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My deepest thoughts and prayers are with 

his loving wife and two children who live in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia; his parents, and the 
rest of his family during this extraordinarily dif-
ficult time. 

Our nation is safer and stronger because of 
brave heroes like Chief Brown. Today, I ask 
all members of Congress to join me as we 
honor the life of Navy SEAL Chief Petty Offi-
cer Adam Brown and his legacy, as well as 
each man and woman in our armed forces 
who give the ultimate sacrifice in service to 
our great country. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF THE 
LATE ROBERT MYERS, CHIEF AC-
TUARY AT THE SOCIAL SECU-
RITY ADMINISTRATION, AND 
RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE SSA’S ACTUARIES PRO-
VIDE TO CONGRESS, THEIR 
AGENCY, AND THE AMERICAN 
PUBLIC 

HON. EARL POMEROY 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor actuaries in general and two 
actuaries in particular: the longtime actuary of 
the Social Security Administration (SSA), the 
late Robert J. Myers, and the current chief ac-
tuary, Stephen C. Goss. 

Bob Myers died February 13 of this year at 
the age of 97, and a memorial service was 
held for him this past weekend. Mr. Myers had 
a long, exemplary career with the Social Secu-
rity Administration, starting in 1934 as a junior 
actuary with SSA’s predecessor, the Com-
mittee on Economic Security. He later served 
for 23 years as the agency’s chief actuary and 
was considered one of our country’s foremost 
experts on Social Security. 

Bob played a vital role in developing the 
special relationship between Congress and the 
Office of the Actuary. Historically, the actuary 
has been available to provide Members of 
Congress and the executive branch with con-
fidential, expert, impartial, and trustworthy 
analysis of Social Security policy and legisla-
tive proposals. The Office of the Chief Actuary 
has truly an unparalleled record of service in 
the federal government. 

Congress specifically recognized the value 
and importance of an independent and impar-
tial actuary in the conference report accom-
panying Social Security’s enabling statute, the 
‘‘Social Security Administrative Reform Act of 
1994.’’ This report said that ‘‘The Office of the 
Actuary has a unique role within the agency in 
that it serves both the Administration and the 
Congress. . . . Thus, the independence of the 
Office of the Chief Actuary with respect to pro-
viding assistance to the Congress is vital in 
maintaining a trusting and useful relationship.’’ 
(H. Report 103–670, at page 96) 

Though Bob left SSA in 1970, the tradition 
he established lives on in the work of the chief 
actuaries who came after him. SSA’s current 
chief actuary, Steve Goss, is an outstanding 
example. Steve has been an actuary with SSA 
since 1973 and has served as its chief actuary 

since 2001. To me and many of my col-
leagues, Steve personifies the meaning of 
public service. 

Steve’s contributions have also been recog-
nized by his colleagues and others. He re-
ceived the Commissioner’s Leadership Award 
in 1999 and was named a Presidential Distin-
guished Rank Executive in 2002. In 2004, he 
was the recipient of the very first Robert M. 
Ball Award for Outstanding Achievements in 
Social Insurance. Upon announcing their se-
lection, the National Academy of Social Insur-
ance described Steve this way: 

He gives tirelessly and selflessly of himself 
to try to clarify, illuminate, and explain 
complex Social Security issues and how esti-
mates are made of revenues, expenses, and 
actuarial projections within that program. 
He openly and forthrightly invites sugges-
tions and criticism, hoping to improve the 
quality of his knowledge and the accuracy of 
estimates put forward by SSA. Steve Goss 
and the entire Office of the Chief Actuary 
provide an exemplary model of integrity and 
transparency, while maintaining a very high 
level of productivity. 

I could not agree more. Steve Goss has 
ably continued the tradition Bob Myers started 
that has kept the Office of the Chief Actuary 
a trustworthy and consistently reliable source 
for confidential and honest analysis on which 
Congress relies to make sound policy deci-
sions affecting Social Security programs. I 
think Bob Myers would be very proud. 

I have worked personally with Steve for 
many years, and I look forward to relying on 
his expert knowledge and experience even 
more now that I am the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Social Security. The Social Se-
curity Administration could not have as great a 
reputation among my colleagues without Steve 
Goss. I congratulate and thank him for his 
service. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 4TH ANNUAL 
CESAR CHAVEZ MARCH 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
and ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in recognizing the 4th Annual Cesar Cha-
vez March to be held in my hometown of Flint, 
Michigan on Saturday, March 27th. The March 
is being sponsored by the Hispanic Latino Col-
laborative of Genesee County in honor of 
Cesar Chavez’s birthday on March 31. 

Cesar Chavez began his fight for the rights 
of migrant workers after serving in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. He labored in the 
fields and knew firsthand the terrible condi-
tions endured by migrant workers. He chose 
to lead the fight to bring justice and dignity to 
farm workers. Through his leadership, the 
United Farm Workers was able to win the right 
for farm workers to organize. Through his 
work, migrant farmers across our Nation have 
better working conditions, better pay, better 
living quarters, and better hours. Cesar Cha-
vez and the United Farm Workers were instru-
mental in getting dangerous pesticides 
banned, improving the safety of both our farm 
fields and the food on our tables. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the Hispanic Latino Collaborative of 
Genesee County for keeping the memory and 
legacy of Cesar Chavez alive. His enthusiasm 
for justice, his work for his fellow humans, his 
achievements in the face of adversity, has 
provided an example for future generations to 
emulate. Cesar Chavez has demonstrated the 
difference one person can make in the lives of 
others. 
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HONORING THE PASSING OF A 
DISTINGUISHED COAST GUARD 
VETERAN, LT HERBERT COL-
LINS, USCG RETIRED 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I take 
this opportunity to honor the service of Lieu-
tenant Herbert Collins, a retired Coast Guard 
officer, who passed away on March 14, 2010 
at the age of 89. 

Lieutenant Herbert Collins was the last sur-
viving member of the Coast Guard’s Life Boat 
Station Pea Island, which was the first and 
only station manned by an all African Amer-
ican crew. This station was in service from 
1880 to 1947 and was originally part of the 
U.S. Life Saving Service until it merged with 
the Revenue Cutter Service in 1915, creating 
the U.S. Coast Guard. Members of the Pea Is-
land Life Saving Station performed many he-
roic rescues and saved countless lives off the 
Outer Banks of North Carolina during the Sta-
tion’s 67 year existence. 

Lieutenant Collins enlisted in the Coast 
Guard in 1939 and during his 30–year career 
he was promoted through the ranks to chief 
boatswain’s mate, then to chief warrant officer 
and eventually to the rank of lieutenant. 

During his career, Lieutenant Collins served 
on five Coast Guard Cutters and in a number 
of shore assignments, including two tours at 
the Pea Island Life Saving Station. In 1947, 
Lieutenant Collins served as Officer-in-Charge 
of the Coast Guard Station Oregon Inlet in 
1947 and then later decommissioned Coast 
Guard Station Pea Island. Lieutenant Collins 
retired from the Coast Guard in 1976. 

Lieutenant Collins was the last surviving 
member of the Pea Island Life Saving Station. 
Additionally, with his passing, another legacy 
ends as his family held the record for the long-
est continuous service with the Coast Guard 
dating back to his grandfather, Joseph H. 
Berry, who entered the Life Saving Service in 
1880. 

Lieutenant Collins, I wish you fair winds and 
following seas. 
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