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Whereas Lock Haven University of Penn-

sylvania has 17,000 living alumni; and 
Whereas 97 percent of recent Lock Haven 

University of Pennsylvania graduates are 
employed or continuing their education and 
84 percent of employed graduates are work-
ing in their field of study or chosen field: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates Lock Haven University 
of Pennsylvania for 140 years of excellence in 
higher education. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. CHU) and the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I request 5 

legislative days during which Members 
may revise and extend and insert ex-
traneous material on House Resolution 
1198 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of House Reso-

lution 1198, which celebrates Lock 
Haven University of Pennsylvania for 
140 years of service and leadership. 

Located along the Susquehanna 
River, Lock Haven University of Penn-
sylvania was founded in 1870 as the 
Central State Normal School. By 1983, 
the school joined the Pennsylvania 
State System of Higher Education and 
was renamed Lock Haven University of 
Pennsylvania. 

The University features a gorgeous 
200-acre main campus in central Penn-
sylvania and an additional 13-acre 
branch campus in Clearfield, Pennsyl-
vania, which was established in 1989. 
Lock Haven offers a small college life-
style to over 5,100 undergraduates, 
along with more than 60 undergraduate 
programs and three graduate programs. 

The school has an outstanding ath-
letic program, which offers 10 women’s 
and eight men’s NCAA teams, boasts 13 
Division II championships, and has 
many active club sports teams. Stu-
dents also have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in over 120 clubs, activities, 
and organizations on and off campus. 

Lock Haven demonstrates leadership 
in serving the community and was 
named to the Presidential Honor Roll 
for Community Service in 2009. Every 
year its students perform over 40,000 
hours of community service through 
the Mountain Serve Center, focusing 
on programs for disadvantaged youth. 

This year, Lock Haven will celebrate 
140 years of broadening the minds and 
horizons of its students, and it will 
mark a significant milestone in the 
University’s history. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I express 
my support for Lock Haven University 
of Pennsylvania and thank Representa-

tive THOMPSON for bringing this bill 
forward. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in support of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 1198, congratu-
lating Lock Haven University of Penn-
sylvania for 140 years of excellence in 
higher education. 

On the banks of the Susquehanna 
River in central Pennsylvania is a uni-
versity where students receive excel-
lent career preparation, develop life-
long friendships, and never feel like 
they are just another number. Lock 
Haven University prides itself on hav-
ing a small college lifestyle with a big 
university education. With an enroll-
ment of 5,000 students, classes are stu-
dent centered and there are unlimited 
opportunities to be become involved. 

Lock Haven University was founded 
in 1870 as the Central State Normal 
School. By 1927, it was known as the 
State Teachers College of Lock Haven; 
and in 1960 the name was changed to 
Lock Haven State College. In 1983, the 
school joined with the Pennsylvania 
State System of Higher Education and 
became known as Lock Haven Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. The Clearfield 
campus in Clearfield, Pennsylvania, 
was established in 1989. 

LHU has more than 60 undergraduate 
programs and three graduate programs. 
The student-to-faculty ratio is 19:1. Its 
athletics department offers eight wom-
en’s Division II teams as well as seven 
men’s Division II programs. Division I 
men’s wrestling and women’s field 
hockey programs round out the ath-
letic offerings. 

LHU has an outstanding inter-
national mission, offering exchange 
programs on six continents. It has ap-
proximately 580 full-time employees, 
which includes 270 full-time instruc-
tional faculty. 

b 1445 
There are more than 120 clubs, activi-

ties and organizations on campus. And 
it is also one of the few public institu-
tions in the United States to require 
laptop computers of freshmen and 
transfer students. The requirement is 
complemented by a wireless tech-
nology infrastructure that will encom-
pass virtually the entire campus in the 
near future. 

LHU’s students have numerous op-
portunities to learn outside of the 
classroom through internships and 
field placement. In addition, LHU stu-
dents can study abroad a semester in 
England, France, Japan, Australia or 
one of 24 other countries. Armed with 
the tools to succeed, 97 percent of re-
cent graduates are either employed or 
continuing their education. 

Today, we honor Lock Haven Univer-
sity for 140 years of excellence in high-

er education. Congratulations to its 
president, Dr. Keith Miller, and the 
faculty of one of the most noble en-
deavors, preparing future leaders for 
every sector of our society. I would 
also like to congratulate the students 
and staff as well. 

