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may or may not be in the public inter-
est, but health insurance that is no 
longer a hedge against risk cannot ac-
curately be called health insurance. 
Health insurance companies are now 
more like public utilities. 

Keep in mind that individual man-
dates requiring the purchase of insur-
ance to broaden the pool will not kick 
in for 4 years. New competition is not 
required, nor is there any serious effort 
to deal with legal liability. In other 
words, there is no downward pressure 
on cost, only upward pressure. 

Madam Speaker, in this body we can 
pass all the laws that we want, but we 
cannot suspend the laws of economics, 
nor can we phase them in. Americans 
should now be prepared for higher pre-
miums. 

That, Madam Speaker, is the reality 
of reform. 

f 

REMEMBERING BOB ROHDENBURG 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Bob 
Rohdenburg who passed away on Satur-
day, March 6 of this year. Bob had been 
a dedicated pastor at the Garden Grove 
Unified Methodist Church and an Or-
ange County Congregation Community 
Organization, or OCCCO, as we know it, 
board member for many years. He re-
mained passionate about justice and 
the role of the church in public life 
until the very end. He was particularly 
passionate about the accessibility of 
health care for everyone, having wit-
nessed the dysfunction of the health 
care system through his son’s experi-
ence as a doctor and, of course, his own 
experience as a patient. 

He traveled to Washington, D.C., on 
more than one occasion to share his 
faith and his vision with our elected of-
ficials. Bob challenged OCCCO both 
with his vision and with the depth of 
his faith reflections. 

He had a profound role in shaping 
OCCCO, and he was a positive influence 
on the members of his church and be-
yond. He will be deeply missed. I send 
my deepest condolences to his wife 
Cynthia, his daughter Denise, his son 
Paul and his granddaughter. 

f 

ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO DECIDE 
WHERE HER PEOPLE SHALL LIVE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
the United States Government wants 
to dictate where the people of the sov-
ereign State of Israel are allowed to 
live. Now who do we think we are? 
Israel is our ally, not our subject. What 
if Prime Minister Netanyahu said that 

our people weren’t allowed to live in 
certain parts of D.C.? That makes 
about as much sense. The American 
people support Israel and the U.S. Gov-
ernment better get onboard. The people 
I represent are not ‘‘embarrassed’’ or 
‘‘humiliated’’ by the actions of Israel. 

Israel has the right to determine 
where their people live, including in 
Jerusalem. Also under international 
law, Israel is not obligated to give back 
land won in a defensive war. But they 
tried anyway. When Israel gave back 
land for peace, it didn’t work. They 
still don’t have peace. There will be no 
peace until the terrorists come to the 
peace table because the terrorists don’t 
want peace. They want to drive Israel 
into the sea. Peace will come in the 
Middle East when the terrorists are de-
feated. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

EARMARK REFORM 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, in 
January, President Obama stood in 
this Chamber and made an important 
request. He called on Congress to ‘‘con-
tinue down the path of earmark re-
form’’ as an important way to spend 
smarter and rebuild the public’s trust. 
We simply cannot afford to wait any 
longer for real earmark reform. 

Last year, I introduced House Reso-
lution 614 which prohibits earmarks for 
for-profit entities. Last week, the Ap-
propriations Committee took up the 
premise of this resolution by estab-
lishing a 1-year moratorium on ear-
marks for for-profits. We must make 
this ban permanent and act in an open 
and responsible manner, allowing for 
public scrutiny of all requests. 

Moving forward, each dollar spent 
must benefit the American people, not 
some special interest. Our work today 
will help us build a safer and stronger 
community tomorrow. Now is the time 
to answer the President’s call. 

f 

HEALTH CARE, JOBS AND THE 
ECONOMY 

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Today I 
rise to express how disappointed I am 
in this institution and the Presidency 
with what happened this last weekend. 
When we are in a Nation that is suf-
fering from terrible unemployment and 
a dramatically poor economic position, 
to have this House and the President 
sign into law a job-killing piece of leg-
islation that would put this Nation on 
the path to socialized medicine is un-
conscionable. Unfortunately, the coun-
try is going to suffer from now until 
the November elections when the Dem-

ocrat majority will meet the con-
sequences of their vote on Sunday. 

