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tackle the growing achievement gap that ex-
ists between Hispanic students and their 
peers. It is the first such law of its kind any-
where in the country, and it is my hope that 
it will not be the last. 

I believe that the single greatest challenge 
facing New Mexico’s educational achievement 
is the fact that though 56 percent of our 
state’s students are Hispanic, barely half of 
them graduate from high school. Given that 
education is the key to achieving our full po-
tential as individuals and as a country, we 
must realize that not all education is equal. 
We must look at the challenges that face all 
our students. This disparity is too great to do 
nothing. The time has come to confront this 
disparity head on, and this is exactly what the 
Hispanic Education Act will do. 

I would like to congratulate New Mexico 
Governor Bill Richardson, State Senator Ber-
nadette Sanchez, State Representative Rick 
Miera, and Education Secretary Veronica Gar-
cia for having the courage to champion the 
Hispanic Education Act. But they certainly 
were not alone in shepherding this bill through 
the state legislature. Indeed, this legislation 
was initiated by the countless parents, com-
munity advocates, business leaders, school 
administrators, and policy makers who gave 
their time and energy to this effort. It was their 
advocacy, in concert with the Latino/Hispano 
Education Improvement Task Force, which 
made passage possible. 

It is my hope that the goals set forth in this 
landmark legislation are achieved quickly. It is 
also my hope that other states follow New 
Mexico’s lead. And it will be my intention to 
work with my colleagues here in Congress to 
find ways on a national level to promote His-
panic educational success. For if we are to 
excel in a 21st Century economy, then all stu-
dents of all backgrounds must have the 
chance to finish high school, attend college, 
and go on to be productive, successful Ameri-
cans. 
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HONORING JEANNE JACOBS 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Jeanne 
Jacobs, accomplished educator and President 
of Miami Dade College’s Homestead Campus. 

As administrator of the College, she has ad-
vanced the mission of the institution and 
brought national attention to South Dade. In 
addition to her leadership role at Miami Dade 
College, Jeanne serves on the Board of Direc-
tors of Homestead Hospital and in several 
community organizations, including the Execu-
tive Council of the Homestead/Florida City 
Chamber of Commerce, the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Red Cross, and the Vision 
Council of Homestead. She holds a Doctor of 
Philosophy degree in Administration of Higher 
Education with a minor in English from the 
University of Alabama. 

This month, Miami Dade County Mayor Car-
los Alvarez, the Miami Dade Commission for 
Women, and Miami-Dade Parks and Recre-

ation honored Jeanne at their annual ‘‘In the 
Company of Women’’ Awards Ceremony, a 
well-known recognition and high distinction in 
the South Florida community. 

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, I 
too honor and recognize Jeanne for her con-
tributions to and achievements in the fields of 
education and research. Her leadership has 
truly made a difference in the lives of students 
and has taken this fine institution of higher 
learning on a continued path of excellence. 

f 

HONORING ELLA SECCHIAROLI 
FOR WINNING THE LESSONS OF 
THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN EXPE-
RIENCE WRITING CONTEST 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Ella Secchiaroli as a win-
ner of the first annual ‘‘Lessons of the African- 
American Experience’’ Creative Writing Con-
test. Ella is currently in the fifth grade at North 
Stonington Elementary School, which is lo-
cated in North Stonington, Connecticut. 

In celebration of Black History Month, I 
sponsored a creative writing contest for all 
third through eighth grade students within the 
Second District. As we know, Black History 
Month is a time to reflect on the struggles and 
triumphs of our nation’s past. The lessons 
learned during this month continue to serve as 
the stepping stones of our nation’s future. 
Ella’s poem eloquently embraces this belief. 

Ella’s poem shows a remarkable enthu-
siasm for learning that is inspiring to all. She 
identified the values that she learned during 
Black History Month and creatively discussed 
how those values affect her life and the lives 
of others. For this, her poem was among the 
four winners selected. 
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MR. DICK BUNCE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Mr. Dick Bunce for more 
than three decades of tireless work to ad-
vance the causes of peace, nuclear disar-
mament, democracy and conservation. Today, 
we recognize the quality and excellence of Mr. 
Bunce’s career on the occasion of his retire-
ment. 

Known for his invaluable leadership and 
service to organizations here, and around the 
globe, Mr. Bunce’s early life took place in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. After graduate work in so-
ciology at the University of Wisconsin, Mr. 
Bunce began accumulating a breadth of media 
experience. His-long career in fundraising, 
marketing, media and research includes a 
book, ‘‘Television in the Corporate Interest,’’ 
as well as leadership posts at Bay Area stal-
warts such as Mother Jones magazine, 
Pacifica Radio and the Center for Social Re-

search and Education at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. 

In addition to his media savvy, Mr. Bunce’s 
skillful fundraising efforts have both enriched 
worthy organizations, and changed the face of 
the Bay Area. In fact, San Francisco residents 
and visitors from around the world enjoy the 
beautiful result of one of Mr. Bunce’s most 
ambitious fundraising projects. His manage-
ment of a $35 million campaign transformed a 
former military airstrip and ordnance dump in 
San Francisco’s Presidio into a popular urban 
national park site known as Crissy Field. 

Following that endeavor, Mr. Bunce joined 
the Ploughshares Fund, founded by legendary 
San Franciscan Sally Lilienthal. His work in-
cluded expanding Ploughshares Fund annual 
fundraising efforts, planned giving and endow-
ment campaigns. 

As Deputy Director, Mr. Bunce implemented 
the first-ever capital campaigns for both 
Ploughshares Fund and the Golden Gate Na-
tional Parks Conservancy, overshooting his 
goals and raising more than $60 million to re-
duce nuclear threats and enhance park lands. 

As friends and colleagues know, Mr. 
Bunce’s profound dedication to peace and 
conservation efforts extends beyond his fund-
raising prowess. In his free time, he has 
served on a number of boards, including the 
Pesticide Action Network and, currently, the 
Point Reyes National Seashore Association. 

In all of his many vocations, Mr. Bunce has 
been praised for his strategic brilliance, strong 
leadership, tenacity and thoughtfulness. His 
work has created innumerable opportunities 
for organizations and communities to continue 
the work of building a better, safer future for 
generations to come. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 9th 
Congressional District, Mr. Dick Bunce, I sa-
lute you. I congratulate you on your many 
achievements, and I wish you and your family 
all the best in this next chapter of your life. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. NADLER of New York. Madam Speaker, 
due to official business, I missed a vote on 
March 10, 2010. Had I been able to, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 100, ex-
pressing condolences to the families of the 
victims of the February 27, 2010, earthquake 
in Chile, as well as solidarity with and support 
for the people of Chile as they plan for recov-
ery and reconstruction. 
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HONORING ANDREA IVORY 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Andrea 
Ivory of Miami Lakes, the Founder and Execu-
tive Director of the Florida Breast Health Initia-
tive and a breast cancer survivor. 
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