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the companies who could benefit from the rec-
ommendations they will be tasked with mak-
ing. Having committee members who stand to 
gain financially from their own recommenda-
tions is unacceptable and represents dis-
turbing conflicts of interest. This action and the 
resulting conflicts of interest are extremely 
threatening to the tobacco industry—an indus-
try that provides hundreds of thousands of 
jobs in North Carolina and throughout our na-
tion. 

This Administration likes to talk about high 
ethical standards and transparency but we 
have yet to see those lofty promises put into 
action. The Administration can take its first 
step towards this goal by eliminating these 
conflicts of interest and ensuring the FDA 
takes the utmost precaution against selecting 
such members in the future. 

FDA LAX ON CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
[From the Boston Globe, Mar. 8, 2010] 

The Food and Drug Administration has 
done far too little to avoid conflicts of inter-
est among those who serve on its scientific 
panels and advisory boards. The latest exam-
ple came last Monday, when the agency ap-
pointed to a tobacco advisory committee two 
scientists who have financial ties to compa-
nies that sell smoking cessation products. 

One of the scientists, Jack Henningfield, 
makes most of his income from a consulting 
company that has GlaxoSmithKline, which 
makes Nicorette gum, as a client, according 
to a Wall Street Journal report. The other, 
Neil L. Benowitz, formerly worked as a con-
sultant for GlaxoSmithKline and still 
consults for Pfizer, which makes the quit- 
smoking drug Chantix. 

It could be worse. The pair of scientists 
could have financial ties to cigarette mak-
ers—which would violate federal law since 
the two will vote on recommendations for 
how to regulate the tobacco industry. But no 
matter how honorable the individuals in-
volved, there’s a clear danger when those 
who decide whether menthol cigarettes 
should be banned and whether smokeless to-
bacco products are safe also stand to profit 
from the sale of products that help people 
quit smoking. 

It’s encouraging that the FDA asked the 
scientists to disclose their financial ties to 
the drug companies. The reason for their ap-
pointment is the same scientific expertise 
they also offer to the pharmaceutical indus-
try. But the agency must justify why the 
nine voting members of the committee could 
not be selected from the many scientists who 
do not have such ties. 

If the two scientists are indeed the best 
that can serve the committee, they should 
not be allowed to vote on whether particular 
tobacco products can come to market unless 
they agree not to receive profits related to 
smoking-cessation aids. In addition, the 
FDA, which promised to screen all panel 
members for conflicts of interest before each 
meeting, should make the criteria and re-
sults of those screenings public while the 
panel meets and before any of its rec-
ommendations become national policy. 
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HONORING SHERIDAN MOTTET 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Sheridan Mottet, a very special young 

lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of 
citizenship and leadership. Sheridan was re-
cently invited to attend a People to People 
World Leadership Forum in Washington, DC, 
where she will participate in daily educational 
activities focused on leadership. 

Sheridan’s academic excellence, community 
involvement and leadership potential make her 
a worthy participant. She should be proud to 
be a model citizen amongst the youth in her 
community and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Sheridan 
will use the skills she gains from People to 
People International as tools for the better-
ment of her community and our nation. I re-
spectfully urge you to join me in commending 
Sheridan on this monumental achievement. 

f 

HONORING MR. OTTO IGNACIO 
COELHO, SR. 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, Congress-
man COSTA and I rise today to honor the life 
of our dear friend, Mr. Otto Ignacio Coelho, 
Sr., a long time resident of Hilmar, California. 
Mr. Coelho passed away at the age of 92. Mr. 
Coelho was a strong leader of the community 
and served on numerous Portuguese organi-
zations. Although a native of Tulare, Cali-
fornia, he made Hilmar his home. He was one 
of six children born to Pauline and Pedro 
Coelho who immigrated to the United States 
from Terceira, the Azores in Portugal. 

Otto was raised on the family dairy until his 
family moved to Monterey. His father was a 
fisherman and Otto worked for a time selling 
the fish his father and brother caught. Otto 
eventually returned to the Central Valley and 
the dairy industry. On September 3, 1938, 
Otto married the love of his life, Alice Branco, 
whom he had known since childhood. Otto 
was involved in the dairy industry until the 
1960s, after which time he did custom farming 
and later was active in farm equipment sales 
for N&S Tractor Company. 

After retirement, Otto became even more in-
volved in the Pentecost celebrations he had 
loved since a child. He was a member of the 
Dos Palos DES Stevinson Pentecost Associa-
tion, Nossa Senhora do Rosario of Hilmar, 
and Our Lady of Fatima Los Banos. He great-
ly enjoyed making the rounds to collect for 
Festa celebrations throughout the valley, and 
proudly kept his route books. He was a mem-
ber of the SES. Otto was also deeply devoted 
to his Catholic faith, and was a long-time 
member and officer of the YMI at Holy Rosary 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Hilmar, where 
he lived since 1965. He also belonged to the 
Knights of Columbus and was active in Casa 
da Azores in Hilmar. 

