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available to homeless veterans and those at 
risk of becoming homeless. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank Chairman 
FILNER for including my bill into H.R. 4810 and 
acknowledge the special attention the com-
mittee has made to promote awareness of 
such assistance available to homeless women 
veterans and homeless veterans with children. 

Madam Speaker, with increased awareness 
about programs to assist homeless veterans, 
we can end veterans homelessness by 2014. 

No veteran should experience homeless-
ness, and this bill ensures our nation’s heroes 
know where to turn to for help. I urge all my 
colleagues to support H.R. 4810. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of H. Res. 4810, 
‘‘End Veterans Homelessness Act of 2010’’ in-
troduced by my distinguished colleague from 
California, Representative FILNER. 

H. Res. 4810 will amend Title 38 of the 
United States Code, in order to make certain 
improvements in the services rendered to 
homeless veterans under the laws that are ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs. Improvements in services rendered to 
homeless veterans will include increases in 
the amount authorized to be appropriated for 
comprehensive programs, adjusted payments 
for providing various services such as fur-
nishing services to homeless veterans, sup-
ported housing program outreach, financial as-
sistance for low-income families, and the pro-
motion of awareness of available Department 
of Veterans Affairs programs. 

Throughout our country’s history, our brave 
men and women in uniform have made the ul-
timate sacrifice to protect our freedom around 
the world, and I am proud to support legisla-
tion that will aid our nation’s veterans. I have 
worked tirelessly to pass legislation that will 
give our veterans the benefits that they need 
and deserve. I have supported legislation, 
such as H. Res. 6081, ‘‘The Heroes Earnings 
Assistance and Relief Tax of 2008’’, H. Res. 
1054, ‘‘Honoring the service and achieve-
ments of women in the Armed Forces and fe-
male veterans’’, H. Res. 2790, ‘‘To establish 
the position of Director of Physician Assistant 
Services within the office of the Under Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs for Health as 
amended’’, and H. Res. 3480, ‘‘Let Our Vet-
erans Rest in Peace Act of 2008’’ to support 
our veterans. My fellow Americans, we must 
remember that it is because of them that we 
are able to continue to be a democratic nation. 
All Americans must realize that we owe our 
liberty to those veterans who have served 
their nation 110% without fear. They definitely 
deserve our assistance and support in every 
way possible. I have always and will continue 
to fight for legislation that protects our vet-
erans. 

I really find it unacceptable that an esti-
mated 131,000 veterans are homeless on any 
given night after honorably serving their coun-
try. We are doing our veterans a great dis-
service. We owe our veterans the utmost re-
spect, appreciation, and definitely a home to 
come home to after serving as a member of 
our armed forces. In these challenging eco-
nomic times, we must do more to provide for 
our veterans’ basic needs. H. Res. 4810 
shows that all Americans take pride in our vet-
erans’ service to this nation, and just as the 

military doesn’t believe in leaving a soldier be-
hind on the battlefield, I believe that I speak 
for all Americans that we don’t believe in leav-
ing our veterans behind . . . we must help 
them push forward! 

Strengthening comprehensive programs by 
investing in our veterans, requiring housing 
counselors to grant more housing opportuni-
ties at each Veteran Affairs center, and paying 
attention to homeless women veterans and 
veterans with children is the right thing to do. 
I would like to urge my colleagues to support 
this powerful piece of legislation for our vet-
erans that proudly support our freedoms and 
defend our U.S. Constitution. Again, I would 
like to commend all of our soldiers for their un-
selfish service and devotion to the welfare of 
others. 

Mr. FILNER. I urge my colleagues to 
unanimously support the bill. I have no 
further requests for time and yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4810. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

NATIONAL GUARD EMPLOYMENT 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2010 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1879) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for em-
ployment and reemployment rights for 
certain individuals ordered to full-time 
National Guard duty, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1879 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Guard Employment Protection Act of 2010’’. 
SEC. 2. REEMPLOYMENT RIGHTS FOLLOWING 

CERTAIN NATIONAL GUARD DUTY. 
(a) REEMPLOYMENT RIGHTS.—Section 

4312(c)(4) of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (D); 

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (E) and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(F) ordered to full-time National Guard 
duty under the provisions of section 502(f) of 
title 32 when the period of duty is expressly 
designated in writing by the Secretary of De-
fense as covered by this subparagraph.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subparagraph (F) of 
section 4312(c)(4) of title 38, United States 

