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of the vote, not Clinton’s 42 percent; 
the liberal bloc within the Democratic 
congressional caucus is bigger and 
stronger than it was in 1993–1994; and, 
of course, the Democrats also remem-
ber their history and also remember 
the consequences of the failure of 1994. 

This time, when we went for all the 
marbles, we ended up with none. 

No illusions, please. This bill will not 
be repealed. Even if Republicans scored 
a 1994-style landslide in November, how 
many votes could they muster to re-
open the doughnut hole and charge sen-
iors more for prescription drugs? How 
many votes to re-allow insurers to re-
scind policies when they discover a pre-
existing condition? How many votes to 
banish 25-year-olds from their parents’ 
insurance coverage? And even if the 
votes were there, would President 
Obama sign such a repeal? 

We followed the most radical voices 
in the party and the movement, he 
says, and they led us to abject and irre-
versible defeat. They were leaders who 
knew better, would have liked to deal, 
but they were trapped. Conservative 
talkers on Fox and talk radio whipped 
the Republican voting base into such a 
frenzy that dealmaking was rendered 
impossible. How do you negotiate with 
somebody who wants to murder your 
grandmother or, to be more exact, with 
someone whom your voters have been 
persuaded to believe wants to murder 
your grandmother? 

I’ve been on a soapbox for months, he 
says, now about the harm that our 
overheated talk is doing to us. Yes, it 
mobilizes supporters, but by mobilizing 
them with hysterical accusations and 
pseudo-information, overheated talk 
has made it impossible for Representa-
tives to represent and elected leaders 
to lead. The real leaders are on TV and 
radio. They have very different impera-
tives from people in government. 

Talk radio thrives on confrontation 
and recrimination. When Rush 
Limbaugh said he wanted President 
Obama to fail, he was intelligently ex-
plaining his own interests. What he 
omitted to say, but what is equally 
true, is that he also wanted Repub-
licans to fail. If Republicans were to 
succeed—if they governed successfully 
in office and negotiated attractive 
compromises out of office—Rush’s lis-
teners would get less angry. If they’re 
less angry, they listen to the radio less 
and hear fewer adds about Sleep Num-
ber beds. 

So today’s defeat for free-market ec-
onomics and Republican values is a 
huge win for the conservative enter-
tainment industry. Their listeners and 
viewers will now be even more enraged, 
even more frustrated, even more dis-
appointed in everybody except the re-
sponsibility-free talkers on radio and 
television. For them, it’s a mission ac-
complished. For the cause they purport 
to represent, it’s Waterloo—ours. 

This is a very good self-reflective 
view of what happened yesterday. 

SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Today, I was going 
through some of the newspapers on the 
Internet and I found a very interesting 
article that I wanted to bring to the 
floor. This was Newsweek, March 19, 
2010, and the title is, ‘‘The Gang That 
Could Not Shoot Straight.’’ 

Six billion dollars later, the Afghan 
national police cannot begin to do 
their jobs right, never mind relieve 
American forces. I’m going to repeat 
that. Six billion dollars later, the Af-
ghan national police cannot begin to do 
their jobs right, never mind relieve 
American forces. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a rather long ar-
ticle, but I just want to read part to-
night and I will read some tomorrow 
night, because I think about the men 
and women in uniform—God bless them 
all—over in Afghanistan and Iraq. I 
think about the situation they’re in. 
I’m not an expert on history, but I 
know enough about history to know 
that any nation that ever tried to con-
quer Afghanistan never did. They basi-
cally failed. 

From this article: America has spent 
more than $6 billion since 2002 in an ef-
fort to create an effective Afghan po-
lice force—buying weapons, building 
police academies, and hiring defense 
contractors to train the recruits—but 
the program has been a disaster. More 
than $332 million worth of invoices for 
police training were approved, even 
though the funds were poorly ac-
counted for according to a government 
audit, and fewer than 12 percent of the 
country’s police units are capable of 
operating on their own. 

Let me repeat that. More than $332 
million worth of invoices for police 
training were approved, even though 
the funds were poorly accounted for ac-
cording to a government audit, and 
fewer than 12 percent of the country’s 
police units are capable of operating on 
their own. 

Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, the 
State Department’s top representative 
in the region, has publicly called the 
Afghan police an inadequate organiza-
tion riddled with corruption. I’m going 
to also repeat that, Mr. Speaker. Am-
bassador Richard Holbrooke, the State 
Department’s top representative in the 
region, has called the Afghan police an 
inadequate organization riddled with 
corruption. 

During the Obama administration’s 
review of Afghan policy last year, this 
issue received more attention than any 
other except for the question of U.S. 
troop levels, Holbrooke told Newsweek. 
We drilled down deep into this. The 
worst of it is that the police are cen-
tral to Washington’s plans for getting 
out of Afghanistan. 

b 1945 
Mr. Speaker, I will again tomorrow 

night read another portion of this arti-
cle. What it is saying—and what we in 
Congress need to keep in mind, we 
can’t even fix the streets in my home 
town in eastern North Carolina, yet 
we’re spending billions and billions and 
billions and billion of dollars in a coun-
try that at best is living in the 16th 
century. 

We’ve debated health care this week-
end. We have other issues we’ll be de-
bating. And even though these issues 
are very important to the American 
people, how in the world can we keep 
wearing out our troops overseas, spend-
ing billions and billions of dollars that 
we can’t even spend here in America? 

So, Mr. Speaker, as I do every night 
because my heart aches for the mili-
tary and those who have lost their 
lives, the families, I will ask God to 
please bless our men and women in uni-
form. I will ask God to please bless the 
families of our men and women in uni-
form. I will ask God in His loving arms 
to hold the families who have given a 
child dying for freedom in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and I will ask God to please 
bless the House and Senate that we 
will do what is right in the eyes of God. 

I will ask God to give strength, wis-
dom and courage to President Obama 
that he will do what is right in the 
eyes of God. And three times I will say, 
God, please, God, please, God, please, 
continue to bless America. 
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HONORING CAPTAIN TEJDEEP 
SINGH RATTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize and honor one of my con-
stituents, Captain Tejdeep Singh Rat-
tan, for graduation today from the U.S. 
Army’s Officer Basic Leader Course. 
Captain Rattan was recruited and com-
missioned by the U.S. Army in 2006 as 
part of the health professionals schol-
arship program. After completing his 
final year of dental work, he joined the 
U.S. Army Officer Basic Leader Course. 

Before joining the Officer Basic Lead-
er Course, Captain Rattan contacted 
me to indicate his strong desire to con-
tinue serving the Nation he loves as a 
U.S. Army dentist while abiding by his 
Sikh articles of faith. These articles of 
faith include wearing a Sikh turban 
and maintaining uncut hair, including 
a beard. At the time of his recruit-
ment, he was assured by Army recruit-
ers that his articles of faith would be 
accommodated, only to later be in-
formed that he must abandon his Sikh 
articles of faith in order to continue 
his duties as a United States Army of-
ficer. 

After learning of his case, I led a 
number of my House and Senate col-
leagues in sending letters to Secretary 
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