However, in the meantime, I urge the 
President and Speaker PELOSI to start 
working on the economy and jobs and 
trying to get people back to work. I 
don’t know how they can sleep at night 
knowing that they haven’t addressed 
this up till now, but we’ve got to start 
working on the economy, get cash back 
into the markets for small businesses 
and put people back to work. 

f 

REBOUNDING 
(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, 
this chart was produced by the Joint 
Economic Committee, and it shows the 
constant process of the creation and 
loss of jobs that occurs in our econ-
omy. The solid black line shows the 
number of private sector jobs created. 
The dotted line shows the number of 
private sector jobs lost. When the econ-
omy is expanding, as it did under Clin-
ton, the job creation line just kept 
going up. 

At point A, the beginning of the Bush 
administration, you can see that the 
number of jobs created is much lower 
than during the Clinton administra-
tion; and in 2008, you can see that it 
literally fell off the cliff. 

As Nobel Prize-winning economist 
Joseph Stiglitz has suggested, job cre-
ation during the Bush expansion was 
artificially inflated by the housing 
bubble and the false wealth that it cre-
ated. As a result, we faced a rapid de-
cline in job creation when the housing 
bubble burst. 

Point B represents the beginning of a 
new administration with new policies 
and different results. The lines change 
direction rather sharply. 

Madam Speaker, this is the picture of 
progress. 

f 

b 1015 

PATIENT-CENTERED HEALTH 
REFORM 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
it is so interesting to be a Member of 
the U.S. House of Representatives at 
this time. One of the things that makes 
it most interesting is the issues that 
we have to deal with, and it boils down 
to making choices: what are you going 
to support and what are you going to 
oppose. 

The Republicans have supported 
health reform that would be patient 
centered. What we saw transpire in this 
House last weekend was a bill that is 
government centered and government 
first. There was a choice of how to 
move forward with health care, and de-
cisions were made. The Democrat ma-
jority chose to put government at the 
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top of health care decisions, govern-
ment in charge of deciding what kind 
of health care you can access, what 
kind of insurance product you can buy, 
what will be available to buy by the 
time we get to the year 2013. 

Those are not decisions that govern-
ment should make. Those are decisions 
that should be made by individuals, by 
small businesses, by employers. And as 
our phones continue to ring as people 
find out more and more about the rec-
onciliation bill, they say reconsider, 
pull the bill back and focus on the 
economy, focus on jobs and get this Na-
tion on the right track. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, in 
the wake of the phenomenal accom-
plishment we made this weekend, my 
constituent and Senator, MITCH 
MCCONNELL, said, We have a new slo-
gan for the fall, ‘‘Repeal and Replace.’’ 
Well, that really doesn’t surprise be-
cause while we have been legislating 
for the American people, our opponents 
on the Republican side have been doing 
little more than sloganeering. 

I hope MITCH MCCONNELL does come 
home to Kentucky this year and tells 
parents like my niece, whose 1-year-old 
son was rejected for insurance because 
he had had an ear infection, that we 
are going to repeal that provision that 
guarantees kids be protected against 
being disqualified for preexisting con-
ditions. I hope he says we are going to 
repeal the provision that says that 
15,000 small businesses in my district 
alone, and in his district, his home-
town, will be denied that tax credit 
providing insurance for their employ-
ees. I hope he says that we are going to 
repeal that provision that narrows the 
doughnut hole for about 100,000 Medi-
care beneficiaries. 

I say I have a slogan to combat ‘‘Re-
peal and Replace,’’ ‘‘Just Wait and 
See.’’ 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I am so proud to have been 
here this week when we finally an-
swered the call of the American people 
to reform the health care system. This 
is not a government takeover. People 
woke up on Monday to find they still 
have their doctors, if they have one; 
and they still have an insurance policy, 
if they have one. And, in fact, medical 
stocks went up on the stock market. 

