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FLAWS OF MEDICAID EXPANSION 

HON. JASON CHAFFETZ 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Madam Speaker, there are 
major flaws in the health care legislation that 
passed the U.S. House of Representatives 
this week. Utah Governor Gary Herbert re-
cently shared with me two major deficiencies 
in the Medicaid expansion as addressed in the 
health care bill. 

First, Medicaid expansion ignores the fiscal 
impact on states. Utah, along with many other 
states, currently faces challenging financial cir-
cumstances. It would be impossible to pay for 
a sizeable Medicaid expansion and still main-
tain other critical state priorities such as edu-
cation and social services without tax in-
creases. This would dampen any economic re-
covery. 

Second, Medicaid expansion ignores the 
program’s current deficiencies. Medicaid is de-
signed to be a temporary help and not a per-
manent solution for financing medical care be-
cause it restricts patient responsibility and lim-
its choices and options. Utah is struggling to 
find enough providers who are willing to treat 
Medicaid patients as it is. Putting more people 
on this program will likely overwhelm the pro-
vider system and decrease access for those 
that need it most. 

Medicaid expansion solves the problem of 
the uninsured by forcing more people into an 
already overburdened public program. This is 
an inevitable crush on states’ finances and the 
economy. 

STATE OF UTAH, 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, 

Salt Lake City, UT, March 21, 2010. 
Hon. JASON CHAFFETZ, 
Longworth Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN CHAFFETZ: I am writ-
ing in the hope there is still an opportunity 
to eliminate the proposed Medicaid expan-
sion in the current health care reform legis-
lation. There are two major flaws with the 
proposed expansion. 

First, the Medicaid expansion ignores the 
fiscal impact on states. Even though there 
was a previous commitment that states will 
not be burdened with the cost of a growing 
program, it is clear the current versions of 
the expansion proposal do not keep this com-
mitment. Utah, along with many other 
states, currently faces challenging financial 
circumstances. We, in Utah, have fought to 
minimize the impact on our citizens, but it 
would be impossible to pay for a sizeable 
Medicaid expansion and still maintain our 
commitment to other critical state prior-
ities such as education and social services 
without tax increases. This would dampen 
the economic recovery we are beginning to 
experience. 

Second, Medicaid expansion ignores the 
program’s current deficiencies. This proposal 
would significantly increase the number of 
Utahns on Medicaid. Instead, we need to get 
more people off Medicaid and covered by pri-
vate insurance. Medicaid is designed to be a 
temporary help to those in need. It is not de-
signed to be a permanent solution for financ-
ing medical care because it restricts patient 
responsibility and limits choices and op-
tions. It would be better to pursue ap-

proaches that help individuals and families 
become the primary decision-makers when it 
comes to their health and health care. 

We are struggling to find enough providers 
who are willing to treat Medicaid patients as 
it is. Putting more people in this program 
will likely overwhelm the provider system 
and decrease access for those that need it the 
most. Nothing in the current proposal ad-
dresses how this problem will be resolved. 

I am firmly opposed to a plan that intends 
to solve the problem of the uninsured by 
forcing more people into an already overbur-
dened public program. Even though the bill 
intends to soften the impact with a 2019 full 
implementation date, this is simply delaying 
the inevitable crush on states’ finances and 
the economy. 

Thank you for your consideration and 
thank you for your service to our country. 

Sincerely, 
GARY R. HERBERT, 

Governor. 
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HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF SUPREME COURT JUS-
TICE SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR, 
THE FIRST WOMAN TO SERVE 
ON THE UNITED STATES SU-
PREME COURT 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 1141, which hon-
ors the achievements and distinguished career 
of Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, and recog-
nizes her impact as an American symbol of 
hard work and rugged individualism. H. Res. 
1141 is an important measure that acknowl-
edges the truly impressive career of Sandra 
Day O’Connor and pays tribute to her distin-
guished record as one of the nation’s great ju-
rists that has inspired generations of women 
across the country and around the world. 

I thank Chairman JOHN CONYERS for his 
leadership in bringing this bill to the floor. I 
would also like to thank the sponsor of this 
legislation, Congresswoman GABRIELLE GIF-
FORDS, for taking the time to acknowledge 
Justice O’Connor’s positive impact on the 
legal profession, the world of public service, 
and the lives of women and girls with dreams 
as ambitious as her own. 