I support this resolution, and ask my 
colleagues to do the same. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. CHU. I urge passage of House 

Resolution 1198, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
CHU) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 
1198, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMEMBERING VICTIMS OF 
OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
1206) remembering the victims of the 
attack on the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
and supporting the goals and ideals of 
the National Week of Hope, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1206 

Whereas, on April 19, 1995, at 9:02 a.m., a 
terrorist detonated a truck bomb at the Al-
fred P. Murrah Federal Building in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma; 

Whereas this was one of the worst terrorist 
attacks ever to occur on United States soil, 
taking the lives of 168 people and injuring 
more than 850 others, many of them United 
States Government employees who worked 
in the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building; 

Whereas this cowardly act of domestic ter-
rorism directly affected thousands of fami-
lies and horrified millions of people across 
the State of Oklahoma and the United 
States; 

Whereas the people of Oklahoma and the 
United States responded to this tragedy 
through the remarkable efforts of local, 
State, and Federal law enforcement per-
sonnel, firefighters, search and rescue teams, 
public and private medical personnel, other 
emergency services personnel, and thousands 
of volunteers from the community who saved 
lives, assisted the injured and wounded, com-
forted the bereaved, and provided meals and 
support to those who came to Oklahoma City 
to offer assistance; 

Whereas this courageous response set what 
has come to be known as the ‘‘Oklahoma 
Standard’’, which was later emulated by 
many Americans following the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001; 

Whereas, following the 1995 attack, the 
people of Oklahoma and the United States 
pledged to build and maintain a permanent 
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national memorial to remember those who 
were killed, those who survived, and those 
changed forever; 

Whereas this pledge was fulfilled by estab-
lishing the Oklahoma City National Memo-
rial, which draws hundreds of thousands of 
visitors from around the world every year to 
the site of the attack; 

Whereas the inscription on the wall of the 
Oklahoma City National Memorial reads: 
‘‘We come here to remember those who were 
killed, those who survived, and those 
changed forever. May all who leave here 
know the impact of violence. May this me-
morial offer comfort, strength, peace, hope, 
and serenity.’’; 

Whereas the National Memorial Institute 
for the Prevention of Terrorism was estab-
lished to educate the Nation’s emergency re-
sponders about preventing and mitigating 
the effects of terrorist attacks; 

Whereas the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building has been replaced with a new, safe, 
secure, and functional Federal building in 
downtown Oklahoma City that houses many 
of the offices once housed in the Murrah 
Building, sending a message that the people 
and Government of the United States will 
not be cowed by terrorists; and 

Whereas the 15th anniversary of the ter-
rorist bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Fed-
eral Building is April 19, 2010: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) joins with the people of the United 
States in sending best wishes and prayers to 
the families, friends, and neighbors of the 168 
people killed in the terrorist bombing of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma; and 

(2) sends its best wishes and prayers to 
those injured in the bombing and expresses 
gratitude to the thousands of first respond-
ers, rescue workers, medical personnel, and 
volunteers from the community and across 
the Nation who answered the call for help on 
the morning of the attack and in the days 
and weeks thereafter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend 
Congresswoman MARY FALLIN and our 
colleagues from Oklahoma for intro-
ducing this resolution. This resolution 
commemorates the lives of the Federal 
employees and other victims of this 
savage terrorist attack and reminds us 
of the ongoing terrorist threat in our 
borders. 

House Resolution 1206 was introduced 
by the gentlewoman from Oklahoma, 

Representative MARY FALLIN, on 
March 23 of this year and was referred 
to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. It comes to the 
floor today with the bipartisan support 
of over 50 cosponsors. 

Over the last year, we’ve witnessed a 
rise in violent rhetoric by extremist 
groups in America. In the most recent 
incident, Andrew Joseph Stack inten-
tionally crashed his small plane into a 
Federal building in Austin, Texas, that 
included offices of the Internal Rev-
enue Service, among others. 

According to the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, there have been over 75 
violent attacks by domestic terrorists 
since 1995, Mr. Speaker. The resolution 
before us today is especially poignant 
because it is but the most destructive 
example of a recent frightening trend 
in domestic terrorism, that is to say, 
the incident in Oklahoma City. 

At 9:02 a.m. on April 19, 1995, Tim-
othy McVeigh and Terry Nichols used a 
truck full of explosives to attack the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in 
Oklahoma City. Their vicious attack, 
conducted at a time when most of the 
building’s employees were at work and 
their children at a day care center, 
killed 168 people and wounded 850 oth-
ers. The explosion was so powerful it 
reduced much of the building to rubble 
and damaged at least six adjacent 
buildings, including an apartment 
building, a church, and a YMCA. Some 
of the victims of the Murrah Federal 
Building were children who were in the 
day care center for building employees. 

