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America. She has been a visionary, cham-
pioning every great effort for equality and ra-
cial justice that our nation has achieved, from 
equal pay and voting rights for women to the 
integration of the nation’s governmental institu-
tions and revision of societal norms. 

Known as the ‘‘Godmother of the Civil 
Rights Movement,’’ Dr. Height has also orga-
nized the annual Black Family Reunion, a na-
tional celebration that she leads to celebrate 
African-American family values on the National 
Mall and throughout the nation. 

Dr. Height has been recognized with vir-
tually every significant national honor, from the 
NAACP Spingarn Medal, to the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom Award and the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. 

It is especially appropriate that Dr. Height’s 
birthday occurs in March, during Women’s 
History Month. Her contributions, not only to 
our country, but to women of every color and 
background, make Women’s History Month a 
timely occasion to celebrate Dr. Height’s life’s 
work as President Emerita of the National 
Council of Negro Women. Madam Speaker, I 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in celebrating the lifetime contributions of Dr. 
Dorothy I. Height on her 98th birthday. 
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HONORING JOHN ZACHARY PARKS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize John Zachary Parks, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 121, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Zach has been very active with his troop 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Zach has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending John Zachary Parks for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition and celebration of Dr. Dorothy I. 
Height on her 98th Birthday for her unwaver-
ing dedication and contributions to society. 
Her commitment to social work and those who 
are underserved have been indelible. 

Dorothy I. Height was born in Richmond, 
Virginia. At an early age, she moved with her 
family to Rankin, Pennsylvania. She graduated 
from Rankin High School. While in high 

school, she received a scholarship to Barnard 
College; however, upon her arrival, she was 
denied entrance. During that time, Barnard 
only admitted two African Americans per aca-
demic year and Ms. Height had arrived after 
the other two students had been admitted. 
She did not let this disappointment deter her; 
she would later attend New York University, 
where she earned a Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree in only four years. 

After college, Dr. Height worked as a teach-
er in Brownsville Community Center in Brook-
lyn, New York. She was also very active in the 
United Christian Youth Movement after its 
founding in 1935. Her undying commitment to 
women and families led her to her work as a 
case manager for the welfare department in 
New York. In 1937, she would join the Na-
tional Council of Negro Women and her career 
as a pioneer in civil rights began to unfold. 

In 1938, Dorothy Height was one of ten 
young people selected to help Eleanor Roo-
sevelt plan a World Youth Conference. 
Through Ms. Roosevelt, she met Mary 
McLeod Bethune and became involved in the 
National Council of Negro Women. That same 
year, she was hired by the Young Women’s 
Christian Association (YWCA). She worked for 
better conditions for black domestic workers, 
leading to her election to YWCA national lead-
ership. She was active in developing its lead-
ership training and interracial and ecumenical 
education programs. 

Throughout her career, Dr. Dorothy I. Height 
has remained a tireless leader in the struggle 
for equality and human rights for all people. 
Her life exemplifies her passionate commit-
ment for a just society and her vision of a bet-
ter world. She has worked closely with Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Roy Wilkins, Whitney 
Young, A. Philip Randolph, and many others. 
Dr. Height has participated in virtually all of 
the major civil and human rights events in the 
1950’s and 1960’s. For her tireless efforts on 
behalf of the less fortunate, President Ronald 
Reagan presented her the Citizens Medal 
Award for distinguished service to the country 
in 1989. 

Dr. Height is known for her extensive inter-
national and developmental education work. 
She initiated the sole African American private 
voluntary organization working in Africa in 
1975. In her numerous decades of national 
leadership, she has served on major policy- 
making bodies affecting women, social wel-
fare, economic development, civil and human 
rights. She has received numerous recognition 
and awards. Recently, she was appointed to 
the Advisory Council of the White House Initia-
tive on Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities by President Bush. 

Dr. Height has remained a model of social 
consistency. She has inspired me as a social 
worker, community organizer and policy 
maker. She embodies the spirit of commit-
ment. It is with immense honor and pleasure 
that I recognize her historic efforts and legacy 
and wish her a very happy birthday. May this 
year bring with it all the success and fulfillment 
her heart desires. Madam Speaker, I urge my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Dr. Dorothy I. 
Height a Happy Birthday. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Sabrina Dinovo, a very special young 
lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of 
citizenship and leadership. Sabrina was re-
cently invited to attend a People to People 
World Leadership Forum in Washington, DC, 
where she will participate in daily educational 
activities focused on leadership. 

Ashley’s academic excellence, community 
involvement and leadership potential make her 
a worthy participant. She should be proud to 
be a model citizen amongst the youth in her 
community and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Sabrina will 
use the skills she gains from People to People 
International as tools for the betterment of her 
community and our nation. I respectfully urge 
you to join me in commending Sabrina on this 
monumental achievement. 
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Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, yesterday, I 
regrettably missed a rollcall vote. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in the following 
manner: 

Rollcall No. 173—‘‘yea.’’ 
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Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
submit an editorial published in the Boston 
Globe on March 8, 2010, entitled ‘‘FDA Lax on 
Conflicts of Interest.’’ This editorial highlights 
the potential conflicts of interest inherent in the 
FDA’s recent selection of Committee Members 
for their newly established Tobacco Products 
Scientific Advisory Committee, TPSAC. I un-
derstand the committee is responsible for ad-
vising the FDA on a broad range of topics, in-
cluding nicotine levels in cigarettes and the 
development of reduced risk products. 

I opposed H.R. 1256, the Family Smoking 
Prevention and Control Act when it passed 
through the Democrat-led Congress in the 
summer of 2009 before being signed into law. 
The bill, which provided the FDA with the au-
thority to regulate tobacco products, defies 
logic and I have been monitoring the develop-
ment of these new regulations carefully. Ear-
lier this month the FDA finally announced the 
members they selected to serve on TPSAC. 
Alarmingly, as the Boston Globe editorial ex-
plains, two of the scientists selected as com-
mittee members have direct financial ties to 
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