Madam Speaker, Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor’s rise to the top of the legal profes-
sion is a testament to the power of tirelessly 
dedicating yourself to the pursuit of your 
dreams and staying true to your core values. 
After graduating in the top three of her class 
at Stanford Law School, Justice O’Connor 
practiced law in Frankfurt, Germany and 
Phoenix, Arizona. Soon, however, she took 
her talents to the arena of public service, serv-
ing as the Arizona Assistant Attorney General 
and Majority Leader in the Arizona State Sen-
ate. In 1979, she was appointed by Arizona 
Governor Bruce Babbitt to serve on the Ari-
zona Court of Appeals. Her fair-minded deci-
sions, detailed knowledge of the law, and 
growing stature in the legal profession led 
President Ronald Reagan to nominate Sandra 
Day O’Connor in 1981 to serve as the first 
woman on the United States Supreme Court. 

Justice O’Connor served for 24 terms on the 
United States Supreme Court. Her service 
was marked by her centrist judicial philosophy, 
consensus-building role on the Court, and de-
termination to uphold the law and the Con-
stitution. A shining moment in Justice O’Con-
nor’s legacy was her support of the proposed 
Equal Rights Amendment, which further 
strengthened her role as a role model for 
women of all generations. On August 12, 
2009, President Barack Obama awarded San-
dra Day O’Connor the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, a deserved honor for an important 
national figure who inspires countless Ameri-
cans. 

It is entirely fitting that we take this time to 
honor Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. The 
story of Justice O’Connor’s ascent to the 
United States Supreme Court is an inspira-
tional one that reaffirms the power of hard 
work, determination, and fidelity to core val-
ues. Her service on the Court helped make 
our country better and fairer. Most importantly, 
through her successful career, she paved the 
way for female leaders throughout the arena 
of public service. And it is significant to note 
that Sandra Day O’Connor achieved all of this 
while helping raise three children. Her refusal 
to make the unfair choice between family and 
career is another reason why she has become 
a role model for women throughout the coun-
try. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H. Res. 1141. 
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HONORING THE 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF WAQP–TV 49 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, please join 
me in recognizing the achievements of 
WAQP–TV 49 as it celebrates 25 years broad-
casting the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the Flint, 
Saginaw, Bay City, Midland and Lansing 
areas. WAQP–TV will celebrate this anniver-
sary on March 25th at the station in Saginaw 
Michigan. 

WAQP–TV 49 is part of TCT, Total Christian 
Television founded by Drs. Garth and Tina 
Coonce. The station broadcasts Christian pro-
gramming 24 hours a day to give inspiration to 
those in need, and maintains an 800 Prayer 
Line. The volunteers manning this line pray 
with the callers and provide hope, encourage-
ment and strength to the most vulnerable. 
Both callers and volunteers experience the joy 
that comes from partnering with the Lord. As 
part of the TCT family, the station and its 
viewers can connect with Christians around 
the globe, forming a prayer chain that reaches 
throughout the world. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in commending 
WAQP–TV 49 for its commitment to preaching 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Their dedication, 
enthusiasm and prayers are a blessing to the 
community and the countless people that en-
counter Our Lord, Jesus Christ, through their 
ministry. 
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LA MIRADA 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker. I rise to honor the City of La 
Mirada’s 50th Anniversary. 

Fifty years ago, on March 23, 1960, the vil-
lage residents of Mirada Hills witnessed their 
homeplace incorporated as a city. At the time, 
it was a brave step in challenging cir-
cumstances, signaling the area’s transition 
from a rural and agriculture community to a 
beautiful suburb of Los Angeles. This spirit of 
transition continued when on November 8, 
1960, the people of Mirada Hills approved a 
change of name to the current La Mirada. 

It is this striving to meet the challenges of 
the future for which La Mirada stands and 
which I would like to share with you today, 
celebrating the City’s 50th anniversary. 

La Mirada’s development has been, for its 
first 70 years, closely linked to the family of 
Andrew McNally, the founder and president of 
the Rand McNally Publishing Company. In 
1888, McNally purchased over 2,200 acres of 
rangeland and named it La Mirada, which in 
Spanish means ‘‘The View.’’ He built a home 
and surrounded it with olive, orange, grapefruit 
and lemon groves. In order to be able to ship 
his finest olive oil and fruits throughout the 
United States, he made plans for the construc-
tion of a plant and a railroad station, thus pro-
viding the basic infrastructure for the further 
development of La Mirada. 