McVeigh and Nichols appear to have 
been motivated by similar anti-govern-
ment ideology as the dozens of domes-
tic terrorist who have attacked Amer-
ica in 15 years subsequent to that 
bombing. 

Seven emergency response crews re-
sponded to the attack after receiving a 
call reporting it in at 9:03 a.m., with 
Fire Station One’s crew arriving first 
at the scene. Oklahoma City’s police 
force set up an incident command sys-
tem to manage a massive search and 
rescue operation. Average citizens, as 
well as the Civil Air Patrol, American 
Red Cross, and other organizations as-
sisted with responses to the attack. 

After the attack, Oklahomans and 
other Americans responded with gen-
erous offers of assistance. Immediately 
after McVeigh detonated the explosives 
in the truck, many bystanders ran to 
the building to try to save people who 
were still in it. Oklahoma City res-
taurant owners gave first responders 
free meals. Blood drives were so over-
whelmed with volunteers that long 
lines forced the city to ask blood do-
nors to wait for the next drive. 

Workers actually left their boots on- 
site after response crews ran out of 
work boots. This collective sacrifice 
and outpouring of support earned the 
moniker ‘‘Oklahoma Standard,’’ which 
describes an extraordinary, sponta-

neous outpouring of community sup-
port in times of tragedy. 

Thank you again, Congresswoman 
FALLIN, our colleague, for introducing 
this legislation which I’m a proud co-
sponsor of. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 1206, remembering 
the victims of the attack on the Alfred 
P. Murrah Federal Building in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma. 

Fifteen years ago, domestic terror-
ists set off a truck bomb in front of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in 
Oklahoma City in what would become 
one of the worst terrorist attacks to 
happen on American soil. In a matter 
of moments, the lives of 168 people, in-
cluding 19 children, were cruelly 
brought to an end. In the aftermath, we 
learned that more than 850 people were 
injured, and 30 children were orphaned; 
219 children lost at least one parent in 
the tragedy. 

To those there, it seemed as if no one 
in Oklahoma escaped unscathed. In-
deed, it has been said that ‘‘at 9:02 a.m. 
on April 19, 1995, every American be-
came an Oklahoman.’’ The outpouring 
of support for the people of Oklahoma 
in the hours, days, weeks and months 
following this attack revealed the 
depth of character of the citizens of 
this great Nation. 

Many of those killed and injured 
were Federal employees or the families 
of Federal employees. It is important 
that we take time to remember the 
civil servants who served our country 
honorably and perished in this tragedy. 
All of these employees’ service to our 
country deserve recognition and dis-
tinction. 

I want to extend my sincerest grati-
tude to local, State and Federal law en-
forcement, firefighters and emergency 
response teams from Oklahoma and 
across the United States; the service-
men and -women, the medical per-
sonnel, and the thousands of volunteers 
who donated their time to help save 
lives and assist the injured and provide 
meals to those that came to help the 
people of Oklahoma. Without these 
brave men and women, countless more 
lives may have been lost that day. 

Oklahomans have demonstrated the 
depth of their own character by re-
building in the wake of the bombing. 
This tragedy could have devastated the 
future of Oklahoma City; but in the 15 
years since the bombing, the city and 
all Oklahomans have undergone pro-
found healing. I commend them for 
their strength and for the continued 
commitment to triumph over such 
senseless violence, and I stand with 
them as they persevere. 

Rather than allowing fear to hinder 
them, the people of Oklahoma City de-
termined to continue the city’s growth 
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while keeping alive the memory of 
those lost. 

Nowhere is that determination more 
beautifully exhibited than at the Okla-
homa City National Memorial and Mu-
seum. This facility has attracted hun-
dreds of thousands of visitors from all 
over the world each year since its open-
ing. It serves as a reminder of not only 
the tragic event that took place 15 
years ago, but also the way that all 
Americans came together to pick up 
the pieces and move on. It provides 
Oklahomans and all Americans with a 
sense of hope that we truly are able to 
rise from the ashes of terrorism and 
come out a stronger community and 
Nation. 

The Memorial Institute for the Pre-
vention of Terrorism was also created 
to help educate the Nation’s emergency 
responders and law enforcement about 
preventing and mitigating the effects 
of terrorist attacks. 

