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school for children of color, and Miss Alice’s 
mother, Annie Walden Jones, was the 
school’s first graduate. She has also played a 
key role in documenting and preserving the 
history of Winton, North Carolina and the sur-
rounding communities. 

Mrs. Nickens was a charter member of the 
C.S. Brown Cultural Arts Center. Along with 
her sister, Sally, Mrs. Nickens was instru-
mental in securing $200,000 from the State to 
help restore the building. 

She has long been a devoted member of 
Pleasant Plains Baptist Church, and served as 
a member of its trustee board. 

Mrs. Nickens has also served as Vice Presi-
dent of the Democratic Women’s Club of Hert-
ford County, and as a volunteer of the Auxil-
iary of Roanoke Chowan Hospital. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing Mrs. Alice Jones 
Nickens. She is truly a remarkable woman de-
serving of our deepest gratitude for the enor-
mous contributions that she made in the lives 
of children in eastern North Carolina and to 
the entire community. 
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RECOGNIZING WALTER RICHARD-
SON UPON RECEIVING THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mr. Walter Richardson, 
a veteran, a Tuskegee Airman, and a true 
American hero. Walt has spent his life dedi-
cated to his country, his community, and his 
family, and I am proud to honor his achieve-
ments and life of service. 

A Pensacola, Florida native, Walt Richard-
son is first and foremost an American patriot. 
During his thirty years with the United States 
Air Force, Walt served in many of our Nation’s 
wars and conflicts. Walt joined the revered 
Tuskegee Airmen, training at Tuskegee Army 
Airfield in a variety of disciplines that would 
serve him throughout his entire career. During 
his time with the Tuskegee Airmen, Walt was 
part of ‘‘Operation Happiness,’’ the first all-mili-
tary troupe to entertain at air bases. His mili-
tary service also took him to Vietnam, and 
while stationed at Dover Air Force Base, Walt 
became the first African-American to be pro-
moted to master sergeant in the field mainte-
nance squadron. He retired as a chief master 
sergeant, the highest enlisted rank in the Air 
Force. 

Beyond his full-time career with the Air 
Force, Walt is a dedicated community servant 
in Northwest Florida. For the past 29 years, he 
has served as a permanent deacon of St. 
Mary Parish in Fort Walton Beach. He also re-
cently completed a book about his life story 
entitled ‘‘How Great Thou Art: A Black Boy’s 
Depression-era Success Story.’’ In 2009, Walt 
traveled to Washington, DC, as a special 
guest of the President for the inauguration. 
For his service to his country as part of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, I have the honor of pre-
senting Walter Richardson the Congressional 
Gold Medal, the highest civilian honor in the 
United States. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am humbled to venerate 
Walt Richardson as an American hero and a 
community leader. Our Nation is proud and 
grateful for his courage, service, and patriot-
ism. My wife Vicki and all wish all the best to 
Walt, his wife, Helen, his eight children, his 
grandchildren, and his entire extended family. 
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REMARKS ON THE PASSING OF 
COLONEL JOHN REES 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, I rise to-
night to pay tribute to a visionary man and 
true American hero, Colonel John Rees. 

John Cliff Rees was born in 1922 on his 
family farm in Mason County, Kentucky. After 
graduating from high school and then Bowling 
Green Business University, he met and mar-
ried the love of his life, Bess Anderson. Not 
long after that, John joined the Army Air Corps 
and was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in 
1944. 

In time, John would serve in four wars: 
World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and the Cold 
War, eventually earning the rank of Colonel. 
While there are many men who have served 
with as much pride, honor, and distinction as 
Colonel Rees has, I remember him today spe-
cifically for the last stop on his tour of duty. As 
Colonel, he was appointed the Wing Com-
mander at Goodfellow Air Force Base in San 
Angelo, Texas. In that position, both he and 
his wife came to be known and loved by the 
people of San Angelo. A kind man with a keen 
intellect, Colonel Rees worked relentlessly to 
forge a deeper bond between the Base and 
the City. 

In one of his lasting legacies to the people 
of San Angelo, he was instrumental in bringing 
a linguistic training center to the base, breath-
ing new life into its mission and ensuring that 
the base would remain a strategic asset in the 
community for years to come. 

Colonel Rees passed away on October 12, 
2009. Some weeks ago, Colonel Rees’ wife 
Bess also passed away on March 3, 2010. 
They will be laid to rest together the Friday 
after Easter, April 9, 2010, in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. Colonel Rees was a dedi-
cated and faithful servant of the American 
people and has rightly earned his place in Ar-
lington. 

Death is always a heavy burden to bear for 
those of us who remain behind, but I know 
that Colonel Rees is with God in all his glory 
and has been reunited with the love of his life 
in heaven. On behalf of the people of San An-
gelo, the people of Texas, and all Americans, 
I offer his family my deepest condolences. 
Your father fought gallantly to protect the na-
tion he loved. He was our commander, our 
friend, our mentor, and our inspiration. 

As Colonel John Rees is laid to rest next 
month, I know that the lives of his family and 
friends will dim just a bit. However, they need 
only look up to the sky to see that the stars 
over Texas shine brighter because he looks 
down on us all. 

