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Ever since it opened its doors to worshippers 
in 1907, this church has worked diligently to 
glorify God, build up the saved, and win the 
lost. Through private and collective study 
groups, as well as public preaching, the Sec-
ond Baptist Church has strengthened our 
community by bringing people together 
through faith. 

Reverend Williams is a loving husband and 
father. He believes that his greatest privilege 
and joy has been to share the grace of God 
with others. From the early age of 27, he has 
used his talents and gifts to spread the glory 
of God and help congregants of the Second 
Baptist Church experience the love of Jesus. 

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me in recognizing the in-
stallation of the Reverend Kevin Williams as 
Pastor of the Second Baptist Church of Whea-
ton. I believe that Reverend Williams will bring 
people together in faith and fellowship and 
help make our local communities a wonderful 
place to live, work, and raise a family. 
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HONORING CARNEGIE MEDAL 
RECIPIENT, DEREK CREEL 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, it is an 
honor to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues the heroism of a constituent, Derek J. 
Creel of Warrior, Alabama. Guided by his 
faith, Derek put his own life at risk to save the 
life of a young child during a tragic outing on 
raging waters. 

In recognition of his courageous and self-
less action, Derek has been awarded the Car-
negie Medal by the Carnegie Hero Fund Com-
mission. 

The criteria for this prestigious award was 
established by the philanthropist Andrew Car-
negie in 1904, when he wrote on the Commis-
sion’s founding Deed of Trust that, ‘‘We live in 
a heroic age. Not seldom are we thrilled by 
deeds of heroism where men or women are 
injured or lose their lives in attempting to pre-
serve or rescue their fellows.’’ 

Derek Creel displayed extraordinary heroism 
in swimming to a father and son who had 
been overtaken by a strong current in the 
Black Warrior River on March 27, 2009. Ex-
cruciatingly, he could not save the father from 
the cold and swift waters. But he both saved 
and comforted the frightened young boy while 
rescue help arrived. Derek’s spiritual strength 
was every bit as important to their survival 
during that challenging time as his physical 
strength. 

Warrior Police Chief Raymond Horn, who 
was at the scene, wrote a gripping account of 
Derek’s heroism in nominating him for the 
Carnegie Medal. It is a description of an ex-
ceptional action by a prayerful man that I com-
mend to your reading. 

On 03/27/09 the Warrior River, Locust 
Branch, was well above normal depth from re-
cent rain storms. The currents were very 
strong and swift with a lot of debris, i.e.; 
stumps, trees and rocks in this river. There 
were more storms moving into the area later 

that night with flash flood warnings being post-
ed. 

The rescuer, Derek Creel, was at the river 
fishing. He witnessed a canoe, with an adult 
male and a male child, capsized. The two vic-
tims were caught in the swift currents and very 
rapidly being pulled down stream while holding 
onto the canoe. At this point Derek Creel with 
total disregard for his own life or safety 
jumped into the cold water and swam towards 
the victims. After reaching the victims and the 
canoe he attempted to get them to the shore, 
but the currents were too strong and they 
were washed down river about half a mile 
from the boat launch. 

At this point Derek was able to steer the 
canoe into a downed tree in the river. He then 
had to physically hold onto both victims. He 
soon became exhausted and had to make a 
very difficult decision. Let one victim go and 
save the child and himself. The father, Tim 
Sagafoose was injured and was unable to 
help or respond. Derek was unable to hold 
onto the father any longer and turned him 
loose into the current. Derek then had to calm 
the young boy and explain what he had to just 
do. He had the presence of mind to witness to 
the young boy about God and salvation, all 
while holding onto him in the cold swift water 
for over for over thirty minutes before they 
were rescued by Warrior Firefighters Lee Kil-
gore and Luke Ahl. 

I personally spoke with Derek at the scene 
and he was visibly shaken, and extremely 
apologetic about not being able to save the fa-
ther. And he was very humble about his res-
cue efforts on this night. 