Before I close, I will quote the in-
scription on the wall of the memorial 
which sums up the lessons learned from 
this senseless tragedy. It reads: ‘‘We 
come here to remember those who were 
killed, those who survived, and those 
who changed forever. May all who 
leave here know the impact of vio-
lence. May this memorial offer com-
fort, strength, peace, hope and seren-
ity.’’ 

As we near the 15th anniversary of 
the bombing of the Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City, I hope we 
will keep those impacted by this in our 
minds and heed these important words. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this 
resolution, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I think this speaks 
volumes about what we are as a Na-
tion. We’re not a Nation of political 
parties. We’re all Americans, and we 
come together in a tragedy like this to 
help heal. And I extend my condolences 
from the great State of Tennessee to 
Oklahoma. And I thank my friend from 
Virginia here today for helping us com-
memorate this. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I thank 

my friend from Tennessee for his kind 
words. And now I am pleased to recog-
nize our colleague and friend from Min-
nesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM) for 4 minutes. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to remember the victims of the 
1995 terrorist attack on Oklahoma City 
that killed 168 people. This act of ter-
rorism was committed by a man who 
viewed the Federal Government as 
such a threat it justified mass murder. 

I applaud my colleague from Okla-
homa for her resolution because it 
serves as a reminder that right-wing 
anti-government extremist groups are 
on the rise today. Only 2 weeks ago, 
members of a so-called Christian mili-
tia in Michigan were arrested by the 
FBI for plotting to kill law enforce-
ment officers in the hopes of inciting 
an anti-government uprising. 

A national civil rights organization 
has documented a growing number of 
hate groups in America and states they 
are ‘‘driven largely by an angry back-
lash against non-white immigration, 
economic meltdown and the climb to 
power of an African American Presi-
dent.’’ In one word: racism. 

Mark Potok of the Southern Poverty 
Law Center states: ‘‘Individuals associ-
ated with the Patriot movement during 
its heydays in the 1990s produced an 
enormous amount of violence, most 
dramatically the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing.’’ 

Today Mr. Potok states: ‘‘As the 
movement has exploded, so has the 
reaches of its ideas, aided and abetted 
by commentators and politicians.’’ 

Only last month a Fox News media 
commentator, with Members of Con-
gress next to him, rallied a tea party 
crowd by disparaging Congress and 
calling the crowd ‘‘all these Tim 
McVeigh wannabes here.’’ To that, the 
crowds cheered and applauded. 

When Members of Congress compare 
health care legislation to ‘‘government 
tyranny,’’ ‘‘socialism’’ or ‘‘totali-
tarianism’’ in the hopes of scoring po-
litical points, it’s like pouring gas on 
the fire of extremism. 

Members of this House, Democrats 
and Republicans, have a duty and obli-
gation to end the dangerous name-call-
ing that can only inspire extremist mi-
litias and phony patriots. In the most 
free, prosperous and greatest democ-
racy on Earth, it is time to return to 
civil, decent debate of public policy. 

I don’t want another ‘‘Oklahoma 
City’’ to ever take place again. And 
just as we would not give aid and com-
fort to al Qaeda, let us not allow the 
words of elected leaders to give com-
fort and comfortable excuses to ex-
tremists bent on violence. Words have 
power for both good and evil, and I im-
plore my colleagues to temper their 
rhetoric and not allow the words of a 
Member of Congress to ever be used by 
a violent militia or phony, hate-filled 
patriot to cause violence. 

The victims of the Oklahoma City 
bombing were women at work, men in 
line for government services, and chil-
dren in a day care center. And these 
families were torn apart, and they 
struggle to heal. A community was 
devastated, but it is again filled with 
hope and memories. 

And I hope with this resolution every 
Member of Congress will reflect upon 
the victims of Oklahoma City, as well 
as our duty as elected leaders in a 
proud and free country. 

[From the Southern Poverty Law Center, 
Apr. 2010] 

RAGE ON THE RIGHT—THE YEAR IN HATE AND 
EXTREMISM 

(By Mark Potok) 
The radical right caught fire last year, as 

broad-based populist anger at political, de-
mographic and economic changes in America 
ignited an explosion of new extremist groups 
and activism across the nation. 

