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while she was still a teenager. She and her 
family, mother Eslyn Thorne and brother 
Maxim Thorne, immigrated to the United 
States in search of a better future. 

Katya deferred her studies and worked in 
retail and administrative services in the legal 
and banking industries in New York to help 
support her mother and younger brother. 
Throughout this period however, she kept her 
eyes on the goals of resuming her education 
and giving back to her community as best she 
could. 

Upon resuming her studies, she excelled at 
Rutgers University where she double majored 
in sociology and women’s studies. She be-
came a Mabel Smith Douglass Honors student 
focusing on racial justice in the U.S. and the 
plight and struggles of young women of Afri-
can descent in the period leading up to and 
through the Civil Rights movement. 

She later went on to achieve a masters in 
business administration with a dual specializa-
tion in marketing and logistics from the Univer-
sity of Miami and embarked on her career in 
the private sector as an international manage-
ment consultant focusing on issues facing mi-
nority communities. 

Katya also served a brief stint as a political 
campaign manager, before joining the execu-
tive management of Brooklyn Child and Family 
Services, Inc. (BCAFS), a 501(c)(3) non-profit, 
community-based organization that receives 
millions in public and private grants. She has 
served as both the Interim Executive Director 
and the Head Start and Early Head Start Pro-
gram Director. She oversees a full range of 
early educational and comprehensive social 
services to over 800 families in a predomi-
nantly low-income population where many are 
African American, Latino and immigrant. 
BCAFS has been a provider of community- 
based education, social and other supportive 
services in the Bedford Stuyvesant, Fort 
Greene, Flatbush, Bushwick, Brooklyn 
Heights, Williamsburg and surrounding Brook-
lyn neighborhoods since 1963. 

Under her leadership, Ms. Rattray has engi-
neered a significant transformation to the op-
erations of the program and drastically in-
creased its operating efficiency, program out-
reach and education outcomes; no small feat 
in these trying times. 

She has achieved an almost one hundred 
percent enrollment in the program that is un-
precedented in this history of the organization, 
community partnerships have dramatically in-
creased, and once again a Policy Council from 
the community is vibrant and engaged in help-
ing the agency, all hallmarks of the Head Start 
ethos. 

Under Ms. Rattray’s stewardship, Brooklyn 
Children and Family Services is once again 
poised to become a beacon in the 10th Con-
gressional District of New York. 

Katya is married to her soul mate, Ken 
Rattray, an international management and 
technology consultant, and together they have 
three wonder children, Kyra, Kenneth Patrick 
(KP), and Kalyn. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Katya Rattray. 
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker. 
Today I rise to pay tribute to the life and leg-
acy of the late Ms. Sallie Hicks, a constituent 
in the Congressional district I represent who 
was known for her contagious, spiritual and 
endearing personality. It is with both profound 
sadness, but also an enduring sense of grati-
tude that I recognize her for the tremendous 
inspiration she provided to the South Florida 
community. 

Ms. Hicks was born on April 6, 1913 in 
Chipley, Florida to the late Mr. and Mrs. Char-
lie Hicks. She was the second child of 14 sib-
lings. Her early years were spent in Chipley 
until her family moved to Live Oak, Florida 
where she attended Suwannee County Public 
Schools. 

Affectionately known as ‘‘Dr. Sally’’, Ms. 
Hicks was employed by the Mary Elizabeth 
Hotel. Upon retiring, she began a second ca-
reer as a caregiver at Betty’s Sunshine and 
Sunset Daycare. Soon thereafter, she estab-
lished her own daycare in her home. She cre-
ated a loving home, gave guidance, potty 
trained, and provided health information. Most 
importantly, all of her children were loved. She 
was the surrogate grandmother to more than 
15 children. 

Moreover, Ms. Hicks was a faithful member 
at Greater Bethel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church since the early 1950s. 

Ms. Hicks was blessed with a loving family 
who took pleasure in every aspect of her life 
and her interests. I offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to her two daughters, Eveline and 
Cathia; granddaughter, Kimberly; and great- 
granddaughter, Evelyn. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and all the 
members of this esteemed legislative body to 
join me in recognizing the extraordinary life 
and accomplishments of Ms. Sallie Hicks. She 
will be missed by all who knew her, and I ap-
preciate this opportunity to pay tribute to her 
before the United States House of Represent-
atives. While she will indeed be missed, her 
legacy, as well as the outstanding contribu-
tions she made to Greater Bethel A.M.E 
Church and the South Florida community will 
live on. 
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Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Catherine ‘‘Cathy’’ Keen of Glendale, 
California. Each year in March, in recognition 
of Women’s History Month, we pay special 
tribute to the accomplishments made by our 
Nation’s most distinguished women. 

Cathy has served the Glendale community 
primarily in the area of child advocacy, spend-

ing many years as an officer in the Parent- 
Teacher Association, PTA, at the elementary, 
middle school, high school, and council levels, 
including president of the Glenoaks PTA for 
two years. She was awarded the California 
Golden Oak Service Award by the State PTA, 
the highest level of award bestowed by the 
PTA. She also served as president of the 
Glenoaks Elementary School Foundation in 
1994. 

Cathy is active in Las Candelas, a philan-
thropic group which works to improve the lives 
of emotionally disturbed children. Cathy 
served as president of Las Candelas for two 
years and has chaired their biennial benefit 
twice, raising $140,000 for programs for emo-
tionally disturbed children. In 1993, she was a 
finalist for the Glendale News Press Woman 
of Achievement, nominated for her help with 
the family of a dying child. 

She chaired the Glendale Healthy Kids, 
GHK’s popular ‘‘Guess Who’s Coming to Din-
ner?’’ for nine years and also served on the 
Board of Directors of GHK for six years. She 
served as president of the Board of GHK and 
filled in as executive director when they were 
without one. Cathy personally published the 
GHK newsletter for five years and received 
the GHK Volunteer of the Year Award. 

Cathy is currently serving as president of 
the Kiwanis Club of Glendale, the second 
woman in eighty-nine years to hold this posi-
tion. In Kiwanis, she has served as Chairman 
of Youth Services for two years, overseeing 
nineteen Kiwanis projects to help our commu-
nity youth, and has served on the Board of Di-
rectors. Cathy also publishes the weekly 
KiwaniNews and is a regular reporter for the 
news when not serving as president. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring a remarkable woman of 
California’s 29th Congressional District, Cath-
erine Keen. The entire community joins me in 
thanking Cathy for the meaningful impact she 
has had on the 29th Congressional District. 
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HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Tyne L. Newman for her 
achievements in television, the arts, and her 
community. 

Tyne L. Newman was born in Queens, New 
York and is the middle of three children. 
Growing up, she had aspirations of becoming 
an actress/director and wanted to work in tele-
vision. As an adolescent, she attended Salva-
tion Bedford Day Camp where she met actor 
Emmanuel Lewis. Enthused and inspired she 
knew exactly what path in life she wanted to 
take and began writing her first screenplay. 
Hard work in the South Ozone Park commu-
nity as a youngster earned her Salute to 
Youth award in tribute to the late Congress-
man Joseph Addabo. 

Tyne attended John Bowne High School 
and received her bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in communications/business. After col-
lege, she began working at Brooklyn Commu-
nity Access Television (BCAT), known today 
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