After days of refusing media interviews, he 
finally did an interview on the day Tim 
Sagafoose’s body was recovered. During this 
interview, Derek credited his actions to God 
and his Savior Jesus Christ for putting him 
there that day and giving him the strength to 
hold on. 

After 34 years of Law Enforcement experi-
ence I walked away from this incident with not 
only amazement at the actions of Derek Creel, 
but true respect for him. He is a remarkable 
young man with strength and conviction and 
truly humble demeanor. I am very proud of 
Derek for not only his heroism, but his witness 
of the Lord in this difficult moment. He is truly 
a hero in my opinion in more ways than one. 

In closing, I congratulate Derek and the en-
tire Creel family. 
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TRIBUTE TO JEFFREY SPEARS, ON 
RECEIVING THE RABBI NORMAN 
F. FELDHEYM AWARD FOR LOY-
ALTY AND SERVICE TO THE 
SYNAGOGUE AND COMMUNITY 
OF THE CONGREGATION EMANU 
EL 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, the Rabbi Nor-
man F. Feldheym Award was established to 
pay tribute to those members of Congregation 
Emanu El, who have conspicuously and ex-
ceptionally reflected Rabbi Feldheym’s quali-

ties of love for and loyalty to the synagogue, 
and service to the community. 

Today, I rise to congratulate Jeffrey Spears 
for receiving the distinguished Rabbi Norman 
F. Feldheym Award for loyalty and service to 
the Community and the Congregation of 
Emanu El. Jeffrey Spears has served his con-
gregation selflessly and faithfully, with uncom-
promising integrity, candor and generosity. 

Jeffrey has been an extraordinarily devoted 
community leader. His family now marks five 
generations at Congregation Emanu El. Jef-
frey has given evidence of his deep love for 
Judaism through strong contribution to worship 
and education, an exemplary commitment to 
Jewish values, and their application to con-
temporary society. 

Jeffrey has served the surrounding commu-
nity as member of the San Bernardino City Li-
brary Foundation Board, the American Water 
Works Association, the Mueller Water Prod-
ucts Advisory Council, the California State 
University San Bernardino School of Edu-
cation Friends of the College, and the Com-
munity Advisory Board of Security Bank of 
California. 

Jeffrey has demonstrated his devotion to 
Jewish learning and practice by serving on the 
faculty of Congregation Emanu El’s School for 
Jewish learning, attending Judaism Conven-
tions and traveling to Israel. 

Jeffrey has made familial commitment cen-
tral to his life, continuing to work in the family 
business founded by his grandfather Julius. 
Jeffrey and his wife, Heidi Nimmo, have raised 
their two children, Neil and Sarah, exem-
plifying commitments to scholastic achieve-
ment, community involvement and leadership. 

Jeffrey is respected and beloved by our 
community for his honesty, courage, kindness 
and compassion. The success of his extraor-
dinary citizenship is best summarized in the 
receipt of the prestigious Rabbi Norman F. 
Feldheym Award. 

I join today with public leaders throughout 
my State to express our gratitude to Jeffrey 
and Congregation Emanu El for reflecting the 
late Rabbi Feldheym’s qualities of service to 
community, as well as humility, care and lov-
ing-kindness. 

Madam Speaker, Jeffrey Spears will be hon-
ored with the prestigious Rabbi Norman F. 
Feldheym Award on Saturday, June 2, 2010, 
marking the 119th Anniversary of the char-
tering of Congregation Emanu El. It is fitting, 
on such a momentous occasion, that we stand 
here today to honor Jeffrey Spears, for his 
humble and outstanding service. 
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RECOGNIZING THE DUMFRIES 
FIRST MOUNT ZION BAPTIST 
CHURCH HEALTH FAIR 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the ‘‘Healthy Liv-
ing/Healthy Lifestyle Conference’’ sponsored 
by First Mount Zion Baptist Church in Dum-
fries, Va., and the Northern Virginia Chapter of 
the National Coalition of 100 Black Women, 
Inc. 
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