Otto and Alice raised four children, Otto Jr. 
(Claudette) of Madera, Gilbert (Carol) of 
Firebaugh, Tony (Phyllis) of Delaware, and 
Susan Mattos of Newman. He is also survived 
by 15 grandchildren, 24 great-grandchildren 
and one great-great-grandson. He is also sur-
vived by his sisters, Mercedes Martins of 
Watsonville, Nira Jean Perry (Joe) of Hollister, 
and Lee Coelho (Nancy) of Lemoore. 

Otto Coelho was a pillar of our community. 
His strong sense of faith, family, and commu-
nity speak volumes for generations to come. It 
is our honor to recognize Otto Coelho and to 
honor his legacy at this time. We extend our 
deepest sympathy to his family on their loss. 
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HONORING MARISA GARITZ 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Marisa Garitz, a very special young 
lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of 
citizenship and leadership. Marisa was re-
cently invited to attend a People to People 
World Leadership Forum in Washington, DC, 
where she will participate in daily educational 
activities focused on leadership. 

Marisa’s academic excellence, community 
involvement and leadership potential make her 
a worthy participant. She should be proud to 
be a model citizen amongst the youth in her 
community and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Marisa will 
use the skills she gains from People to People 
International as tools for the betterment of her 
community and our Nation. I respectfully urge 
you to join me in commending Marisa on this 
monumental achievement. 

f 

HONORING SOUTH DAKOTANS 
FIGHTING WIDESPREAD FLOODING 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to the many South 
Dakotans who have helped fight the effects of 
widespread flooding throughout the northeast 
and southeast portions of the state in recent 
weeks. 

About one month ago, South Dakota faced 
the threat of significant damage and cost due 
to flooding. The northeast and southeast por-
tions of the state had high water tables and 
the winter’s snow was beginning to melt. That 
meant rising water on our rivers and creeks 
and a danger of flooding that threatened our 
agricultural economy, roads and homes. 

But South Dakotans didn’t flinch in the face 
of these developments. Instead they banded 
together as they always do and developed 
plans to mitigate the worst of the dangers and 
deal with the smaller inconveniences. 

County emergency managers worked with 
state officials from the Department of Public 
Safety and Office of Emergency Management. 
Red Cross volunteers worked with mayors of 
small towns. The National Guard mobilized to 
help the city of Aberdeen, and the Civil Air Pa-
trol scouted flood damage from the air. Local 
law enforcement officials and the South Da-
kota Department of Game, Fish and Parks, as 
well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Department, 
patrolled and offered assistance to those in 
danger. And neighbors worked with and for 
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each other, filling sandbags to protect their 
homes and their communities. 

Our federal partners did their share as well. 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
helped train state Office of Emergency Man-
agement staff in the weeks before the heavi-
est flood activities and has already begun as-
sisting the state in planning for recovery oper-
ations. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
stepped up with a levee project to protect the 
city of Watertown, completing it on time and 
amidst concerns over flooding. 

Today, I am proud to report that, while the 
danger is not entirely past and there remains 
much recovery work to do, South Dakota once 
again has come together to successfully meet 
a challenge head on. 

We still have some roads closed, dozens of 
homes suffered some flooding damage and it 
may be some time until we can determine the 
extent of the damage. But we have, so far, 
avoided the kinds of catastrophic damage that 
was feared. 

Madam Speaker, I remain proud as ever to 
represent the people of South Dakota and 
their enduring ability to rise to whatever chal-
lenge they must. I offer my sincere thanks to 
all who worked so hard to limit the effects of 
this flooding. 

f 

HONORING DELANEY NELSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Delaney Nelson, a very special young 
lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of 
citizenship and leadership. Delaney was re-
cently invited to attend a People to People 
World Leadership Forum in Washington, DC, 
where she will participate in daily educational 
activities focused on leadership. 

Delaney’s academic excellence, community 
involvement and leadership potential make her 
a worthy participant. She should be proud to 
be a model citizen amongst the youth in her 
community and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Delaney 
will use the skills she gains from People to 
People International as tools for the better-
ment of her community and our Nation. I re-
spectfully urge you to join me in commending 
Delaney on this monumental achievement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATU-
LATING ST. JAMES AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS ON 
THEIR 102ND ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate St. James 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Fort 
Worth, Texas, as they celebrate 102 years of 
Christian Service. 

