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pool outside of Western New York and offered 
additional merit-based aid and scholarship as-
sistance to the most qualified students. He 
dedicated himself to hiring the best possible 
faculty and, over the past decade, has in-
creased the number of courses taught by full- 
time faculty while decreasing Canisius’ stu-
dent-to-faculty ratio. 

Rev. Cooke’s successes have meant so 
much for Canisius College; however the bene-
fits of his work have extended to the sur-
rounding community as well. Through his win- 
win approach to community relations Rev. 
Cooke helped to establish a partnership with 
Fannie Mae and Hunt Real Estate, creating 
the Employer Assisted Housing Program 
which provides incentives for college employ-
ees to buy homes close to campus. His efforts 
to preserve historic campus buildings have in-
vigorated the surrounding community while an 
increase in policing efforts have made the 
campus and neighboring communities a safer 
place. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
Rev. Cooke for his copious achievements. His 
work as an educator, innovator, and leader 
has bettered not only Canisius College but all 
of Western New York as well. 

f 

H.R. 4840, TO DESIGNATE THE FA-
CILITY OF THE UNITED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE LOCATED AT 
1979 CLEVELAND AVENUE IN CO-
LUMBUS, OHIO, AS THE ‘‘CLAR-
ENCE D. LUMPKIN POST OFFICE’’ 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my support for H.R. 4840, the bill to 
designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1979 Cleveland Ave-
nue in Columbus, Ohio, as the ‘‘Clarence D. 
Lumpkin Post Office.’’ 

Mr. Lumpkin has long been a pillar in Co-
lumbus and the Linden community. Born in 
1925, he grew up in the South in a family of 
sharecroppers. After high school, Mr. Lumpkin 
joined the United States Army where he 
served his country honorably in World War II. 
After the War, Clarence Lumpkin moved to the 
South Linden community in Columbus where 
he was elected to the South Linden Area 
Commission, and has been a driving force and 
a leader in the community ever since. His 
work and outstanding presence have touched 
many lives and are very much appreciated by 
his fellow central Ohioans. This post office 
was saved from closing with the help of Mr. 
Lumpkin’s tireless work, so it is appropriate 
that this post office bears his name. 

I hope you will join me in honoring the life 
and accomplishments of Clarence D. Lumpkin 
and recognizing his dedication to the Central 
Ohio community. 

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
FRANK D. CELEBREZZE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of Frank D. 
Celebrezze, a dedicated husband, father, 
grandfather, an Army Veteran and a former 
Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice. 

A third-generation Italian-American, Judge 
Celebrezze learned early the importance of 
family, faith and service to community. From 
1956 to 1958, he served in the Ohio Senate. 
In 1964, he was elected to serve as a Cuya-
hoga County Common Pleas Court judge, a 
position he held until 1972, when he was 
elected to the Ohio Supreme Court. Judge 
Celebrezze became Chief Justice in 1978 and 
held that position until 1986. 

Judge Celebrezze was highly admired by 
those serving in the judicial system. He served 
with honor, integrity and recognition of those 
who served before him. He was a mentor and 
friend to numerous attorneys, clerks and col-
leagues. 

Above all else, Judge Celebrezze was a de-
voted husband, father and grandfather. He 
and his wife, Mary Ann, were married for 62 
years. Together, they raised their children Re-
becca ‘‘Judith Ann’’, Frank D., Laura, David, 
Jeffrey, Keith, Matthew and the late Brian and 
Steven. He was a devoted grandfather to Mi-
randa, Christina, Nicole, Keith Jr., Daniel, Ash-
ley, Jessica, Jaime and Adam. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in remembrance of the Honorable Judge 
Frank D. Celebrezze. His legacy as a jurist 
and as a man will not be forgotten. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JIN LEE FOR REP-
RESENTING VIRGINIA AT THE 
‘‘SCHOOL FLAGS ACROSS THE 
U.S. . . . FLYING HIGH’’ EVENT 
ON MARCH 25, 2010 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Jin Lee, a resident 
of Woodbridge, who is representing Virginia at 
the National Youth Art Month event, ‘‘School 
Flags Across the U.S. . . . Flying High.’’ 

Jin is a talented 10th grade student from 
Forest Park High School in Prince William 
County. He is being recognized along with 
participants from every other state in the 
Youth Art Month flag design program. Jin and 
the rest of the winners will be honored at the 
Library of Congress on March 25, 2010. Jin 
will be attending the ceremony with his family 
and his teacher. 

