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Colonel Cintron is a man of exceptional 

honor and dignity who answered the emer-
gency call to duty without hesitation. He pro-
vided an invaluable service to the families of 
the missing Americans, speaking with them at 
length on daily conference calls to explain the 
status of recovery efforts and answer all of 
their questions. 

Colonel Cintron broke from bureaucratic 
rhetoric to give family members straight-
forward, compassionate updates on their miss-
ing loved ones. He conveyed a sense of ur-
gency and strong determination to find both 
the living and the dead trapped beneath the 
rubble of the Hotel Montana. With two daugh-
ters deployed to the Middle East, Colonel 
Cintron treated all of the missing persons as 
if they were a part of his own family. His 
heartfelt empathy and willingness to go the 
extra mile for those awaiting news back home 
brought humanity and hope to families suf-
fering unimaginable loss. 

My thoughts and prayers are with the peo-
ple of Haiti and all of those who lost loved 
ones. I am grateful for the tenacity of leaders 
like Colonel Cintron, the volunteer spirit of the 
Fairfax County Urban Search and Rescue 
teams and the tireless work of the Army Corps 
of Engineers at the Hotel Montana. Their un-
wavering commitment brought a measure of 
closure to the families in the midst of this hor-
rific situation. 
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Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, for 
many years the Commonwealth of Virginia has 
seriously been considering the potential posi-
tive impact that Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
development off Virginia’s coast would have 
on the Commonwealth. In 2008, it seemed 
that the Commonwealth would be able to 
make OCS development a reality when we in 
Congress, and then President George Bush, 
removed hurdles that had previously blocked 
access to energy resources located on the 
OCS. However, since that point, Virginia has 
been confronted with a series of regulatory 
road blocks. Although a lease sale has been 
proposed in Virginia’s OCS, the first scheduled 
lease sale for energy development in the At-
lantic, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar has con-
tinued to postpone this Virginia lease sale. 
This delay is happening despite the strong 
support for the lease sale by the Virginia Con-
gressional Delegation, the Governor of Vir-
ginia, the Virginia General Assembly, and the 
citizens of Virginia. Madam Speaker, the 
voices of Virginians must be heard. 

To allow the Virginia lease sale to proceed 
we must remove the regulatory road blocks 
that are impeding development of Virginia’s 
OCS, so I rise today with a bipartisan group 
of members of the Virginia Congressional Del-
egation to introduce the ‘‘Virginia Access (VA) 
to Energy Act.’’ This legislation would require 
that the Department of the Interior, at the re-

quest of Virginia’s governor, proceed with the 
Virginia lease sale no later than one year after 
passage of this legislation. This will remove 
the regulatory hurdles that have impeded de-
velopment and create a path for Virginia to be-
come ‘‘the Energy Capital of the East Coast.’’ 

Passage of this legislation and development 
of VA’s OCS will significantly boost the econ-
omy of the Commonwealth of Virginia. In fact, 
some estimates have shown that development 
of Virginia’s OCS will create 2,578 full-time 
equivalent positions on an annual basis, in-
duce capital investment of $7.84 billion, yield 
$644 million in direct and indirect payroll, and 
result in $271 million in State and local taxes. 
While exploration activities alone will infuse 
the Virginia economy with a significant amount 
of new capital, this legislation will also author-
ize any qualified revenues generated by the 
lease sales to be shared between the federal 
government and the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. 

Virginians understand that a major compo-
nent in lessening energy costs is to produce 
more energy. I believe that Virginia should 
have every tool available to access its energy 
supplies, while at the same time creating thou-
sands of jobs for Virginians and infusing the 
Commonwealth with new capital growth. I urge 
Congress to pass this legislation to allow Vir-
ginia to move towards a path of energy inde-
pendence. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Sea Scout Ship 
7916, ‘‘Blue Heron,’’ of Occoquan, VA. 

Sea Scout Ship 7916 is a young but very 
active unit in the Boy Scouts of America Na-
tional Capital Area Council (NCAC). The Ship 
hosts regular sailing ventures, service 
projects, training courses, fundraisers and so-
cial activities. 

Ship 7916 has excelled in obtaining a sig-
nificant number of awards in a short period, in-
cluding the NCAC’s ‘‘Wardroom Award’’ for 
achievement only four months after being 
formed. I would like to extend my personal 
congratulations to the Sea Scouts who have 
received awards in the past calendar year. 

NCAC Commodore’s Award—Shay Sea-
borne, Skipper—For devotion and enthusiasm 
given to Sea Scouting and assistance in the 
furtherance of the Sea Scout program as the 
initiator and driving force of the Save der 
PeLiKan Campaign, which aims to raise 
$20,000 needed to repair the regional training 
vessel; NCAC Boatswain of the Year Award— 
Rebecca Siegal, Boatswain—For outstanding 
participation in Sea Scouting activities, for 
conducting training, for enthusiasm, loyalty, 
team spirit, and leadership given, for a positive 
attitude, ability to live up to responsibilities, 
and promoting Sea Scouting in the commu-
nity; Venturing Advisor Award of Merit—Shay 
Seaborne, Skipper—For tenure, training, and 
providing a quality program; NCAC Out-

standing Contribution—Karl and Stella Kent— 
For their generous financial contribution to the 
Save der PeLiKan fund. NCAC Outstanding 
Contribution—Skipper’s Mate Dr. Rosemary 
Enright and Don Coulter—For their generous 
financial contribution to the Save der PeLiKan 
fund. Catherine A. Mullikan Sea Scout Volun-
teer of the Year—Rebecca Siegal, Boat-
swain—For significant service to the commu-
nity, both inside and outside of Sea Scouting. 
Sea Scout of the Year Award—Rebecca 
Siegal, Boatswain—For excellence in ad-
vancement, citizenship, leadership and sea-
manship skills. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Sea Scout Ship 7916 and 
congratulating its highly decorated member-
ship. They are responsible community part-
ners and uphold the well-respected traditions 
and principles of scouting. 
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Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor two exceptional high 
school teams from my district. The Jonesboro 
High School and Morrow High School Mock 
Trial teams have had an unprecedented 
record of success. Collectively, both teams 
have surpassed expectations and are on their 
way to another record breaking year for the 
State of Georgia. 

Jonesboro High School will compete for its 
seventeenth State Bar of Georgia Champion-
ship. No other school in the State of Georgia’s 
history has ever reached this level of con-
summation. In addition to this record breaking 
endeavor, Jonesboro High School has already 
accomplished two national championships. 
This is a testament that hard work and dis-
cipline truly yield enormous results. 

Morrow High School has also achieved 
ground breaking success. Morrow High School 
was the runner up in the State of Georgia re-
gion eight competition. The irony of this team’s 
success is that Morrow High lost several team 
members just days before the competition. 
Nevertheless, this team expeditiously put to-
gether a new team which led to two of the 
three replacements winning state awards. 
While this team’s cohesive bond was tested, 
their determination prevailed, which led them 
to another notable year. In addition to this 
year’s success, it has been nine years since 
any other school in Clayton County has be-
come the region champion. 

With the help of the faculty advisors and 
community mentors, these two teams have 
displayed the passion and integrity that we, as 
members of Congress, continuously encour-
age. These teams represent the very essence 
of America as it has displayed its dedication, 
passion, and integrity throughout the competi-
tion in the courtroom and throughout the com-
munity. 
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