Code, as added by subsection (a), shall apply 
with respect to an individual ordered to full- 
time National Guard duty under section 
502(f) of title 32, United States Code, on or 
after September 11, 2001, and shall entitle 
such individual to rights and benefits under 
chapter 43 of title 38 of such Code on or after 
that date. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I would like to thank Congressman 
MIKE COFFMAN of Colorado who is here 
with us for introducing the National 
Guard Employment Protection Act of 
2010. One of the protections provided by 
the Uniformed Services Employment 
and Reemployment Rights Act, or 
USERRA, is to require employers to 
support a servicemember’s absence for 
up to 5 years if called to active mili-
tary duty. At the time when USERRA 
was enacted into law back in 1994, Con-
gress intended to minimize the disrup-
tion to the lives of servicemembers as 
well as to their employers and prohibit 
discrimination against persons because 
of their service in the military. 

Unfortunately, current statute does 
not provide National Guard members 
who are ordered to full-time active 
duty with the same protections. This is 
especially disheartening at a time 
when our Guard is called up to active 
duty in support of missions to secure 
the homeland or provide relief abroad. 
And of course since 9/11, the Guard has 
been doing almost half of the fighting 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Many of them 
are bumping against the 5-year 
USERRA protection for their civilian 
jobs, and H.R. 1879 seeks to address this 
inequity and extend reemployment 
rights for those ordered to full-time 
National Guard duty. 

Congressman HARRY TEAGUE of New 
Mexico worked with Congressman 
COFFMAN to add a provision to allow 
the Secretary of Defense to designate 
which duties qualify. So I would like to 
thank the gentleman from Colorado 
and the gentleman from New Mexico 
for their bipartisan efforts on this im-
portant bill. It is time, Madam Speak-
er, that Congress ensures that mem-
bers of the National Guard are afforded 
the employment protections they de-
serve. I urge all my colleagues to join 
me in support of this legislation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, I 

rise in support of H.R. 1879, as amend-
ed. 

This bill amends title 38 United 
States Code to provide for employment 
and reemployment rights for certain 
individuals ordered to full-time Na-
tional Guard duty. Madam Speaker, 
it’s well known that the National 
Guard and Reserve units have carried a 
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significant load in the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Many of these units have 
served multiple combat tours, and oth-
ers have provided homeland security 
services, such as maintaining an air-
borne alert here in the D.C. area. Addi-
tionally, Guard units have performed 
heroically at times when natural disas-
ters like Hurricane Katrina devastated 
New Orleans. 

As a result of these demands, many 
of the members of the Guard have ac-
cumulated significant active duty time 
and are now in danger of exceeding the 
5-year limit on active duty that is pro-
tected under the Uniform Services Em-
ployment and Reemployment Rights 
Act, or USERRA. So I’m pleased that 
our colleague MIKE COFFMAN from Col-
orado has taken the action to recognize 
that active duty performed under title 
32 should be added to the types of du-
ties exempted from the 5-year limit. I 
also thank Chairman HERSETH SANDLIN 
and Ranking Member BOOZMAN of the 
Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-
tunity for their bipartisan work, as 
well as Chairman FILNER for bringing 
this bill to the floor. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to Mr. 
COFFMAN, a fellow veteran who served 
in the Army and the Marines in the 
first gulf war and second gulf war in 
Iraq. 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. I thank 
the gentleman from Florida. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to stand 
before you today in strong support of 
H.R. 1879, the National Guard Employ-
ment Protection Act. I created this 
legislation in order to extend the same 
reemployment rights for all of our Na-
tional Guard personnel regardless of 
whether they are assigned to a home-
land security mission or deployed over-
seas to Iraq or Afghanistan. Under cur-
rent law, the members of the National 
Guard who are called up for active duty 
in support of homeland security mis-
sions inside the United States are not 
provided the same reemployment 
rights to their civilian occupations 
that other members of the National 
Guard and Reserve have when they are 
called to active duty for overseas mili-
tary assignments. 

There is no doubt that the soldiers 
and the airmen serving in the National 
Guard must have the same reemploy-
ment rights irrespective of where they 
are ordered to serve. The bill recog-
nizes that those who are called up for 
homeland security missions can face 
the same hardships and challenges in 
trying to return to their civilian em-
ployment as someone who has been 
away from their civilian occupation 
due to an overseas military assign-
ment. 

