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In 1957, Dorothy Height was elected 

fourth national president of NCNW—a 
position she would hold continuously 
until 1998. 

For more than four decades, she was 
at the helm of the preeminent leader-
ship council for African-American 
women. 

Thanks to her unrivaled expertise, 
transcendent vision, and lifelong dedi-
cation to this cause and this great or-
ganization, when she retired in 1998, 
she lived in a country that was far 
more free, more fair, and more equal 
than the one she knew as a child. 

For her extraordinary work, in 2004 
this Congress bestowed upon her its 
highest civilian honor, the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. President Bush pre-
sented her with this award on her 92nd 
birthday. 

And so today, as Dorothy turns 98, I 
ask my colleagues to join with me in 
honoring the immeasurable contribu-
tions she has made to this country. I 
ask them to reflect upon the leadership 
she has rendered, the causes she has 
championed, and the countless lives 
she has touched. 

Without Dorothy Height, America 
might be a very different place. I thank 
her immensely for the difference she 
has made, and for the lifetime of hard 
work she has devoted to her fellow citi-
zens. 

I wish her a wonderful birthday and 
many happy returns.∑ 
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CEDAR FALLS HISTORIC 
RECOGNITION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, one of 
the greatest challenges we face not just 
in Iowa but all across America is pre-
serving the character and vitality of 
our small towns. This is about econom-
ics, but it is also about our culture and 
identity. After all, you won’t find the 
heart and soul of Iowa at Wal-Mart or 
Home Depot out in the strip malls. No, 
the heart and soul of Iowa is in our 
family farms and on Main Streets in 
small communities all across my 
State. That is why we need to be as 
generous as possible—and as creative 
as possible—in keeping our downtowns 
not just alive but thriving. 

As a member of the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, I am involved in 
funding many hundreds of programs 
every year. But the Main Street Iowa 
program, which provides challenge 
grants to revitalize downtown build-
ings across my State, is in a class by 
itself. It is smart. It is effective. And it 
touches communities and people in 
very concrete ways. 

For example, the citizens of Cedar 
Falls, IA, and their Main Street pro-
gram are making efforts to improve 
their downtown and spur investment in 
the area. The Blackhawk Hotel re-
ceived a Main Street Challenge Grant 
in 2003 to renovate its historic down-
town location. The Blackhawk Hotel, 

listed in the National Register of His-
toric Places, is the oldest continuously 
operating hotel site in Iowa. More re-
cently, another Challenge Grant was 
awarded for the Bruhn Building to help 
complete a forward-thinking project 
that will transform the designated area 
into a gathering space, entrance, out-
door dining room, and vertical garden 
on Main Street. 

Thanks to these and other projects 
undertaken by the Cedar Falls commu-
nity and business leaders, the city was 
recognized last month by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation as one 
of its ‘‘2010 Dozen Distinctive Designa-
tions.’’ According to the National 
Trust, this distinction recognizes ‘‘cit-
ies and towns that offer an authentic 
visitor experience by combining dy-
namic downtowns, cultural diversity, 
attractive architecture, cultural land-
scapes and a strong commitment to 
historic preservation, sustainability 
and revitalization.’’ I would like to 
commend the excellent work of all 
those involved in these economic devel-
opment efforts in Cedar Falls. 

State and Federal programs can pro-
vide limited funding and technical as-
sistance to progressive cities like 
Cedar Falls. But, as we have seen here, 
success ultimately comes from local 
leadership, local teamwork, and home-
grown ideas and solutions. When people 
see one of the anchors of Main Street 
being renovated or expanded, this can 
change the whole psychology of a town 
or community. It offers hope. It serves 
as a catalyst for a far-reaching ripple 
effect of positive changes. Cedar Falls 
is a shining example of the great things 
that are possible. So I am pleased to 
congratulate the Main Street program 
and the citizens of Cedar Falls for for-
mulating a strategy that has reinvigo-
rated its downtown and won accolades 
from an esteemed national organiza-
tion like the National Trust. Their vi-
sion for a revitalized Cedar Falls is set-
ting a terrific example for other small 
towns across America.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE KIRKWOOD 
HIGH SCHOOL SYMPHONIC OR-
CHESTRA 

∑ Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, 
today I congratulate a special group of 
students from my home state of Mis-
souri. The Kirkwood High School Sym-
phonic Orchestra has earned the honor 
of performing in New York City at the 
2010 Instrumental Music Festival at 
Carnegie Hall, which is being held from 
March 26 through March 29. The Kirk-
wood High School Symphonic Orches-
tra is one of three instrumental groups 
throughout the Nation to be honored 
with this remarkable opportunity. 
These students have my admiration 
and my sincere congratulations. I 
know they will be great ambassadors 
for all students in Missouri. 

It is clear that this notable achieve-
ment is a direct result of the students’ 

discipline and dedication to their musi-
cal talent. Under the direction of or-
chestral program director Patrick 
Jackson, these young musicians are lo-
cally renowned and have earned na-
tional acclaim for their work. Particu-
larly noteworthy was their perform-
ance at the 2008 Heritage Music Fes-
tival in New York City. That perform-
ance, which received perfect marks 
from the judging panel, was so stirring 
that more than one judge was moved to 
tears. It is a fitting advance in the sto-
ried history the students of the Kirk-
wood High School Symphonic Orches-
tra are writing that they would be in-
vited to play in the world-famous Car-
negie Hall. 

As you can imagine, becoming a 
member of this elite ensemble is not 
easy. Members of the Kirkwood High 
School Symphonic Orchestral Program 
make a 9-year commitment that begins 
in 4th grade and continues through the 
students’ senior year in high school. 
Mr. Jackson has directed the sym-
phonic orchestra for two decades. Dur-
ing that time, participation has grown 
from 19 students to more than 300. As a 
testament to Mr. Jackson’s commit-
ment to his students, he has been hon-
ored by former students in Who’s Who 
Among American High School High 
School Teachers 17 times. 

Moreover, the resounding support for 
the symphonic orchestra from the com-
munities of Kirkwood and Saint Louis 
has been inspiring. In order to make 
the trip, the students reached their 
fundraising goal of $72,000 with the help 
of local radio, TV stations, and news-
papers promoting their yearlong ‘‘Road 
to Carnegie Hall.’’ Inspired by these 
young musicians, members of our own 
Saint Louis Orchestra were moved to 
volunteer their time and expertise with 
the students in advance of their per-
formance. 

Mr. President, I understand how dif-
ficult being a kid in this day and age 
can be. All too often, we read and hear 
negative stories about America’s chil-
dren that seem to suggest a generation 
in crisis. These Kirkwood students 
make it clear that this is not so. I am 
proud to shine a light on this group of 
young people who strive for greatness 
and embrace the fact that the greatest 
heights can be achieved through hard 
work and discipline. 

On behalf of myself and the people of 
Missouri, I congratulate the Kirkwood 
High School Symphonic Orchestra and 
wish them the best of luck during their 
time at Carnegie Hall.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 
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