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Whereas significant disparities exist 

among the obesity rates of children based on 
race and poverty; 

Whereas the financial implications of 
childhood obesity pose a tremendous finan-
cial threat to our economy and health care 
system, carrying up to $14,000,000,000 per year 
in direct health care cost, with people in the 
United States spending about 9 percent of 
their total medical costs on obesity-related 
illnesses; 

Whereas obese young people have an 80 per-
cent chance of being obese adults and are 
more likely than children of normal weight 
to become overweight or obese adults, and 
therefore more at risk for associated adult 
health problems, including heart disease, 
type 2 diabetes, sleep apnea, stroke, several 
types of cancer, and osteoarthritis; 

Whereas in part due to the childhood obe-
sity epidemic, 1 in 3 children (and nearly 1 in 
2 minority children) born in the year 2000 
will develop type 2 diabetes at some point in 
their lifetime if current trends continue; 

Whereas some consequences of childhood 
and adolescent obesity are psychosocial and 
obese children and adolescents are targets of 
early and systematic social discrimination, 
leading to low self-esteem which, in turn, 
can hinder academic and social functioning 
and persist into adulthood; 

Whereas participating in physical activity 
is important for children and teens as it may 
have beneficial effects not only on body 
weight, but also on blood pressure and bone 
strength; 

Whereas proper nutrition is important for 
children before birth and through their life- 
span as nutrition has beneficial effects for 
health and body weight, and is key in the 
prevention of various chronic diseases; 

Whereas childhood obesity is preventable 
yet does not appear to be declining; 

Whereas public, community-based, and pri-
vate sector organizations and individuals 
throughout the United States, including 
First Lady Michelle Obama, are working to 
decrease childhood obesity rates for people 
in the United States of all races through a 
range of efforts, including educational pres-
entations, media campaigns, Web sites, poli-
cies, healthier food options, and greater op-
portunities for physical activity; and 

Whereas Members of Congress have cham-
pioned legislation to reduce and bring aware-
ness to the issue of childhood obesity: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2010 as ‘‘National 

Childhood Obesity Awareness Month’’ in 
order to raise public awareness and mobilize 
the country to address childhood obesity; 

(2) recognizes the importance of preventing 
childhood obesity and decreasing its preva-
lence in the United States; and 

(3) requests that the President issue a 
proclamation calling on the Federal Govern-
ment, States, tribes and tribal organizations, 
localities, schools, nonprofit organizations, 
businesses, other entities, and the people of 
the United States to observe the month with 
appropriate programs and activities with the 
goal of promoting healthy eating and phys-
ical activity and increasing awareness of 
childhood obesity among individuals of all 
ages and walks of life. 
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NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS 
WEEK 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I ask unanimous 
consent the Judiciary Committee be 
discharged from further consideration 

of S. Res. 427, and the Senate proceed 
to its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 427) designating the 
first week of April, 2010 as ‘‘National Asbes-
tos Awareness Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I ask unanimous 
consent the resolution be agreed to; a 
Baucus amendment to the preamble be 
agreed to, the preamble, as amended, 
be agreed to; the motions to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 427) was 
agreed to. 

The amendment to the preamble (No. 
3719) was agreed to, as follows: 

Strike the 8th whereas clause of the pre-
amble. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, as 
amended reads as follows: 

S. RES. 427 
Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-

visible and cannot be smelled or tasted; 
Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-

tos fibers can cause significant damage; 
Whereas asbestos fibers can cause mesothe-

lioma, asbestosis, and other health problems; 
Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take 

10 to 50 years to present themselves; 
Whereas the expected survival time for 

those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months; 

Whereas generally, little is known about 
late-stage treatment of asbestos-related dis-
eases, and there is no cure for such diseases; 

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognoses; 

Whereas the United States has reduced its 
consumption of asbestos substantially, yet 
continues to consume almost 2,000 metric 
tons of the fibrous mineral for use in certain 
products throughout the Nation; 

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have 
killed thousands of people in the United 
States; 

Whereas exposure to asbestos continues, 
but safety and prevention of asbestos expo-
sure already has significantly reduced the in-
cidence of asbestos-related diseases and can 
further reduce the incidence of such diseases; 

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer; 

Whereas thousands of workers in the 
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure; 

Whereas thousands of people in the United 
States die from asbestos-related diseases 
every year; 

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed 
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards; 

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975; 

Whereas people in the small community of 
Libby, Montana, have asbestos-related dis-

eases at a significantly higher rate than the 
national average and suffer from mesothe-
lioma at a significantly higher rate than the 
national average; and 

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National 
Asbestos Awareness Week’’ will raise public 
awareness about the prevalence of asbestos- 
related diseases and the dangers of asbestos 
exposure: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the first week of April 2010 

as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’; 
(2) urges the Surgeon General to warn and 

educate people about the public health issue 
of asbestos exposure, which may be haz-
ardous to their health; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Office of the Surgeon General. 
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RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 

NATIONAL SAFE DIGGING MONTH 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
JUNIOR AUXILIARIES DAY 

PARKINSON’S AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following resolutions: S. 
Res. 471, S. Res 472, S. Res. 473, and S. 
Res. 474. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I ask unanimous 
consent the resolutions be agreed to, 
the preambles be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, read as follows: 
S. RES. 471 

Whereas classes began at The University of 
Southern Mississippi (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘the University’’), originally 
named Mississippi Normal College, on March 
30, 1910; 

Whereas throughout a century of growth, 
expansion, and changes of name, first to 
State Teachers College, in 1924, then Mis-
sissippi Southern College, in 1940, and ulti-
mately The University of Southern Mis-
sissippi, in 1962, the institution has been 
dedicated to engaging and empowering the 
citizens of Mississippi to transform lives and 
communities; 

Whereas the University is the only dual- 
campus university in Mississippi, and the in-
novative faculty of the University continues 
to cultivate intellectual development and 
creativity through the generation, dissemi-
nation, application, and preservation of 
knowledge by annually educating more than 
16,000 students from over 100 countries; 

Whereas the University is the home of nu-
merous innovative and internationally rec-
ognized programs that contribute to the suc-
cessful research enterprise of the University, 
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