HONORING IVONNE ALEXANDER 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Ivonne 
Alexander, a leader in South Dade’s agri-
culture industry, and Chief Financial Officer of 
Nature’s Way Nursery. 

A native of Havana, Cuba, Ivonne came to 
the U.S. with her family at the age of 12. She 
studied accounting and finance at Miami-Dade 
College and Florida International University 
and took her first job with Farm Credit in 1972 
as an accounting clerk. She later became a 
loan officer, and went on to be Internal Audi-
tor, Senior Vice President and Area Manager. 
In 1995, she left Farm Credit and became 
general manager for Mike Costa Foliage, while 
at the same time, building her own business, 
Happy Days Nursery, and offering consulting 
to others. 

Today, Ivonne continues to guide the agri-
business community in South Dade, and is the 
leader on issues affecting the industry like 
labor, immigration, the environment and the 
economy. She was the first woman in the Na-
tion to be a loan officer and certified appraiser 
with Farm Credit and was named Agriculturist 
of the Year by the Greater Homestead/Florida 
City Chamber of Commerce. She has paved 
the way for others, specifically women, to fol-
low her in the agriculture industry, in both 
farming and business components. Ivonne has 
the right attitude and mind frame to get the job 
done, and does not stop until she achieves 
positive results. Her passion, commitment and 
hard work have allowed her to get as far as 
she has, despite the fact that she is a woman 
in what has historically been a man’s industry, 
and has inspired others to do the same. 

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, I 
ask that you join me in thanking Ivonne Alex-
ander for her contributions to the agriculture 
industry and honoring her work. 
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RECOGNIZING JEFFREY MICHAEL 
ROSS OF ROSEVILLE, CALIFORNIA 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Jeffrey Michael Ross of 
Roseville, California. 

On July 12, 2009 Jeffrey witnessed a driver 
lose control of her vehicle and careen into the 
canal in Rancho Cordova. Running to the 
water’s edge, Mr. Ross found the vehicle sink-
ing quickly and the semiconscious driver 
trapped inside. 

In a situation where some would feel help-
less, Jeffrey took decisive action. He dove into 
the water and swam towards the car, forced 
open the window and started to pull the victim 
out. As water continued to rush inside the car, 
it slipped beneath the surface with the driver 
still inside. Ross continued to fight and freed 
the driver, bringing her safely to the surface. 
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Jeffrey’s act of courage and kindness is an 

example of the highest values of citizenship, 
and a credit to himself, his family and our 
community. I am proud to rise today to honor 
Mr. Ross and recognize him for receiving the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation’s 
Citizen Service Above Self Honors award ear-
lier today in a ceremony at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. DREW 
EDWIN MARSHALL’S 5TH ANNI-
VERSARY AS SENIOR PASTOR OF 
TRINITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the leadership of Dr. Drew Edwin 
Marshall on the occasion of his 5th Anniver-
sary in ministry to the congregation of Trinity 

Missionary Baptist Church. As a Member of 
Congress it is both my honor and privilege to 
recognize Dr. Marshall for achieving this mile-
stone. 

Trinity Missionary Baptist Church, which 
was founded as the City of Pontiac’s first Afri-
can-American church in 1917 with support 
from the Memorial Baptist Church in Pontiac, 
has a long, rich history as a pillar of spiritual 
fellowship in the community. Trinity’s con-
gregation and leadership, under Reverend 
Gulley, came together to endure turbulent be-
ginnings in the face of a fuel shortage which 
initially closed the Church for a year, to con-
tinue their pursuit of spiritual well-being. Since 
its founding, Trinity’s congregation and leader-
ship have been devoted to creating a stronger, 
more vibrant Pontiac spiritual community. In its 
efforts to attain its goals, Trinity opened a 
child development center and a school in the 
early 1990s to provide better service to the 
Pontiac community. 

This year marks an important milestone in 
the spiritual leadership Dr. Drew Marshall has 
provided as Senior Pastor to the congregation 

of Trinity Missionary Baptist Church. Dr. Mar-
shall, a Pontiac native, has devoted over three 
decades of his life to the study and practice of 
divinity. Dr. Marshall heard the call to service 
over 35 years ago, accepting his first ministe-
rial position with Trinity shortly before grad-
uating with a Bachelor of Arts from the Univer-
sity of Michigan. Dr. Marshall’s journey led him 
from Pontiac, to Colgate Rochester Divinity 
School, where he obtained his Masters in Di-
vinity, to Texas, where he served as Minister 
of Christian Education at New Faith Church. It 
is only fitting Dr. Marshall’s recognition comes 
for his service with Trinity Missionary Baptist 
Church, as it is the very place he heard the 
call to serve over three decades ago. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in recognizing Trinity Missionary 
Baptist Church’s Senior Pastor, Dr. Drew 
Edwin Marshall, on the occasion of his 5th An-
niversary as the Church’s spiritual leader and 
wish him, his family, and the congregation at 
Trinity many more years of happiness, health 
and service to the Pontiac community. 
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