
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 156, Pt. 4 4997 March 25, 2010 
Further, the bill creates a Consumer 

Advisory Council to advise the Board 
of the impact that its recommenda-
tions will have on consumers and Medi-
care beneficiaries. The Advisory Coun-
cil is directed to meet at least twice a 
year in a forum open to the public. I 
fully intend and expect that as the 
Board creates its recommendations it 
will give ample weight to the views and 
concerns of the Consumer Advisory 
Council, as it is consumers that will ul-
timately be impacted by the decisions 
of the Independent Payment Advisory 
Board. 

The Board and the Consumer Advi-
sory Council must engage in an open 
and transparent decision making proc-
ess, with ample opportunity for input 
from Medicare beneficiaries as well as 
other health care stakeholders as is in-
tended by this legislation. 

f 

GLOBAL INTERNET FREEDOM 
CAUCUS 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Madam President, 
yesterday I was joined by Senators 
BROWNBACK, LIEBERMAN and CASEY, in 
introducing the newly formed Senate 
Caucus for Global Internet Freedom. I 
ask unanimous consent that the text of 
my comments be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Senator BROWNBACK and I created 
this caucus—together with Senators 
DURBIN, LIEBERMAN, CASEY, MCCAIN, 
JOHANNS, BARRASSO, MENENDEZ, and 
RISCH—to promote the right to free ex-
pression, free press, free assembly, and 
free speech via the Internet and other 
forms of connective technology. 

The Internet has presented infinite 
opportunities for communication 
throughout the world. It is an incred-
ible tool for reaching people of all na-
tionalities, faiths, and ethnicities in 
their own language, and promoting new 
channels for education and news. The 
free exchange of ideas in a globalized 
world is essential to economic and po-
litical progress, and we are gathered 
here today to reaffirm our commit-
ment to this issue. 

The Caucus will provide bipartisan 
leadership within the Congress sup-
porting robust engagement by the pub-
lic and private sectors to secure digital 
freedoms throughout the world. Join-
ing with our colleagues who have es-
tablished a similar caucus in the 
House, the Senate will continue to ad-
vance global Internet freedom as an es-
sential communications tool. The 
power to connect and access informa-
tion is a fundamental right which we 
seek to protect, and the caucus estab-
lishes an additional vehicle for doing 
so. 

Our goals are three-fold. First, we 
will continue to draw attention to this 
critical issue. Second, we will continue 

to highlight attempts by foreign gov-
ernments to restrict the Internet 
through resolutions, legislation, and 
hearings. And third, we will continue 
to promote methods of evading Inter-
net restrictions, including censorship 
circumvention technology and tools. 

I emphasize that we will ‘‘continue’’ 
to take these steps because—while 
today marks the formal creation of the 
Caucus—this bipartisan group of Sen-
ators has been working to advocate for 
global Internet freedom for more than 
a year. We have worked together to 
pass numerous resolutions supporting 
global Internet and press freedom, and 
highlighting restrictions in China and 
Iran. Many of us also authored the Vic-
tims of Iranian Censorship, or VOICE 
Act, which passed as part of the FY2010 
Defense Authorization and was the 
only bill specifically regarding Iran 
signed into law last year. 

The VOICE Act authorized funding 
for additional U.S. broadcasting into 
Iran and the development of censorship 
circumvention tools. This effort was 
spearheaded by Senators MCCAIN, LIE-
BERMAN, CASEY, GRAHAM and myself, 
while Senator BROWNBACK has worked 
to secure funding for such technology 
in consecutive Foreign Operations Ap-
propriations spending bills. 

The 111th Congress, with strong bi-
partisan support, has done more to pro-
mote Internet freedom than any other 
Congress in history. We have set a 
standard that places cyber-journalists 
on equal footing with the broadcast 
and print press; we have funded the dis-
semination and use of censorship eva-
sion technology at an unprecedented 
level; we have made Internet freedom a 
foreign policy priority and an integral 
part of the international agenda on 
human rights; and we will continue to 
take important policy positions on this 
pressing issue. 

More remains to be done, and the 
caucus will fill that role. Internet re-
strictions, censorship, manipulation, 
and monitoring continues to rise in 
China, Iran, and elsewhere around the 
world. The annual Freedom House 
Freedom of the Net Report shows a de-
cline of digital freedom every year. Na-
tions around the world are using so-
phisticated censorship techniques and 
abusing national security laws to 
crackdown on access to web-based in-
formation, communication, and news. 

Today, we reaffirm our commitment 
to this cause, and look forward to con-
tinuing to work together to promote 
Internet freedom around the globe. 

f 

189TH ANNIVERSARY OF GREECE’S 
INDEPENDENCE 

Ms. SNOWE. Madam President, I rise 
today to commemorate the 189th anni-
versary of the day in 1821 when the peo-
ple of Greece declared independence 
from the Ottoman Empire, launching 
the country’s heroic 8-year struggle to 

end centuries of political, religious and 
cultural repression of their proud and 
ancient culture. This is a truly cher-
ished milestone for the Greek people, 
Greek Americans, and for all the 
friends of Greece around the globe. 

The ancient Greeks developed the 
concept of democracy, in which the su-
preme power to govern is vested in the 
people, and it was based on this polit-
ical model and philosophy that our 
Founding Fathers formed our demo-
cratic republic. Today, our two nations 
are not only faithful allies, but also 
close friends bound by a shared herit-
age of democratic values and together 
we are at the forefront of freedom, de-
mocracy, peace, stability, and human 
rights. 

Nearly two centuries after the re-
birth of Greek independence, there is 
much to celebrate, but there are also 
many significant challenges which we 
face in the 21st century. Ongoing 
provocations by Turkey in the Aegean 
and irredentist actions by the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
thwart Greece’s quest for a stable 
southeastern Europe free of past cen-
turies’ often devastating territorial 
disputes. Protecting the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople the 
leader of Greek Orthodox Christians 
around the world from persecution, and 
ending the illegal occupation of the 
north of Cyprus remain as enormous 
imperatives that will require construc-
tive engagement and a strong commit-
ment from those willing to champion 
human rights. 

Overcoming these hurdles will re-
quire us to strengthen the relationship 
that exists between our two great na-
tions, so as to defend our foundational 
principles and ensure our vitality in 
the centuries to come. On this anniver-
sary of Greek independence, let us not 
only celebrate and congratulate our 
friends in Greece, but also rededicate 
ourselves to bolstering the relationship 
that exists between our countries. 

Madam President, as the first Greek- 
American woman elected to both the 
U.S. House and U.S. Senate, I extend 
my warm congratulations and best 
wishes to the people of Greece and all 
Greek Americans as we celebrate the 
189th anniversary of Greece’s independ-
ence. 

f 

RED CROSS MONTH 

Mr. LEMIEUX. Madam President, I 
rise to commemorate Red Cross Month. 
The American Red Cross is an excep-
tional organization, dedicated to help-
ing people in time of need and pro-
viding a level of services that no other 
agencies provide. Led by volunteers 
and guided by its Congressional Char-
ter and the Fundamental Principles of 
the International Red Cross Movement, 
this group provides relief to victims of 
disaster and helps people prevent, pre-
pare for and respond to emergencies. 
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