Because of our actions here, people 
with preexisting conditions will be pro-
tected from their insurance companies. 
Seniors will see the cost of their pre-

scription drugs drop. All plans for all 
Americans will offer free, preventative 
care. Small businesses will now get tax 
credits to provide health care to their 
employees, and 32 million Americans 
currently uninsured will have access to 
high-quality, affordable health care. 

I have heard the horror stories from 
my constituents. Many of them have 
told me that their insurance company 
refused to pay for treatment that their 
doctor ordered, or dropped them once 
they got sick and needed that coverage 
the most. Their stories inspired me to 
keep fighting for health reform, and I 
am proud to say that this body deliv-
ered. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JUSTICE 
O’CONNOR 

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize the accom-
plishments of Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor, the first woman to serve on 
the United States Supreme Court. 

Just last week, the House unani-
mously passed a resolution in recogni-
tion of her distinguished career during 
Women’s History Month. Justice 
O’Connor truly embodies the Arizona 
spirit of hard work and rugged individ-
ualism. 

After growing up on her family’s 
ranch, the Lazy B located in the high 
deserts of Arizona, she quickly 
achieved success. Justice O’Connor 
graduated cum laude from Stanford 
University in 1950 and in the top three 
of her class at Stanford University Law 
School. Justice O’Connor began her ca-
reer in public service as the Arizona 
Assistant Attorney General in 1965 and 
went on to the State legislature. She 
became the first woman in the country 
to serve as a Senate Majority Leader. 
Justice O’Connor was catapulted into 
our Nation’s limelight when President 
Ronald Reagan nominated her to the 
United States Supreme Court in 1981. 
She served 24 terms on the Supreme 
Court in a centrist role with her com-
mitment to uphold law and our Con-
stitution. Just last year she was award-
ed the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
by President Barack Obama, the high-
est recognition for any civilian. 

Today we honor Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor because this Friday we cele-
brate her 80th birthday. This resolu-
tion is a small birthday gift to a 
daughter of Arizona from a grateful 
Nation that she so proudly served. 

f 

UNDO FLAWED HEALTH BILL 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, 
America is a democracy, not a mon-
archy; but you wouldn’t know it by the 

way the American people’s voices have 
been ignored by President Obama, 
Speaker PELOSI, and Senator REID. The 
American people are angry. They are 
not adequately represented in Wash-
ington. As representatives of the peo-
ple, it is necessary that we fix this bill 
and give Americans what they want: 
quality and affordable health care re-
form, not increased taxes and sweet-
heart deals. 

We must fight to repeal and replace 
this bill. We must fight to uphold the 
Constitution of the United States. I am 
here today to speak for the people of 
Arkansas and the people of America 
who are overwhelmingly in opposition 
to the flawed health care bill. We see 
how the government is infringing on 
our rights. The American people have 
had enough and want to see legal ac-
tion. I too am concerned that this bill 
is unconstitutional, and I am sup-
portive of States challenging this 
flawed health care bill. We must abide 
by States’ rights. This bill is just an-
other violation of those rights and it is 
something we must undo. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 
(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today, in celebration of the historic 
passage of health care reform for our 
country. I am going to quote from our 
Declaration of Independence: All men 
are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. That to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted among 
men. 

Yes, it is the purpose of our govern-
ment that we the people have set up to 
secure the rights to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. The pursuit of 
life, the right of living, to be able to 
live and get the right medical care you 
need shouldn’t depend on whether you 
had cancer as a 25-year-old, shouldn’t 
depend on whether you had a stroke 
when you were a kid. These are not 
somebody’s fault; it can happen to any-
body. And just because of a preexisting 
condition, you should not be denied 
coverage. 

That is what this bill means for 
America. Our Founding Fathers would 
be proud today that we stood up for the 
principle to protect the lives of all 
Americans by ensuring that all Ameri-
cans can access affordable, quality 
health care. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 
(Mr. OWENS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, our 
middle class families and small busi-
ness owners need fast action if they are 
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