With the passage of H.R. 1879, Na-
tional Guard members will no longer 
have to worry about being put into a 
position where they are forced to 
choose between retaining their civilian 

employment or serving our Nation in a 
critical homeland security mission. 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
1879, as amended, the National Guard 
Employment Protection Act of 2010. 

I have no further requests for time, 
so I yield back the balance of my time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1879, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 1879, ‘‘Na-
tional Guard Employment Protection Act,’’ a 
bill that amends title 38, United States Code, 
to provide for employment and reemployment 
rights for certain individuals ordered to full- 
time National Guard duty. 

In these challenging economic times, with 
returning veterans experiencing unemployment 
rates in the double digits, we must do more to 
provide for our veterans’ basic needs. This 
legislation shows that the U.S. is grateful for 
our veterans’ service. Just as the military 
pledges to leave no soldier behind on the bat-
tlefield, this nation will leave no veteran behind 
when they come home. 

National Guard is America’s oldest armed 
force—dating back to 1636—and the only 
branch that serves both the Federal and State 
governments. The Guard answers to both the 
president of the United States and the gov-
ernors of their respective states and territories. 
This means that the National Guard can be 
mobilized any time natural disasters or other 
emergencies occur within America’s borders, 
and also serve alongside U.S. combat forces 
in other parts of the world. 

The Guard’s roots go back to North Amer-
ica’s earliest colonial militias: farmers, shop-
keepers and everyday citizens willing to put 
their lives on hold and pick up their weapons 
to defend their communities and their country. 
Today, Citizen-Soldiers live, work and go to 
school in cities and towns all across America 
and its territories. And just as they have for 
over 370 years, the men and women of the 
National Guard are trained, willing and proud 
to assist their neighbors during emergencies, 
and to protect their nation whenever they are 
called. 

This bill allows us to show our appreciation 
and honor the service of veterans who have 
served in the National Guard. These veterans 
have given great contributions and made in-
credible personal sacrifices so that all of us in 
this country might live in a safe and secure 
nation and world. 

Madam Speaker, whether it is the ultimate 
sacrifice of life or the loss of limb or the loss 
of time with family and friends, we owe our 
veterans an enormous outstanding debt of 
gratitude. The debt of gratitude we owe to the 
soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen who an-
swered their nation’s call and made supreme 
sacrifices can never be repaid. But the nation 
can follow President Lincoln’s admonition to 

‘care for him who has borne the battle, and for 
his [family].’ Indeed, it is the least we can do. 

It is out of my profound respect and grati-
tude for all who wear and have worn the uni-
form of the United States that I continue to 
work so to support legislation that will ensure 
that veterans receive the health care, job op-
portunities, housing assistance, and edu-
cational benefits they deserve. As their slogan 
says, ‘‘Always ready, always there. That is the 
National Guard.’’ Now, it is time for us to be 
there for them. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to express 
my strong support for this bill and I urge my 
colleagues to join me in doing what is only 
right—taking care of and honoring our heroes 
who serve to protect us. 

Mr. FILNER. I want to urge every-
body to support this important legisla-
tion. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1879, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BLINDED VET-
ERANS ASSOCIATION 
Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 80) recog-
nizing and honoring the Blinded Vet-
erans Association on its 65th anniver-
sary of representing blinded veterans 
and their families. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The text of the joint resolution is as 
follows: 

H.J. RES. 80 

Whereas, at 8:45 a.m. on March 28, 1945, 100 
blinded members of the Armed Forces who 
served in World War II formed the Blinded 
Veterans Association at Avon ‘‘Old Farms’’ 
Army Convalescent Hospital in Connecticut; 

Whereas the founders of the Blinded Vet-
erans Association were a cross-section of he-
roes and pioneers who not only shaped the 
rich history, philosophy, and knowledge of 
education and rehabilitation of the blind, 
but also provided insight into current and fu-
ture challenges facing the blind and engaged 
in continual advocacy efforts to ensure that 
services for all blinded persons would be 
unique and specialized; 

Whereas, on March 28, 2010, the Blinded 
Veterans Association will mark its 65th an-
niversary of dedication to blinded members 
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