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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, March 24, 2010 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. SPEIER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC. 
March 24, 2010. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JACKIE 
SPEIER to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

‘‘Take care, my brothers and sisters, 
lest any of you have an evil and un-
faithful spirit and fall away from the 
living God. 

‘‘Encourage one another daily, while 
it is still ‘today’; so that no one grows 
hardened by the deceit of sin. 

‘‘All of us have become partners of 
the Lord, only if we maintain to the 
very end that confidence which we 
brought when we first began. 

‘‘For Scripture tells us, ‘Today, if 
you should hear His voice, harden not 
your hearts . . .’ 

‘‘As His faithful ones, look after the 
Father’s house—and we are that house. 
Through Him, the whole fabric is 
bound together and grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord—and we are that 
house.’’ 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SIRES) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SIRES led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 minute re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

FUNDING FOR PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of allowing public 
transit agencies to flex their Federal 
transit funding for operating expenses. 
Current law forbids transit systems in 
areas with a population of over 200,000 
to use funds for operating. This has 
forced transit agencies across the coun-
try to cut services at a time when peo-
ple are using transit more than ever. In 
2008, transit use reached its highest 
level in five decades. In my home State 
of New Jersey, you can take a bus to 
any part of our State, and there are 
nearly 1,000 miles of rail line. Building 
this dynamic transportation system 
took years to develop, yet routes are 
being slashed because of the high cost 
of operating expenses. 

All across our Nation, public trans-
portation routes are being closed, and 
it is critical that we find a solution for 
our constituents. Congressman CARNA-
HAN has introduced a bill, H.R. 2746, 
that would allow public transit agen-
cies to use some of their Federal fund-
ing for operating expenses. I am proud 
to cosponsor this bill, and I urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation 
that gives transit agencies the flexi-
bility necessary to continue their great 
service. 

f 

JOB CREATION 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, 219 liberals on the 
other side of the aisle may have passed 
a government health care takeover, 
but the American people still have a 
voice to tell their lawmakers to repeal 
these job-killing mandates and finally 
focus on job creation proposals. 

Congress spent the better part of an 
entire year obsessed with cutting deals 
for a health care takeover full of tax 
increases and mandates while unem-
ployment increased by over 3 million 
people. Let me repeat. For months, 219 

lawmakers ignored the clear message 
that the American people sent about 
this job-killing takeover—that they 
didn’t want it—and after arm twisting, 
proceeded to ram it through anyway. 

When is Congress going to get it 
right? The American people want us to 
be debating job creation policies. They 
want to know when private sector jobs 
will be created, instead of 16,500 more 
IRS government jobs that this health 
care takeover will create. It’s high 
time we give the people some answers 
for jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 
11th in the Global War on Terrorism. 

f 

SENIORS BENEFIT FROM HEALTH 
CARE REFORM 

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Madam Speak-
er, the new health care reform legisla-
tion will strengthen Medicare for the 
118,000 beneficiaries in my district and 
for 45 million individuals across this 
country. Seniors in Medicare will re-
ceive free preventative care under this 
new reform and no copays for preventa-
tive services. 

Every year, almost 13,000 seniors in 
my district are forced to pay the full 
cost of their prescription drugs because 
of the Medicare part D doughnut hole. 
Under the new reform, they will re-
ceive a $250 rebate to pay for these pre-
scriptions this year, and the doughnut 
hole will completely close by 2020. The 
new health care reform strengthens 
Medicare and ensures that our seniors 
get the quality, affordable care they 
deserve. 

f 

THE REALITY OF HEALTH CARE 
REFORM 

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, when 
the President signed the health care re-
form bill into law, he noted, ‘‘The over-
heated rhetoric of reform will finally 
confront the reality of reform.’’ He’s 
right. 

Here is the reality: Insurance compa-
nies will now be required to accept 
children with preexisting conditions 
and carry adults up to the age of 26 on 
their parents’ policies. New policies 
will have to cover preventative care 
without copays. Such requirements 
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