The Council for Art Education sponsors Na-
tional Youth Art Month, an advocacy program 
held each March to emphasize the value of art 
and art education for all children. Students 
from all over the country participate in the 
Youth Art Month flag design program with 

each state selecting the flag that best rep-
resents their state and the creative spirit of 
Youth Art Month. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Jin Lee and all the win-
ners of the Youth Art Month flag design pro-
gram. I also want to recognize every partici-
pant for symbolizing the creative spirit of our 
youth. Their efforts in promoting the impor-
tance of art education in this country deserve 
our highest praise. 

f 

HONORING BILL O’CONNOR 

HON. FRANK D. LUCAS 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
take the time to recognize the retirement of a 
longtime Republican aide on the House Agri-
culture Committee: Bill O’Conner. For more 
than 30 years, Bill O’Conner has come to be 
known as a highly knowledgeable staffer who 
could work with members and aides from both 
sides of the aisle, respected for his profes-
sionalism, and appreciated for the experience 
and expertise he contributed to policy discus-
sions. 

Although Bill was raised in Kansas, I am 
proud to recognize that he was born in my 
home state of Oklahoma. He graduated from 
Wichita State University. And after serving a 
tour with the Marines, he earned his master’s 
degree at Wichita State University and contin-
ued to do doctoral work at Ohio State Univer-
sity. 

Bill’s long career on Capitol Hill began in 
1979 when he first worked as an analyst for 
the House Republican Conference. In 1981, 
he became the Executive Director of the 
House Republican Research Committee under 
the Chairmanship of Rep. Ed Madigan of Illi-
nois. Two years later when Rep. Madigan be-
came the Ranking Republican on the House 
Agriculture Committee, Bill was appointed the 
Deputy Minority Staff Director. 

For the next seven years, Bill was respon-
sible for policy and legislative development for 
Agriculture Committee Republicans. In 1991, 
Rep. Madigan became the Secretary of Agri-
culture and appointed Bill as his Chief of Staff. 
Bill served in that role through the balance of 
President George H.W. Bush’s administration. 

In 1993, Bill returned to the Republican 
House Agriculture Committee as Policy Direc-
tor under Rep. Pat Roberts of Kansas. He 
continued as Policy Director or Staff Director 
for the remainder of his career working under 
Rep. Bob Smith of Oregon, Rep. Larry Com-
best of Texas, Rep. BOB GOODLATTE of Vir-
ginia, and Rep. FRANK LUCAS of Oklahoma. 

Bill’s knowledge and experience made him 
an essential staffer in the development and 
implementation of U.S. agriculture policy. He 
played a key role in the reauthorization of five 
farm bills. And, he has been regarded as an 
expert on agriculture policy matters by both 
Republicans and Democrats, House and Sen-
ate members. 

One story that highlights the trust Bill 
earned from members of Congress happened 
in 2003 when the Agriculture Committee re-
ceived reconciliation instructions. Rep. Dennis 
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Hastert, then Speaker of the House, called a 
members meeting to discuss the instructions, 
which included Bill as staff director of the com-
mittee. Prior to starting the meeting, Speaker 
Hastert announced to the group that he want-
ed everyone to know that in 1986 Ed Madigan 
dispatched Bill O’Conner to assist with his first 
campaign to Congress. Madigan advised him 
to quote ‘‘listen to everything this man tells 
you.’’ Hastert continued to say that he did then 
and has done so every day since. 

It is fair to say that every Chairman and 
Ranking Member on the Agriculture Com-
mittee for whom Bill has worked was also wise 
to follow Mr. Madigan’s advice. We remain 
grateful for Bill’s dedication and service. His 
leadership, knowledge, experience, and pro-
fessionalism will be missed, but we do wish 
him and his family the very best in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE GEORGE MASON 
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC 
POLICY, RECIPIENT OF TWO 
AWARDS FROM THE LIBRARY OF 
CONGRESS OPEN WORLD LEAD-
ERSHIP CENTER 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to recognize the School of Public Pol-
icy at George Mason University in Fairfax, Vir-
ginia, which has received special recognition 
from the Open World Leadership Center at the 
Library of Congress. The Terrorism, 
Transnational Crime and Corruption Center in 
George Mason’s School of Public Policy and 
the Academy for Education Development have 
demonstrated exceptional support to the Open 
World Program and the Congress by acting as 
national grantees. 

The Open World program aims to increase 
U.S.-Eurasian understanding and partnerships. 
Since its inception in 1999, the program has 
introduced more than 15,000 current and fu-
ture decision makers from Russia and other 
countries of the former Soviet Union to Amer-
ican political and civic life. In addition to Rus-
sia, the program includes the former Soviet 
states of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, and 
Turkmenistan. 

On March 8, 2010, the Open World Leader-
ship Center presented the 2010 Open World 
National Grantee of Merit Award to the Ter-
rorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption 
Center and the Open World Award for Service 
to Congress to the Academy for Education 
Development. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing George Mason’s School 
of Public Policy for its exceptional service to 
Congress and the Open World Program. The 
school’s actions have a profound impact on in-
creasing political and civic discourse between 
the United States and former Soviet states. 