St. James African Methodist Episcopal 
Church is the oldest black church in the Stop 
Six Area of Fort Worth. From its humble be-
ginnings, where services were held in a tent, 
the church has served its community with pas-
sion. Their commitment to outreach has al-
lowed them to influence not only those in their 
community, but throughout the country. As this 
congregation continues to grow under their 
dedicated leadership, there is no doubt it will 
maintain its long-standing reputation of service 
and devotion to those in Fort Worth’s Stop Six 
Area. 

To commemorate their 102 years of serv-
ices, St. James African Methodist Episcopal 
Church is having a Church Anniversary Cele-
bration. The celebration began on January 
10th and will end on April 25th, the anniver-
sary of the church’s beginnings. 

Madam Speaker, St. James African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church is a shining light in 
Fort Worth, Texas. I am extremely proud to 
represent Reverend Damon Blakeley and the 
entire church congregation in the 26th Con-
gressional District of Texas. Their service to 
the community is valued and appreciated, and 
I look forward to watching the church continue 
to grow, and observing the positive impact 
they will continue to have in North Texas. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DEACON VICTOR M. 
BOWES 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Deacon Victor 
M. Bowes. I congratulate Deacon Bowes on 
the occasion of his 100th birthday and thank 
him for his long history of service to his com-
munity. 

Born March 10, 1910, Deacon Bowes was 
born and raised in North Carolina. He moved 
to Chester, Pennsylvania in 1942 to work as 
a welder building ships for the defense of his 
country. He joined the Bethany Baptist Church 
in Chester three years later, beginning his 
more than 60-year relationship with the 
Church. 

After being ordained a deacon, Deacon 
Bowes was appointed Chairman of the Board 
of Deacons on March 7, 1957. He served in 
this capacity for over 42 years, overseeing in-
credible progress and developments within his 
church. In recognition of his service, he was 
honored in 1999 with the title of Chairman 
Emeritus for the Board of Deacons. 

Throughout his tenure at Bethany Baptist 
Church, Deacon Bowes has worked tirelessly 
to better his community. He served as church 
school treasurer for 30 years, taught Sunday 
School classes, and was a regular teacher of 
Wednesday Night Bible Study for many years. 
Deacon Bowes was Chairman of the Building 
Committee Ministry that oversaw the construc-
tion of a new church building. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Deacon Bowes on the occasion of 
his 100th birthday, and thank the Deacon for 
his long history of work and involvement in his 
community. 

DONALD ADKINS 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to ask that we take a moment to honor Donnie 
Adkins, who lost his life while giving rescue 
support to the flooded areas of Raleigh Coun-
ty, West Virginia. 

In the early hours of March 13, 2010, 
Donnie Adkins was part of a five-man crew of 
volunteer firefighters from Glasgow, West Vir-
ginia called upon to aid rescue crews in Ra-
leigh County. Trained in swift water rescue, 
Donnie’s courageous efforts saved the lives of 
many before his boat capsized and he was 
swept away by the rapid floodwaters. After six 
days of searching by nearly a hundred volun-
teers, Donnie’s body was found Friday, March 
19, 2010. Donnie’s courage and selflessness 
are known by all that knew him. He has been 
a hero to so many and will be missed dearly. 

I take this time to remember Donnie Adkins. 
He gave his life to save others. I want to thank 
all firefighters throughout West Virginia that 
sacrifice so much for their communities, with a 
special thank you to Glasgow Volunteer Fire 
Chief Marty Blankenship, Fire Captain Jay 
Slack, and the fellow firefighters of the Glas-
gow Volunteer Fire Department. My deepest 
thoughts and prayers are with his two sons, 
Devin and Ethan, his daughter, Allyssa, and 
his girlfriend, Bobbie Evans. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF BRENDAN BECK 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, on behalf 
of myself and Congresswoman KAY GRANGER, 
I rise today in memory of Brendan Beck, a 
casualty of the tragic earthquake that struck 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti on January 12, 2010. As 
a civil engineer, Brendan had traveled to Haiti 
to help the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment to begin a project analyzing the in-
frastructure of Northern Haiti. 

After studying engineering at the University 
of Florida, he went on to join the Peace 
Corps, where he served in the African nation 
of Mali. His adventurous spirit led him to travel 
the world, where he was able to utilize his 
knowledge of engineering to transform under-
privileged nations. Brendan was always quick 
to lend a helping hand to those in need. 

Brendan tragically lost his life in the collapse 
of the Hotel Montana. While helping study the 
infrastructure of Northern Haiti, Brendan was 
forced to make a stop in Port-au-Prince due to 
weather. He checked into the Hotel Montana 
hours before the earthquake struck. 

After receiving the devastating news, Sally 
Baldwin, Brendan’s mother, visited Wash-
ington, DC to share Brendan’s story, and en-
couraged us to continue supporting the efforts 
of the recovery teams. She asked for search 
and rescue support to be specifically targeted 
at the site of the Hotel Montana. 
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