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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
A TRIBUTE TO YVETTE HERRERA 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Yvette Herrera of Burbank, California. 
Each year in March, in recognition of Wom-
en’s History Month, we pay special tribute to 
the accomplishments made by our nation’s 
most distinguished women. 

From 1987 to 1995, Yvette worked in the 
non-profit sector for United Way of Greater 
Los Angeles. During her tenure at United 
Way, she developed outreach to the growing 
Asian Pacific Islander communities in both the 
San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys and 
raised funds coordinating United Way work-
place campaigns. 

Yvette has served as board president of the 
Burbank Community YMCA since 2008. Dur-
ing her term, the YMCA built and opened a 
much needed parking lot and conducted its 
most successful annual campaign, meeting 
the challenge of raising $100,000 in donations 
during difficult economic times. In 2009 she 
co-chaired a first-time event for the Asian Pa-
cific Women’s Center, which exceeded its 
fundraising goal, netting over $25,000 for vic-
tims of domestic violence. 

In 1993, Yvette was honored at the White 
House as National Big Sister of the Year for 
her volunteer efforts to help develop multi-cul-
tural programming as well as fundraising for 
Big Sisters of Los Angeles and modeling the 
agency’s first Asian Big-Little Sister match. 
Yvette mentored Jessica over the course of 16 
years, beginning when her Little Sister was in 
kindergarten and continuing through Jessica’s 
graduation from Cal State Northridge in 2005. 
No longer officially matched, they remain good 
friends today. 

Yvette actively supports her alma mater and 
was recognized as the Scripps College Out-
standing Recent Alumna in 2000. She is a 
graduate of the statewide leadership develop-
ment program for women, Leadership Cali-
fornia, and currently serves on their board of 
directors. Her previous community service in-
cludes serving as president of the Asian Pa-
cific Women’s Network and co-chairing the 
City of Los Angeles Asian Pacific Heritage 
Month Celebration. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring a remarkable woman of 
California’s 29th Congressional District, Yvette 
Herrera. The entire community joins me in 
thanking Yvette for the meaningful impact she 
has had on the 29th Congressional District. 

A TRIBUTE TO SOMSRI 
SUWANNAPREECHA 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Somsri Suwannapreecha for 
her contributions to the care of the Brooklyn 
community. 

Somsri Suwannapreecha was born in 
Chiangmai in northern Thailand. She grad-
uated high school valedictorian at a very 
young age and beat out her school peers with 
a top score for admittance to medical school. 

After earning a medical degree from 
Chiangmai Medical University (CMU) in 1969 
at the age of 22, Somsri went on to train in a 
pediatric residency program at CMU. While 
there, Somsri did research for the Illinois 
Project of Malnutrition and Vitamin A defi-
ciency, collecting blood and delivering medical 
care and immunizations in rural Chiangmai. 

After moving to Bangkok, Somsri became 
the first senior resident of Institute of Derma-
tology. She helped found the dermatology clin-
ic and pediatric ward at Paolo Memorial Hos-
pital, the first and best private hospital in 
Bangkok. Here Somsri met Dr. Siew 
Ratanaprasatporn, the director of the otolaryn-
gology department and they were married. 

In 1978, fearful of communism, the 
Ratanaprasatporns immigrated to the United 
States and settled in Staten Island, New York. 
At Staten Island University, Somsri repeated 
residency training in pediatrics to meet the re-
quirement for United States medical licensure. 

After owning and operating several clinics 
which broadened her clinical experience car-
ing for patients of any age and sickness, Dr. 
Ratanaprasatporn opened a walk-in clinic, op-
erating six days a week, for the past 30 years 
at 2108 Linden Boulevard. Her late husband 
worked beside her as an otolaryngologist as 
did many doctors of different specialties, in-
cluding dentistry. In spite of the loss of her 
husband and the Federal economic recession 
in 2007, Dr. Ratanaprasatporn still aspires to 
keep the clinic up and running to continue 
serving generations ahead. 

Dr. Ratanaprasatporn has been involved in 
Thai associations and served on a committee 
of CMU alumni association to fundraise schol-
arships for exchange of CMU and Columbia 
University. Some of the fundraising has gone 
toward building a Thai temple on Long Island. 

Dr. Ratanaprasatporn enjoys shopping, din-
ing and cooking and is known for her charm, 
calm manner and friendly smile. She is also 
blessed with four children, two sons and iden-
tical twin daughters. Eldest son Richard, 29, is 
an attending physician at Downstate Medical 
Center of Brooklyn and John, 25 holds a doc-
torate degree in Mathematics at Temple Uni-
versity, Philadelphia. Twin daughters, Linda 

and Lisa, 21, are top students in Program in 
Liberal Medical Education at Brown University, 
Rhode Island. Dr. Ratanaprasatporn’s hope is 
that her children will continue her legacy of 
service to the East New York community in 
years to come. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the service of Dr. 
Somsri Suwannapreecha. 
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A TRIBUTE TO SHIRLEY HWONG 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Shirley Hwong of Monterey Park, 
California. Each year in March, in recognition 
of Women’s History Month, we pay special 
tribute to the accomplishments made by our 
Nation’s most distinguished women. 

Shirley has lived in Monterey Park with her 
husband Leo for over 35 years. Shirley served 
on the Monterey Highlands School Parent- 
Teacher Association, PTA, for more than 10 
years. She held the roles of PTA president 
and treasurer and did significant fundraising to 
help teachers and students. She was also in-
volved in the Mark Keppel Alliance at Mark 
Keppel High School for 4 years and success-
fully fundraised for the Mark Keppel Band. 

Shirley has proven to be invaluable in her 
ability to raise money for charitable causes. In 
2005, she was a chairperson of ‘‘City with a 
Heart’’ fundraising for Hurricane Katrina relief. 
They raised more than $55,000 to help the 
victims in New Orleans. She has also been 
quite active in raising money for the Monterey 
Park Bruggemeyer Library. 

She was on the Monterey Park Community 
Relations Commission for 8 years. For all 8 
years on the commission, she was the chair of 
the Harmony Festival Ball. 

Shirley is currently a commissioner of the 
Sister Cities Commission and has been a 
chairperson for the past 2 years. She helped 
raise money at last year’s Sister Cities Inter-
national Mardi Gras Ball, of which over $7,000 
was donated to the Monterey Park Fire De-
partment for emergency laptops that were 
much needed. In 2008, she went to the South 
Korean sister city Yeongdeungpo-gu, Seoul, 
Korea with 4 other people from Monterey 
Park. 

Shirley has served 3 terms as vice president 
of the Chinese American Citizens Alliance of 
Greater San Gabriel Valley and is currently 
serving as a board member. Shirley was also 
active with the Monterey Park Rotary Club for 
5 years. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring a remarkable woman of 
California’s 29th Congressional District, Shirley 
Hwong. The entire community joins me in 
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