In 1896, McNally turned the property over to 
his daughter’s family, the Neffs. Their home-
stead, known as the Neff House, is today list-
ed on the National Register of Historic Sites. 

In the early 1950s, the Neff family once 
more cleared the way for the transition of La 
Mirada to become a modern city. By selling 
the land to a number of developers in one of 
the largest real estate transactions in Cali-
fornia, it gave way to an astounding growth in 
population. In 1946, La Mirada counted 213 
inhabitants, by its incorporation in 1960 the 
city comprised over 8,000 homes. 

This overwhelming growth over a short pe-
riod of time posed great challenges to La 
Mirada’s leaders. But they met those chal-
lenges successfully. In the early 1950s, La 
Mirada was admired as a well structured city. 
Its spirit was reflected by the State Fair which 
in 1953 praised La Mirada for planning for the 

future while at the same time maintaining 
practicality for today. 

This notion holds true today, and I’m con-
fident that it will guide the City’s development 
through the next 50 years. 

I want to share La Mirada’s spirit and suc-
cess with the rest of our Nation as an inspira-
tion for how we can master current and future 
challenges: by taking them on in a positive, 
pro-active way. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in ushering 
in La Mirada’s 50th Anniversary. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, unfortunately, I missed the following 
recorded votes on the House floor on Tues-
day, March 2, 2010, and Wednesday, March 
3, 2010. 

For Tuesday, March 2, 2010, had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall 
vote No. 75 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 1072), ‘‘no’’ on Rollcall 
vote No. 76 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H.R. 3820), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall 
vote No. 77 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 1097). 

For Wednesday, March 3, 2010, had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on Rollcall 
vote No. 78 (on agreeing to H. Res. 1126, 
which provides for consideration of H.R. 
4247), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall vote No. 79 (on mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 
747), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall vote No. 80 (on motion 
to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 
1096), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall vote No. 81 (on 
agreeing to the Flake amendment to H.R. 
4247), ‘‘no’’ on Rollcall vote No. 82 (on pas-
sage of H.R. 4247), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall vote No. 
83 (on motion to suspend the rules and agree 
to H. Res. 1127). 
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THE LEGENDARY PRICE PRUETT 
OF BAYTOWN, TX 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, we 
often speak of great American heroes like 

Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and 
Thomas Jefferson. In Texas, we speak of 
state heroes like Sam Houston, Stephen F. 
Austin, and William Barrett Travis. Similar to 
these great men, in the Second District of 
Texas, we honor local community heroes like 
Price Pruett. 

Price Pruett was born in the 1800s on a 
farm in Dayton located in southeast Texas. He 
attended college at Southwestern University in 
Georgetown and graduated with a major in 
Business Administration. After college he 
spent time rounding up cattle in between 
Beaumont and Houston. Following in the foot-
steps of his grandfather who was a rancher in 
Liberty County, Pruett later established his 
own ranch in the area now known as Bay-
town. 

In 1902 he married Georgia Estelle Law-
rence and the two built a home located at 
Baytown’s present-day Bicentennial Park. In 
1917 Pruett teamed up with good friend Ross 
S. Sterling to form Goose Creek Realty Co. 
Sterling bought land from Pruett that was ac-
quired when he established his ranch. The 
land was used for a new town and railroad 
depot. The town eventually became Goose 
Creek which was the first incorporated town in 
east Harris County. 

Pruett and Sterling worked hard to sell a 
great amount of land. The offices of Goose 
Creek Realty Co. became the depot for the 
Dayton-Goose Creek Railroad. One of their 
most notable contributions to the area was the 
preservation of the beloved oak tree on Texas 
Avenue. Even when developers recommended 
cutting the tree down to extend roads in the 
town Pruett refused. 

It has become a long-standing tradition in 
Baytown to keep the tree alive and well. It is 
a way for the citizens to honor the men who 
worked hard to preserve its beauty and origi-
nality. Pruett would be proud to know the peo-
ple of Baytown have continued to carry on his 
legacy. Today we honor Price Pruett for the 
establishment of the town and for helping to 
initiate a tradition of pride, one well-known to 
the constituents of southeast Texas. 
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