural resources, en-
ergy, and public utility law on both the 
Federal and State levels and has been 
fighting the good fight for the State of 
Alabama on a myriad of environmental 
issues for over three decades. He has 
used his knowledge of the laws, regula-
tions, and political climate to provide 
direction on environmental and nat-
ural resource issues to individuals, 
small businesses, and large corpora-
tions in Alabama. 

In a big part of this work, he has 
been a great advocate for port and wa-
terways issues in Alabama, serving as 
counsel to Alabama-Tombigbee Rivers 
Coalition. This organization is made up 
of 34 members and composed of busi-
ness, trade associations, and state 
agencies in Alabama and Mississippi, 
and it led the charge to challenge the 
Fish and Wildlife’s proposed listing of 
the Alabama sturgeon as an endan-
gered species. 

He is also the secretary and counsel 
of the National Waterways Conference, 
which focuses on commonsense water 
resources policies that maximize the 
economic and environmental value of 
our inland, coastal and Great Lakes 
waterways. 

During his tenure as legal counsel for 
the National Waterways Conference, a 
volunteer position, he invested count-
less hours to ensure that the constitu-
tion and bylaws of the organization 
were preserved to ensure the ongoing 
integrity of the National Waterways 
Conference as the only water resources 
association representing the full spec-
trum of water resources stakeholders, 
and thanks to his tireless efforts, the 
National Waterways Conference con-
tinues to prevail as our Nation’s lead-
ing multifaceted water resource orga-
nization. 

The National Waterways Conference, 
which was founded in 1960, celebrates 
its 50th anniversary this year and be-
stowed on Bill Satterfield the title of 
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