HONORING EAST LANSING HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRL’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to pay tribute to East Lansing High 
School and in particular the East Lansing High 
School girl’s basketball team. On March 20, 
2010 the Trojans won the Michigan Class A 
state championship. This victory capped an 
outstanding season as the Trojans completed 
a 27–1 season. 

Madam Speaker, these extraordinary young 
women deserve special recognition not only 
for their success on the basketball court, but 
also for their excellent work in the classroom. 
Congratulations to Head Coach Robert Smith 
and players Natalie Rose Brogan, Hannah 
Fitzpatrick, Malika Glover, Zakiya Minifee, 
Kelsey Deshambo, Kaitlin Lapka, Klarissa Bell, 
Shayna Allen, Alex Trecha, Alex Green, Libby 
Meyer, and Gracie Whelan. 

I ask that the House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating the East Lansing Trojan’s 
on their state championship and I wish all of 
these young ladies luck in their future endeav-
ors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DIDLAKE, INC. AND 
THE ABILITYONE PROGRAM 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to recognize a program which in the 
last several years has helped more than 
40,000 Americans who are blind or who have 
significant disabilities gain skills and training 
that ultimately led to gainful employment: The 
AbilityOne Program. 

The AbilityOne Program harnesses the pur-
chasing power of the Federal Government to 
buy products and services from participating 
community-based nonprofit agencies that are 
dedicated to training and employing individuals 
with disabilities. This program affords Ameri-
cans with disabilities the opportunity to acquire 
job skills and training, receive good wages 
and benefits and gain greater independence 
and quality of life. 

This comes within a segment of the popu-
lation that has suffered from significant, chron-
ic and unacceptable unemployment. However, 
opportunities realized through the AbilityOne 
Program have done much in helping to bring 
people who are blind or have significant dis-
abilities into a working society. I am proud to 
recognize Didlake, Inc., located in Virginia’s 
11th district, as one shining example of a non-
profit agency working through the AbilityOne 
Program to enrich the lives of people with dis-
abilities. 

For more than 40 years, Didlake has pro-
vided a wide-range of resources to expand op-
portunities for people with disabilities in Vir-
ginia, Maryland and the District of Columbia. 

Didlake offers training and support services to 
people with significant disabilities leading to 
employment on federal, state and local con-
tracts such as facility management, mailroom 
operations, administrative services, fleet man-
agement, product packaging and more. 

The mission of Didlake stands as a true ex-
ample of why community nonprofit agencies 
and programs like AbilityOne are a winning 
proposition for all parties involved. For an indi-
vidual with a significant disability who has 
never had the opportunity to hold a job, be 
independent, participate in the community, or 
play an important role in society; the training 
and support that organizations like Didlake 
offer, and the employment opportunities af-
forded through partnership with the AbilityOne 
Program are truly invaluable. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great pleasure 
that I extend my support to the AbilityOne Pro-
gram. I also want to commend the dedication 
and commitment of Didlake President and 
CEO Rex Parr and his staff for helping individ-
uals who have significant disabilities find em-
ployment. Their work helps people live fuller 
lives and become more active members of so-
ciety. I also commend each AbilityOne em-
ployee who works every day to improve their 
lives and support our federal government’s 
mission. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JAMES J. 
FLAHERTY, VICE PRESIDENT 
AND GENERAL MANAGER OF 
GENERAL DYNAMICS IN SCRAN-
TON UPON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute 
to Mr. James J. Flaherty, who is retiring as 
Vice President and General Manager at Gen-
eral Dynamics in Scranton, Pennsylvania, after 
a long and distinguished career in the Army 
munitions industry. 

A son of James Flaherty, Sr. and Jean 
Joyce Flaherty, Mr. Flaherty was raised in 
Pittston, Pennsylvania, where he graduated 
from St. John’s High School in 1960. A 1963 
graduate of Penn State University, Mr. 
Flaherty joined Chamberlain Manufacturing 
Corporation, Scranton Division, where he held 
numerous engineering positions until 1969 
when he was promoted to engineering super-
visor of the forging operations. 

In 1972, he was promoted to operations 
manager after which he was elevated to As-
sistant General Manager in 1976. In 1978 he 
was transferred to Chamberlain’s New Bed-
ford, Massachusetts, operations where he re-
mained, until 1986 when he was promoted to 
Vice President and General Manager. He 
served in that post until 1991 when the New 
Bedford operations ceased production and he 
was relocated back to Scranton as Vice Presi-
dent and General Manager of that division. 

In 2000, he was promoted to Executive Vice 
President and, in April, 2003, he was named 
President of Chamberlain Manufacturing Cor-
poration. In 2006, after General Dynamics ac-
quired Chamberlain, Mr. Flaherty was named 
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