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to penalize them and say we are not 
going to pay for it, but they will not on 
the cost of war or the cost of veterans’ 
benefits or the cost of tax cuts for the 
rich and the cost of the giveaways to 
the drug and insurance companies. 

Let me close with this. As we were 
home the last 2 weeks—most of us were 
back in our States. Some were else-
where. We talked to people more, but 
we also get letters when we get back. 
We see the kinds of letters that I am 
getting all the time from people at 
home. Let me read two of these letters. 
James from Franklin County, OH— 
that is the middle of the State where 
Columbus is, the State capital. 

At this point in my life my future is uncer-
tain. I have been unemployed for almost a 
year. Along with my other former co-work-
ers from the optical lab, we continue to look 
for jobs. 

I am an American to the bone. I have 
worked nearly every day of my life. I am now 
55 years old. 

Like many thousands of fellow Ohioans, 
our current unemployment benefits are 
about to expire. 

I can make it financially with two or three 
part-time jobs to make sure I can pay for my 
daughter’s nursing school. I will live in my 
car if I lose my apartment, but I will make 
sure my daughter continues her education. 
Please help the hard-working people of Ohio. 

‘‘I will live in my car if I lose my 
apartment, but I will make sure my 
daughter continues her education.’’ 
How can you say those people do not 
matter as much as giving tax cuts to 
the rich? How can anybody in this in-
stitution stand and with a good con-
science and a straight face say that 
James from Franklin County is not 
doing everything right in order to pro-
vide for his family and for the future? 

Do not blame James for this budget 
deficit that this crowd in this body 
voted for; the war, unpaid for; the tax 
cuts, unpaid for; the drug company 
subsidies, unpaid for; that James is not 
trying to do the right thing to provide 
for the future for his daughter to get 
her through nursing school. 

Derek from Cuyahoga County, the 
State’s largest county on Lake Erie, 
the Cleveland area, writes: 

I have just exhausted my unemployment 
benefits. I have been sending resumes like 
crazy, but there is just no work in this part 
of Northeastern Ohio. Pretty soon I won’t be 
able to afford my bills—or anything for that 
matter. I’m 26 years old, don’t have health 
insurance, and need help while I look for a 
job. We bailed out large corporations when 
they were in a financial jam. Why can’t we 
help the American people who are in their 
own financial struggle? 

Unemployment benefits do not make 
you comfortable. They do not make 
you rich. They are not what you plan 
for in the future. They are not some-
thing anybody wants to live on for very 
long. But they help people while they 
are trying to find a job. Unemployment 
insurance gives people that helping 
hand. It may be another week, it may 
be another month or 3 months. At least 

four of my colleagues today voted to 
extend unemployment for a month. It 
should have been longer. I wish we 
could do better. I wish we could get 
some Republican votes to do this right 
and to help get us on the track so peo-
ple can plan better in their lives and 
can continue to go out and try to get 
jobs. That is what we need to do. It is 
what this economy needs. 

I urge my colleagues to do the right 
thing this week with the unemploy-
ment extension and to do the right 
thing with the jobs bill to begin to put 
more people in this country back to 
work. 

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I ask unanimous 
consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I rise 
today to call attention to the impor-
tance of quality early childhood edu-
cation programs throughout our coun-
try that promote and support the 
growth and development of our Na-
tion’s youngest citizens. 

Research has shown that the quality 
of early relationships and experiences 
contributes to school success, overall 
health, and future workforce produc-
tivity. During a young child’s life, 
there are 700 new neural connections 
formed every second, thus creating the 
foundation for learning and more com-
plex brain development. In fact, more 
than 85 percent of the foundation for 
communication: critical thinking, 
problem solving and team work, is de-
veloped by age 5—before children enter 
kindergarten. 

To reach their full potential, these 
connections need to be nurtured with 
positive and developmentally appro-
priate cognitive and social-emotional 
stimuli. Quality prekindergarten pro-
grams reduce placement in special edu-
cation, lower the risk of grade reten-
tion, and decrease incidences of juve-
nile crime. Improving the success rate 
of high school graduation and adult 
earning potential is critical for our Na-
tion’s children. The implementation of 
quality early childhood education pro-
grams results in both social and eco-

nomic benefits for the child into adult-
hood, as well as for the community and 
the Nation as a whole. Even conserv-
ative estimates yield a benefit/cost 
ratio of 2.36 and a significant long term 
increase in the gross national product. 

Quality early childhood programs re-
quire the commitment and dedication 
of a professional early childhood edu-
cation work force. Today, I recognize 
not only the importance of quality 
early childhood education programs 
throughout our country but also the 
professionals who have dedicated their 
careers to ensuring the highest levels 
of achievement in early learning for 
our Nation’s children, thus creating 
lifelong benefits for the child, family, 
community, and country. 

f 

SCHOOL SAFETY PATROL 
LIFESAVING AWARD 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I rise 
today to show my profound apprecia-
tion for the actions of five young 
Americans who comprise this year’s 
School Safety Patrol Lifesaving Award 
recipients as chosen by the American 
Automobile Association. 

In 1920, the American Automobile As-
sociation, AAA, began the School Safe-
ty Patrol Program in hopes of pro-
moting traffic safety amongst school 
children. The AAA School Safety Pa-
trol Program has been awarding its 
highest honor, the Lifesaving Award, 
to those patrollers who have acted to 
save the life of another since 1949. This 
year, five heroic school safety patrol-
lers are receiving this award, and it is 
my great honor to recognize their cou-
rageous actions. 

Ian Valles, a sixth grader from 
Heights-Murray Elementary School in 
Wilkes-Barre, PA, bore witness to a 
tragic accident the morning of January 
9, 2009. While standing at a busy inter-
section, Ian witnessed a van strike 
adult crossing guard Edward Martin, 
who jumped in front of the van to save 
a mother and child in its way. Ian 
stayed calm and called 911 with a cell 
phone, staying by Mr. Martin’s side 
until he was safely taken to the hos-
pital by paramedics. Ian’s heroism 
along with his calm composure saved 
the life of Mr. Edward Martin. 

On April 20, 2009, Lauren Micolichek 
prevented a young girl at South View 
Elementary in Chippewa Falls from 
being struck by a fast approaching car 
about to make a left turn into the 
crosswalk. Lauren thought quickly 
when she saw the student walking to-
ward the crosswalk and saved her life 
by shouting ‘‘wait.’’ Her immediate re-
sponse to the situation prevented the 
young girl from being hit by the vehi-
cle. 

Charles Tate, a fifth grade safety 
patroller from Second District Elemen-
tary School in Meadville, PA, also 
demonstrated quick action when he 
saved a kindergarten student from 
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