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have to reach a compromise peace with 
Israel; if America is backing away from 
Israel, the Palestinians would reason, then 
hopes of Israel’s disappearance will be 
strengthened. It will raise questions about 
American loyalty and credibility among the 
Arabs who, despite their rhetoric criticizing 
US support for Israel, would be far more dis-
tressed about the US abandoning an ally. 

It diverts attention away from the larger 
challenges in the region—Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, and the challenge of Islamic extre-
mism and terrorism. Finally, it has the 
smell about it of blaming the Jews for every-
thing. The notion that al-Qaida’s hatred of 
America or Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons 
or the ongoing threat of extremist terrorist 
groups in the region is based on Israel’s an-
nouncement of building apartments is absurd 
on its face and smacks of scapegoating. 

It’s time for the administration to step 
back not only from the harsh rhetoric but 
also from the illusionary thinking about 
Israel hurting American interests. America 
and Israel can have their differences, but the 
US has no better ally than Israel. The ad-
ministration needs to recognize this and find 
ways to reassure those who are raising con-
cerns. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our National debt is 
$12,662,466,657,519.82. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $2,024,040,911,226.02 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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HONORING MARIA COSTA SMITH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Maria 
Costa Smith, successful horticulturalist, busi-
nesswoman and agricultural engineer in South 
Dade, Florida. 

Maria currently serves as the color division 
president of Costa Farms. She is part of the 
third generation of the Costa family to run the 
farm. Started in 1961 by her grandfather, Jose 
Costa, and father, Tony Costa, Costa farms is 
one of South Dade’s largest small businesses, 
now employing 2,200 and owning over 2,600 
acres of land. In addition to its thriving foliage 
and plant divisions, Costa Farms operates 
merchandising and transportation companies 
in south Florida, North Carolina, the Domini-
can Republic and Costa Rica. Maria runs the 
farm with her husband, Chief Executive Officer 

Jose Smith, and her brother, Jose, who is vice 
president of the foliage division. 

Recently, the Dade County Farm Bureau 
Women’s Committee recognized Maria Costa 
Smith as the 2010 Woman of Distinction in 
Agriculture. She was recognized for her valu-
able contributions to the South Dade agri-
culture and agribusiness. Today I honor her 
for those reasons and many more, including 
her commitment to seeing through the dream 
of her grandfather, helping others in the com-
munity and ensuring that South Florida’s local 
economy continues to flourish. 

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, I 
ask you to join me in congratulating and 
thanking Maria Costa Smith for her out-
standing dedication, work ethic and desire to 
see her community prosper. 
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PRESIDENT MORE POPULAR IN 
THE NEWS THAN AMONG AMERI-
CANS 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
President Obama is far more popular in the 
news than he is among American people. 

Sixty percent of national media mentions of 
the President were positive over the past 
week while 40 percent were negative, accord-
ing to Rasmussen Reports’ new ‘‘Media 
Meter.’’ 

In contrast, just 48 percent of Americans ap-
prove of the job the President is doing. 

By a 10-point margin, more Americans 
‘‘strongly disapprove’’ of the President’s job 
than ‘‘strongly approve.’’ And just one-quarter 
say the country is ‘‘on the right track.’’ 

Wouldn’t it be nice if the national media re-
flected the views of the American people? 

The national media should give Americans 
the facts, not tell them what to think. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE INFORMED 
TAXPAYERS’ FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT ANNUAL REPORTING ACT 
OF 2010 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of legislation 
I introduced, along with my colleagues Con-
gressman ERIC CANTOR, Congressman DAVE 
CAMP, Congressman PAUL RYAN, and Con-
gressman KEVIN BRADY, that would require the 
Internal Revenue Service, IRS, to publish cer-
tain fiscal information on the Federal govern-
ment each year and make it available to tax-
payers online and when they prepare their 
taxes. 

Just like publicly-owned companies in the 
United States provide information on their fi-
nances in annual shareholder reports, I be-
lieve the Federal government ought to provide 
important transparency about the state of our 

Nation’s finances. Taxpayers are like share-
holders of the Federal government and ought 
to have access to similar information on their 
government. 

Unfortunately, statistics on Federal govern-
ment tax revenue, spending, deficits, and debt 
are often buried in random reports or on gov-
ernment websites and presented in a con-
fusing manner with technical jargon or con-
fusing formats. Why must it be that difficult for 
Americans to learn about what their govern-
ment is doing with their money? It should not 
be, and this is the purpose of the Informed 
Taxpayers’ Federal Government Annual Re-
porting Act. 

Specifically, this bill would require the IRS to 
publish a chart on government finances to be 
included in the instruction booklets taxpayers 
use when filing their income taxes each April 
and post this chart on the IRS online home-
page. The chart would be broken down into 
three sections. The first section, ‘‘Current Fed-
eral Government Finances,’’ would be required 
to include current Federal tax revenue, spend-
ing, deficits, and public debt statistics. ‘‘Fed-
eral Government Finances & You,’’ the second 
section, would include per capita data, such 
as each taxpayer’s share of the national debt. 
And the last section, ‘‘Projected Federal Gov-
ernment Finances,’’ would be required to in-
clude estimated Federal tax revenue, spend-
ing, deficits, and debt over the next ten years 
as put together by the Congressional Budget 
Office, CBO. 

With enactment of the Federal government 
takeover of health care and the $1 trillion stim-
ulus bill—including interest—it is all the more 
important for the American people to know 
what their government is doing and how this 
impacts our nation as whole. These policies 
have contributed to the current amount of 
taxes, spending, deficit, and debt, which are 
all in the trillions of dollars. Unfortunately, it 
seems in Washington that trillion has become 
the new billion. 

The Federal government takes in over $2 
trillion in tax revenue annually, but even with 
that incredible amount of taxpayer dollars flow-
ing into the government, this Congress and 
the President continue to spend with borrowed 
money—$1.4 trillion last year. This means 
Washington spent almost $3.5 trillion. And this 
year, it does not look that much better with 
deficits projected to be $1.5 trillion, according 
to the Office of Management and Budget. With 
all this runaway spending, the Federal debt 
continues to grow, and CBO projects it to be 
$13.2 trillion this year. 

These numbers are not only shocking, but 
unsustainable. 

The Informed Taxpayers’ Federal Govern-
ment Annual Reporting Act is designed to 
build upon fundamental tenets of American 
democracy of transparency and openness in 
government by helping ensure that all Ameri-
cans have access to easy-to-understand infor-
mation on how their tax dollars are being used 
by their government. 
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