Hate groups stayed at record levels—al-
most 1,000—despite the total collapse of the 
second largest neo-Nazi group in America. 
Furious anti-immigrant vigilante groups 
soared by nearly 80%, adding some 136 new 
groups during 2009. And, most remarkably of 
all, so-called ‘‘Patriot’’ groups—militias and 
other organizations that see the federal gov-
ernment as part of a plot to impose ‘‘one- 
world government’’ on liberty-loving Ameri-
cans—came roaring back after years out of 
the limelight. 

The anger seething across the American 
political landscape—over racial changes in 
the population, soaring public debt and the 
terrible economy, the bailouts of bankers 
and other elites, and an array of initiatives 
by the relatively liberal Obama Administra-
tion that are seen as ‘‘socialist’’ or even 
‘‘fascist’’—goes beyond the radical right. The 
‘‘tea parties’’ and similar groups that have 
sprung up in recent months cannot fairly be 
considered extremist groups, but they are 
shot through with rich veins of radical ideas, 
conspiracy theories and racism. 

‘‘We are in the midst of one of the most 
significant right-wing populist rebellions in 
United States history,’’ Chip Berlet, a vet-
eran analyst of the American radical right, 
wrote earlier this year. ‘‘We see around us a 
series of overlapping social and political 
movements populated by people [who are] 
angry, resentful, and full of anxiety. They 
are raging against the machinery of the fed-
eral bureaucracy and liberal government 
programs and policies including health care, 
reform of immigration and labor laws, abor-
tion, and gay marriage.’’ 

Sixty-one percent of Americans believe the 
country is in decline, according to a recent 
NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll. Just a 
quarter think the government can be trust-
ed. And the anti-tax tea party movement is 
viewed in much more positive terms than ei-
ther the Democratic or Republican parties, 
the poll found. 

The signs of growing radicalization are ev-
erywhere. Armed men have come to Obama 
speeches bearing signs suggesting that the 
‘‘tree of liberty’’ needs to be ‘‘watered’’ with 
‘‘the blood of tyrants.’’ The Conservative Po-
litical Action Conference held this February 
was co-sponsored by groups like the John 
Birch Society, which believes President Ei-
senhower was a Communist agent, and Oath 
Keepers, a Patriot outfit formed last year 
that suggests, in thinly veiled language, that 
the government has secret plans to declare 
martial law and intern patriotic Americans 
in concentration camps. Politicians pan-
dering to the antigovernment right in 37 
states have introduced ‘‘Tenth Amendment 
Resolutions,’’ based on the constitutional 
provision keeping all powers not explicitly 
given to the federal government with the 
states. And, at the ‘‘A Well Regulated Mili-
tia’’ website, a recent discussion of how to 
build ‘‘clandestine safe houses’’ to stay clear 
of the federal government included a con-
versation about how mass murderers like 
Timothy McVeigh and Olympics bomber Eric 
Rudolph were supposedly betrayed at such 
houses. 

DOING THE NUMBERS 
The number of hate groups in America has 

been going up for years, rising 54% between 
2000 and 2008 and driven largely by an angry 
backlash against non-white immigration 
and, starting in the last year of that period, 
the economic meltdown and the climb to 
power of an African American president. 

According to the latest annual count by 
the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), 
these groups rose again slightly in 2009— 
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from 926 in 2008 to 932 last year—despite the 
demise of a key neo-Nazi group. The Amer-
ican National Socialist Workers Party, 
which had 35 chapters in 28 states, imploded 
shortly after the October 2008 arrest of 
founder Bill White for making threats 
against his enemies. 

At the same time, the number of what the 
SPLC designates as ‘‘nativist extremist’’ 
groups—organizations that go beyond mere 
advocacy of restrictive immigration policy 
to actually confront or harass suspected im-
migrants—jumped from 173 groups in 2008 to 
309 last year. Virtually all of these vigilante 
groups have appeared since the spring of 
2005. 

But the most dramatic story by far has 
been with the antigovernment Patriots. 

The militias and the larger Patriot move-
ment first came to Americans’ attention in 
the mid–1990s, when they appeared as an 
angry reaction to what was seen as a tyran-
nical government bent on crushing all dis-
sent. Sparked most dramatically by the 
death of 76 Branch Davidians during a 1993 
law enforcement siege in Waco, Texas, those 
who joined the militias also railed against 
the Democratic Clinton Administration and 
initiatives like gun control and environ-
mental regulation. Although the Patriot 
movement included people formerly associ-
ated with racially based hate groups, it was 
above all animated by a view of the federal 
government as the primary enemy, along 
with a fondness for antigovernment con-
spiracy theories. By early this decade, the 
groups had largely disappeared from public 
view. 

