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Vice President and General Manager of the 
Scranton operations. 

Mr. Flaherty was a member of the ARMS 
Public Private Task Force, Executive Advisory 
Committee, and the Industrial Committee of 
Ammunition Producers. He is also Past Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors of the Northeast 
Pennsylvania Industrial Resource Center. He 
serves on the Board of Directors of the local 
chapter of the Salvation Army, is a member of 
the Lions Club and was an elected member of 
the Moscow Borough Council. 

In February, 2009, Mr. Flaherty was in-
ducted into the Honorable Order of St. Bar-
bara by the U.S. Field Artillery Association and 
that same year was awarded the W. Francis 
Swingle Award by the Greater Pittston Friend-
ly Sons of St. Patrick. 

Mr. Flaherty is married to the former Sheila 
Redding of Pittston. The couple has two chil-
dren and five grandchildren and plan to reside 
in Oriental, North Carolina. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Flaherty for an outstanding ca-
reer. His contributions to his profession, his 
community and his nation have been exem-
plary and he has been responsible for inspir-
ing many others to emulate his example and 
his achievements. 
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that 
I rise today to honor and remember my dear 
friend and women’s rights crusader, Liz Car-
penter, who passed away recently at the age 
of 89. 

When I think about Liz Carpenter, I cannot 
help but be reminded of her colorful person-
ality and her remarkable fortitude. At a time 
when women were just beginning to tear down 
gender barriers, she was working tirelessly to 
prove that she was capable, even overly-capa-
ble, of the jobs that were assigned to her. Her 
tireless spirit eventually paid off, and it is im-
possible to remember her without remem-
bering her countless accomplishments for 
women and all Americans. 

A sixth-generation Texan, Mrs. Carpenter 
was born in Salado, Texas. She went on to 
study at the University of Texas, and in 1942, 
shortly after graduating, she moved to Wash-
ington, D.C. where she found a job working at 
an independent news bureau. Her early years 
were spent working in journalism, and after 
marrying her husband, Leslie Carpenter, they 
opened the Carpenter News Service. Together 
they gathered news in Washington, D.C. and 
grew their business until they had 18 news-
paper clients across the South and Southwest. 
With her husband, she had two children. 

In 1960, Mrs. Carpenter joined Lyndon B. 
Johnson’s vice presidential campaign, and 
after the assassination of President Kennedy, 
she penned the 58 words that President John-
son spoke shortly after receiving the oath of 
office. She remained with President Johnson 

until 1969 when he decided against seeking a 
second term as President. She remained in 
Washington until 1976 at which time she 
moved to Austin where she lectured on jour-
nalism at the University of Texas and was in-
volved with the Lyndon B. Johnson Library. In 
1981, after the death of her brother, she took 
in his three children and raised them to adult-
hood. Additionally, she was the author of four 
books. 

A strong supporter of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Ms. Carpenter actively worked to 
see the rights of women enshrined in the Con-
stitution. She was a passionate feminist and 
was a co-founder of the National Women’s 
Political Caucus. 

Madam Speaker, only 30 short days ago, I 
visited with Liz Carpenter. She was alert and 
well and still had as her number one interest 
the status of women. She suggested a state 
wide meeting on women, and was primarily 
concerned about the education of younger 
women. At the time, she encouraged me to 
continue the fight for more and better opportu-
nities for all women across the country. 

Madam Speaker, I am saddened by the loss 
of Ms. Carpenter, but I am grateful for her 
work, longevity, and strength. We will miss her 
vibrant personality, and I am heartened to 
know the world is a better place because of 
her. I ask my fellow colleagues to join me 
today in honoring her memory and celebrating 
her life. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to rise today to recog-
nize Dr. Judith Falkenrath for her distinguished 
service to the Annandale Christian Community 
for Action (ACCA) and her years of dedicated 
service to the well-being and educational de-
velopment of children in Northern Virginia. 

During the last 24 years, Dr. Falkenrath has 
had immeasurable impacts on the lives of 
countless children and their families. Begin-
ning in 1986 and continuing for 12 years, Dr. 
Falkenrath worked with the Fairfax County Of-
fice for Children. There she served as Early 
Childhood Specialist for Community Education 
as well as Education Coordinator for Fairfax 
County Head Start. 

In 1998, Dr. Falkenrath joined ACCA. 
Founded in 1967, ACCA was created to ad-
dress the needs of the working poor in our 
community. Since that time, ACCA has grown 
and diversified the services that they offer. 
Currently ACCA is an alliance of 26 churches 
in the Annandale area and together they pro-
vide assistance in areas such as Child Devel-
opment Center, Family Emergency Services, 
Housing Repair, Furniture, Meals on Wheels, 
Scholarships, Shelter Assistance, and Trans-
portation. 

Believing that all children deserve quality 
care and education, Dr. Falkenrath, as Direc-
tor of the Child Development Center, has pro-

vided leadership and dedication in providing 
quality preschool education and in furthering 
the goals of ACCA in reaching out to the poor 
and disadvantaged in our community. All chil-
dren are accepted regardless of their cir-
cumstances or background. 

Although Dr. Falkenrath is retiring from 
ACCA, where I know she will be sorely 
missed, I am pleased to note she is continuing 
to serve the children of Fairfax County as a 
member of the Child Care Advisory Council. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in thanking Dr. Judith Falkenrath for her 
years of service and also in congratulating her 
on the occasion of her retirement. Her efforts 
and leadership have been a great benefit to 
the children of our community, and truly merit 
our highest praise. 
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Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the dedicated service of Ms. 
Carol A. Meissner. In her 32 years of service 
to the Town of Evans, Ms. Meissner has 
helped to advance many important initiatives 
and has tirelessly served her community. 

As Evans Town Clerk she helped modernize 
the Clerks office and improved both efficiency 
and quality of service. She served two terms 
as the president of the Erie County Town 
Clerk’s Association and she was honored as 
the New York State Town Clerk of the year in 
2001. 

Ms. Meissner’s service to her community 
goes well above her role as Town Clerk. She 
also has been active in local schools, working 
to register graduating seniors and teaching 
younger students about the value of being an 
engaged citizen. Working with local youth is a 
passion of Ms. Meissner’s, she sponsors a 
youth baseball and soccer team, and she is a 
guest reader at her local elementary school. 

In addition to serving the young adults of 
her community Ms. Meissner also serves hon-
orably as a member of The Town of Evans 
Volunteer Fire Company’s Ladies Auxiliary. 
Throughout her years of service Ms. Meissner 
has had an impact on countless projects and 
programs, and she has assuredly made her 
community a better place. For her service she 
has received Certificates of Appreciation from 
the Town of Evans Lions Club, and The Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
Ms. Carol A. Meissner for her dedication to 
her community. She is an excellent role model 
for the young adults she works with, a leader 
for her fellow community members, and a 
shinning example of what it means to be a 
public servant. I ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Carol 
Meissner on her retirement from the Town of 
Evans Office of the Clerk. 
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