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the job training for veterans in the energy sec-
tor through a new ‘‘Veterans Energy Related 
Employment Program’’ of competitive grants. 

We have an obligation to ensure that our 
veterans can continue to use their expertise 
and talents that they have so ably used in 
serving this great nation. We can do this by 
showing our appreciation of the service of vet-
erans and actively provide opportunities for 
them to work. These veterans have given 
great contributions and made incredible per-
sonal sacrifices so that all of us in this country 
might live in a safe and secure nation and 
world. It is time that we pay up and stand up 
for our heroes. For, what is the price of free-
dom? 

As President Kennedy once said, ‘The price 
of freedom is high, but Americans have al-
ways paid it.’ And no one has paid a higher 
price than the brave men and women through 
the years who gave the last full measure of 
devotion to their country. Whether it is the ulti-
mate sacrifice of life or the loss of limb or the 
loss of time with family and friends, we owe 
our veterans an enormous outstanding debt of 
gratitude. 

From Bunker Hill to Yorktown, from Wash-
ington, D.C. to the Battle of New Orleans, 
from Bull Run to Gettysburg and Antietam to 
Appamattox, brave Americans gave their lives 
so that the nation might live. And from Alsace 
Lorain to Verdun, and Normandy to Berlin and 
Pearl Harbor to Okinawa, from Inchon and 
Correigador to Vietnam, Lebanon, Grenada, 
Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Iraq, Americans 
have nobly sacrificed their lives so that the 
world may live in freedom. 

The debt of gratitude we owe to the sol-
diers, sailors, marines, and airmen who an-
swered their nation’s call and made supreme 
sacrifices can never be repaid. But the nation 
can follow President Lincoln’s admonition to 
‘care for him who has borne the battle, and for 
his [family].’ Indeed, it is the least we can do. 

It is out of my profound respect and grati-
tude for all who wear and have worn the uni-
form of the United States that I continue to 
work so hard to pass legislation that will en-
sure that veterans receive the health care, job 
opportunities, housing assistance, and edu-
cational benefits they deserve. Caring for our 
veterans also means giving them our support 
when they need it. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 4592. 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of our brave men and women in the 
Armed Forces who are returning to our nation 
in increased numbers to find that their pros-
pects are limited because they have chosen to 
fight for our security and safety. I would also 
like to commend the Honorable BOB FILNER in 
the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee for his 
commitment to recognizing the importance of 
our veterans’ military sacrifices and patriotism. 

It is our duty as a nation and government to 
protect those who have so valiantly fought for 
our freedoms. Our objectives should be to en-
sure that they are included in the process of 
growing our economy in the most vital way 
possible: procuring employment. Not only 
should we fight for their inclusion but also pro-
vide them tools they need to compete in the 
job market, whether it be psychological coun-
seling for the traumas they experience while in 

combat or job training to bolster the unique 
skill sets they have acquired during their time 
in the service. 

The House Veterans’ Affairs Committee has 
embarked on the process of increasing the 
employment prospects for our veterans 
through the National Guard Employment Pro-
tection Act of 2009 and H.R. 4592, which 
funds the establishment of a pilot program en-
couraging veteran employment in energy-re-
lated positions. Not only do these pieces of 
legislation affect veterans but also their fami-
lies and those that depend on them. The cost 
of living in this country is on the rise, and im-
portant pieces of legislation like the Veterans’ 
Compensation Cost of Living Adjustment Act 
of 2010 would make sure veterans’ com-
pensation keeps apace. Our veterans are men 
and women who have chosen to give up their 
lives, jobs and seeing their families for the 
sake of serving and defending our nation. It is 
unseemly that when they return they face un-
employment. 

The fact that unemployment is currently at 
an all-time high has not been lost to our vet-
erans returning home. Instead of being wel-
comed with open arms by this country, they 
are faced with the double fear of not finding 
employment while worrying about how to keep 
their homes and pay their mortgages. The 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee has sought to 
remedy this situation by introducing the Help-
ing Heroes Keep their Homes Act of 2009, 
which aims to stem the tide of veterans losing 
their homes, and worse, ending up homeless. 

At any given time, our nation is faced with 
107,000 homeless veterans. While this num-
ber is considerably lower than it was a few 
years ago, any one homeless veteran is one 
too many. It is a disservice to our veterans for 
us not to assist them in acquiring permanent 
homes. The End Veteran Homelessness Act 
of 2010 seeks to rectify this important issue by 
increasing the funding available for helping our 
homeless veterans. I believe that the passage 
of this legislation would substantially improve 
the plight of our homeless veterans and poten-
tially place them on the track to having a place 
to call home. Our veterans deserve the most 
from us and I am committed to working with 
Congress to get the job done. 

Mr. FILNER. I would urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4592, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 15 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. TEAGUE) at 6 o’clock and 
33 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 4899, DISASTER RELIEF AND 
SUMMER JOBS ACT OF 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 111–454) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1204) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4899) 
making emergency supplemental ap-
propriations for disaster relief and 
summer jobs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2010, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 4849, SMALL BUSINESS AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE JOBS TAX 
ACT OF 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 111–455) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1205) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4849) to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide tax incentives for small 
business job creation, extend the Build 
America Bonds program, provide other 
infrastructure job creation tax incen-
tives, and for other purposes, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 4810, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 4667, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 
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