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ensure that the new board operates in a 
transparent way with input from pa-
tients, providers, and experts to guar-
antee the best outcomes and continued 
access to care. Moreover, we in the 
Senate will oversee Medicare and the 
IPAB to protect the seniors and people 
with disabilities. Medicare is one of our 
most treasured programs, and the 
IPAB will only improve the program 
for beneficiaries in the future. 
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COWBOY POETRY WEEK 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to recognize the ninth annual Cowboy 
Poetry Week, which will be celebrated 
from April 18 to 24, 2010. Across the 
Western States, in public libraries, mu-
seums, and over the airwaves, cowboy 
poets and cowboy poetry enthusiasts 
will come together to celebrate the 
spirit of the West through this unique 
art form. What began as storytelling 
over the campfire has evolved into both 
a way to preserve the history and cul-
ture of the West, as well as a modern 
art form that embraces the cowboy 
way of life. 

The National Cowboy Poetry Gath-
ering, in Elko, NV, celebrated its 26th 
anniversary this January. Through 
events like this, cowboy poetry has ex-
perienced a resurgence in recent years, 
at once preserving recitation traditions 
that are a central form of artistry in 
communities throughout the West and 
promoting popular poetry and lit-
erature to the general public. At cow-
boy poetry gatherings, urban popu-
lations are able to glimpse a way of life 
that continues to exist on rangelands 
across the West. 

As someone from a small town in Ne-
vada, I have seen firsthand how the 
West has changed since I was young, 
but thanks to cowboy poets, among 
others, we will never lose the true spir-
it of the West. For this reason, I would 
like to thank the thousands of people 
out there in a few short weeks cele-
brating Cowboy Poetry Week, and I 
wish them all an enjoyable and suc-
cessful week. 
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RECONCILIATION 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, over 
the last several days, the Senate voted 
on a number of amendments to H.R. 
4872, the Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Act of 2010. This impor-
tant legislation makes changes to the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act, which President Obama signed 
into law on Tuesday. In short, it makes 
a good bill better. 

Now, at the very last minute, my col-
leagues on the other side have offered a 
number of amendments designed to 
play games with Americans’ health 
care and to cause delays and obstruc-
tions as we reach final passage of this 
bill. I voted against the long list of 
amendments offered by the other side— 

as did the majority of the Senate—not 
because some weren’t good amend-
ments but because this was not the ap-
propriate legislation to attach them to. 
I have been and will continue to be a 
champion of many of these issues, but 
I will not vote to play games with the 
health care of American families. Try-
ing to tackle these issues at the last 
minutes of the health care debate is 
not appropriate or wise or responsible. 
Instead, I look forward to working with 
my colleagues in the coming months to 
find bipartisan solutions to these prob-
lems. 
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, today I 
rise to speak on the important occa-
sion of Women’s History Month. Since 
1987, the month of March has been dedi-
cated not only to remembering and ap-
preciating the distinguished accom-
plishments of women, but also to com-
mending their continued positive influ-
ence on society. I would like to call 
particular attention to the contribu-
tions of North Carolina women, as they 
have consistently proven themselves to 
be revolutionary in their thoughts and 
actions and have contributed im-
mensely to the development of our Na-
tion since its conception. 

Our way of life has been bettered in 
countless ways by women revolution-
aries, crusaders, politicians, athletes, 
and everyday citizens of North Caro-
lina. From the 51 patriotic women who 
organized the Edenton Tea Party to 
Dolley Madison, whose social grace and 
political acumen helped create the 
modern White House; from Harriet Ja-
cobs, a North Carolina escaped slave 
who exposed the injustices of slavery in 
her ‘‘Incidents in the Life of a Slave 
Girl,’’ to Mary Jane Patterson, the 
first African-American woman to re-
ceive a bachelor of arts degree; from 
Tabitha Ann Holton, the first licensed 
female attorney in North Carolina and 
the South, to Dr. Annie Lowrie Alex-
ander, the State’s first female physi-
cian; from Sallie Walker Stockard, the 
first woman to graduate from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina to Kay Yow, 
the great North Carolina State Univer-
sity women’s basketball coach who led 
American women to gold at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics; from Eliza Jane Pratt, 
the first woman to represent North 
Carolina in the United States Congress 
to Elizabeth Dole, the first female U.S. 
Senator from North Carolina and dedi-
cated public servant, the history of 
North Carolina’s women is America’s 
history, and it is truly remarkable. 

During Women’s History Month, we 
honor the generations of women who 
have achieved notoriety in the past, 
however, we must do more than re-
member. It is imperative that we re-
flect on the present and prepare for the 
future. It is the hardworking North 
Carolina women who are continuing to 

serve our society as parents, doctors, 
teachers, nurses, businesswomen, sol-
diers, marines, and in countless other 
capacities that will impact our Na-
tion’s history in a powerful and posi-
tive way. We must build on the legacy 
of these great North Carolina women, 
especially those who serve anony-
mously and who have preserved the 
American way of life while contrib-
uting so much to the strength and 
character of our Nation. The women of 
our great State have triumphed 
throughout our history, and I know 
that they will play a leading role in 
our future. 
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CLOSING THE GUN SHOW 
LOOPHOLE 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, on March 
4, 2010, John Patrick Bedell, a 36-year- 
old Californian with a history of men-
tal illness, arrived at the Pentagon 
after a manic, cross-country journey. 
At 6:40 pm, Mr. Bedell, armed with two 
9mm handguns, walked to the security 
checkpoint at the Pentagon entrance 
and started shooting. Three Pentagon 
security officers, Colin Richards, Jef-
frey Amos and Marvin Carraway, re-
turned fire and brought down Mr. Be-
dell, who later died from his injuries. 
Mr. Amos and Mr. Carraway were 
wounded in the exchange, but thank-
fully have fully recovered. If not for 
the decisive action taken by these 
brave officers, this apparently random 
attack could have claimed more vic-
tims. And while I am pleased the Pen-
tagon’s security system worked in this 
instance, I remain deeply troubled by 
the fact that Mr. Bedell was able to ac-
quire firearms in the first place. 

Since the shooting, law enforcement 
officials have been able to partially 
trace the firearms used by Mr. Bedell. 
One handgun was sold last year to a 
private individual at a Las Vegas gun 
show, and that person later resold the 
gun to a third person. At that point, 
according to authorities, they were not 
able to further trace the gun’s owner-
ship history until Mr. Bedell opened 
fire on March 4. This murky trail per-
fectly illustrates the danger of unregu-
lated, private firearm transactions. 

Under the Brady Law, before an indi-
vidual can purchase a gun from a li-
censed dealer, they must pass a back-
ground check to ensure they are not le-
gally prohibited from purchasing a 
firearm. In 2008, 9.9 million background 
checks were conducted for firearm pur-
chases, 147,000 of which were rejected. 
The majority of these denials were the 
consequence of a prior conviction, in-
dictment or a history of mental illness. 
However, when an individual purchases 
a handgun from a private citizen, who 
is not a licensed gun dealer, there are 
no requirements to ensure that the 
purchaser is not in a prohibited cat-
egory. Neither the Las Vegas gun show 
sale, nor the subsequent private trans-
actions that ultimately resulted in Mr. 
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