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to have major artists perform on the library’s 
aging piano, Kay plunged herself into re-
searching and leading the effort to raise 
$35,000 to purchase a refurbished Steinway. 
When the funding for the piano was complete, 
Kay led the effort to raise more donations to 
fund a Quartet in Residence, the highly ac-
claimed New Hollywood String Quartet, now 
performing in its third season. 

In addition to her work in South Pasadena, 
Kay has been a volunteer coordinator for 13 
years with Plaza de la Raza, a school of per-
forming arts with afternoon classes in music, 
theater, dance, and the visual arts offered to 
children in East Los Angeles and beyond. 

In 1990, Kay worked as an assistant to the 
Chairman of Volunteers for the Los Angeles 
Festival, and in 1993, she became Chairman 
of Volunteers and recruited over 1,000 volun-
teers for the Festival. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring a remarkable woman of 
California’s 29th Congressional District, Kay 
Rosser. The entire community joins me in 
thanking Kay for the meaningful impact she 
has had on the 29th Congressional District. 
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A TRIBUTE TO WENDY RICH 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Wendy Rich for her years of 
contribution to education in New York City. 

Wendy Rich was born in Brooklyn, New 
York, during the time of the Baby Boomer 
years. She grew up in Cambria Heights, 
Queens, where she attended P.S. 176, J.H.S. 
59, and Andrew Jackson High School. Her fa-
ther, Joseph Trachtenberg, worked as a sales-
man in the garment center. Her mother Hilda, 
a stay at home mom, worked as a school sec-
retary for after school and summer programs 
in District 29 in Queens, New York. Wendy is 
the mother of two sons; Jared, an attorney in 
Brooklyn, New York, and Greg, a teacher who 
is on a mission to expose his students to great 
works of literature. 

Wendy’s educational preparation includes a 
bachelor’s degree in education with a minor in 
behavioral science from Queens College. In 
the summer of 1970, she went on an archeo-
logical dig in Northern California which helped 
spark a lifelong interest in other cultures and 
natural things. 

In 1972, after college graduation, she mar-
ried Harris Rich, who was an English teacher. 
This was during the Vietnam War and many 
men were getting deferments by working in 
urban schools. Wendy worked as a substitute 
teacher since teaching jobs were difficult to 
find. She got her first teaching position in 1973 
at P.S. 92 because of federal Comprehensive 
Employment and Training Act funds. In 1974, 
a year later, she was laid off with the other 
10,000 teachers most recently hired, to bal-
ance the city’s budget. 

In 1977 she resumed teaching at P.S. 181 
as a fourth grade teacher. After a few years at 
P.S. 181, she was given an opportunity to 
teach science. She was able to teach students 

amazing content with lots of freedom for 17 
years. This opportunity opened other doors; 
she volunteered to be on the teacher’s advi-
sory group for the Prospect Park Audubon 
Center. Since the fall of 2003, she has been 
teaching graduate students at Brooklyn Col-
lege the course Teaching Science in the Ele-
mentary Schools. 

After years of hard work and dedication, in 
June of 2009, Wendy and her husband Harris 
retired from New York City Department of 
Education. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the contributions of 
Wendy Rich. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF TALLADEGA 
COLLEGE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2010 
USCAA NATIONAL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to request the House’s attention 
today to pay recognition to the Talladega Col-
lege women’s basketball team, who recently 
won the 2010 USCAA National Championship. 

On March 7th, the No. 2 Lady Tornados de-
feated the No. 7 Rochester Lady Warriors 48– 
36 in Uniontown, Pennsylvania. The Lady Tor-
nadoes finished the season with a record of 
22–12. The Talladega Lady Tornadoes are 
lead by Head Coach Romeo Lagmay Jr. and 
Assistant Coach Kevin Herod. 

All of us across Talladega County and East 
Alabama are deeply proud of these talented 
young Alabamians. I’d like to congratulate the 
team, coaches and Talladega College on this 
outstanding achievement. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MAMIE WILLIAMS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in commending Mamie Williams for her many 
years of service to her community. 

Mamie Williams is blessed to turn 83 years 
old on January 11, 2010 and commits her life 
to cheerfully helping others. First and foremost 
is her mother, Irene Kibler, who turned 101 
years of age September 9, 2009. Mother 
Mamie brought her mother to New York form 
Savannah, Georgia to take care of her in 2005 
because the trips back and forth from New 
York to Savannah became extremely difficult 
for her, but she never ceased to do all she 
could. However, when her mother was diag-
nosed with breast cancer in 2006, it became 
inevitable that she continue to live in New 
York. 

Dr. Rev. Sean P. Gardner, Sr., awarded 3 
plaques to her in 2001—‘‘Mother Wisdom’’, 
‘‘Mother Love’’, and ‘‘Mother Charming’’,—her 
pastor of Eastward Missionary Baptist Church 

located on First Avenue in Manhattan. She is 
Chaplain of the Senior Usher Board and a 
member of the Mothers’ Board. In 2008 she 
also received an award from the Filial Piety 
Society. 

In 2009 she received an award for ‘‘Mother 
of the Year’’ in recognition of the care she al-
ways extends unselfishly with love and com-
passion. That same year she was presented 
an award by Major Bill Greene of the U.S. Ma-
rine Corp Reserve, from Toys for Tots Christ-
mas Club in ‘‘Grateful Acknowledgement for 
the Special Relationship Shared with Chil-
dren.’’ She received a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion from Volunteers of America and a Certifi-
cate of Acknowledgement from Boys Town 
Christmas Appeal. 

Mother Mamie is a member of the Joint 
Public Affairs Committee (JPAC), and at-
tended the Institute for Senior Action (IFSA), 
where she graduated in the spring of 2003. 
IFSA is a leadership advocacy training course 
requiring graduates to commit to pursuing ac-
tion within their communities, something she’s 
been doing for many years. She also sings 
with the Unique Musical Society of New York, 
orchestrated by Professor Robert Newton, for 
25 years. 

Mother Mamie has been taking care pack-
ages to hospitals and nursing homes for many 
years no matter how bad the weather is and 
gives care packages to her neighbors to take 
home when they stop by to visit with her. Her 
thought is: ‘‘store up treasures in Heaven by 
giving them away on earth.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the contributions of 
Mamie Williams. 
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IN MEMORY OF DR. LEW ALLEN, 
JR. 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 22, 2010 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the late Dr. Lew Allen, Jr., who 
passed away on January 4, 2010 at the age 
of 84. 

From the mid-1950s through the late 1960s, 
Dr. Allen worked as a physicist in the Los Ala-
mos Scientific Laboratory, as a project officer 
for the Air Force Special Weapons Center, as 
a special staff officer for the Space Tech-
nology Office of the Secretary of Defense, and 
Director of the Secretary of the United States 
Air Force. By the 1970s, he was Director of 
Special Projects and Deputy Commander of 
Satellite Programs for the Space and Missile 
Systems Organization, chief of staff Head-
quarters Air Force Systems Command, direc-
tor of the National Security Agency, and chief 
of staff of the U.S. Air Force. 

In 1982, because of Dr. Allen’s expertise in 
the military space program, he was recruited 
to serve as director of the Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory, JPL. During the years he led JPL, the 
laboratory launched Galileo to Jupiter, Magel-
lan to Venus, The Infrared Astronomical Sat-
ellite Mission—the first-ever space-based ob-
servatory to perform a survey of the entire sky 
at infrared wavelengths—and sent the Voy-
ager 2 spacecraft on its flybys of Uranus and 
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