But last year, as noted in the SPLC’s Au-
gust report, ‘‘The Second Wave: Return of 
the Militias,’’ a dramatic resurgence in the 
Patriot movement and its paramilitary 
wing, the militias, began. Now, the latest 
SPLC count finds that an astonishing 363 
new Patriot groups appeared in 2009, with the 
totals going from 149 groups (including 42 
militias) to 512 (127 of them militias)—a 244% 
jump. 

That is cause for grave concern. Individ-
uals associated with the Patriot movement 
during its 1990s heyday produced an enor-
mous amount of violence, most dramatically 
the Oklahoma City bombing that left 168 
people dead. 

Already there are signs of similar violence 
emanating from the radical right. Since the 
installation of Barack Obama, right-wing ex-
tremists have murdered six law enforcement 
officers. Racist skinheads and others have 
been arrested in alleged plots to assassinate 
the nation’s first black president. One man 
from Brockton, Mass.—who told police he 
had learned on white supremacist websites 
that a genocide was under way against 
whites—is charged with murdering two black 
people and planning to kill as many Jews as 
possible on the day after Obama’s inaugura-
tion. Most recently, a rash of individuals 
with antigovernment, survivalist or racist 
views have been arrested in a series of bomb 
cases. 

As the movement has exploded, so has the 
reach of its ideas, aided and abetted by com-
mentators and politicians in the ostensible 
mainstream. While in the 1990s, the move-
ment got good reviews from a few lawmakers 
and talk-radio hosts, some of its central 
ideas today are being plugged by people with 
far larger audiences like FOX News’ Glenn 
Beck and U.S. Rep. Michele Bachmann (R- 
Minn). Beck, for instance, re-popularized a 
key Patriot conspiracy theory—the charge 
that FEMA is secretly running concentra-
tion camps—before finally ‘‘debunking’’ it. 

Last year also experienced levels of cross- 
pollination between different sectors of the 
radical right not seen in years. Nativist ac-
tivists increasingly adopted the ideas of the 
Patriots; racist rants against Obama and 
others coursed through the Patriot move-
ment; and conspiracy theories involving the 
government appeared in all kinds of right- 
wing venues. A good example is the upcom-
ing Second Amendment March in Wash-
ington, D.C. The website promoting the 
march is topped by a picture of a colonial 
militiaman, and key supporters include 
Larry Pratt, a long-time militia enthusiast 
with connections to white supremacists, and 
Richard Mack, a conspiracy-mongering 
former sheriff associated with the Patriot 
group Oath Keepers. 

What may be most noteworthy about the 
march, however, is its date—April 19. That is 
the date of the first shots fired at Lexington 
in the Revolutionary War. And it is also the 
anniversary of the fiery end of the govern-
ment siege in Waco and the 1995 Oklahoma 
City bombing. 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I again offer my deepest sym-
pathies to the victims of the attack on 
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building, 
as well as to the families and friends of 
those victims. Fifteen years later, we 
remember and mourn their tragic loss. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor 
of H. Res. 1206. 

Ms. FALLIN. Mr. Speaker, fifteen years ago 
next Monday, America was shocked and sad-
dened by a murderous attack in our heartland. 
168 Oklahomans died and hundreds others in-
jured when a homegrown terrorist detonated a 
bomb outside the Oklahoma City Federal 
Building. 

Today I offer a resolution to commemorate 
that tragedy, but it is also a resolution of hope. 

On April 19, 1995, Oklahoma City, the State 
of Oklahoma and our Nation saw the face of 
evil. But rather than cower in fear we came to-
gether. From the very first moments after the 
blast, neighbors rushed forward to help neigh-
bors. They lined up around the block to give 
blood. They became volunteer rescuers—and 
one, a nurse, gave her life in that effort. 

As our wounds began to heal, we vowed al-
ways to remember those we lost, those who 
were injured and those who were changed for-
ever. Five years after the bombing, in 2000, a 
beautiful and peaceful outdoor memorial was 
dedicated on the same block that was once 
marked by blood and tears. 

That memorial includes 168 empty chairs in 
memory of those who died—19 of them chil-
dren. It contains a reflecting pool and a tough 
old tree that survived the blast. We call it the 
Survivor Tree, and it is the emblem of our me-
morial. 

A year later, we added a museum where 
visitors come each day to learn more about 
the bombing, and to absorb the lesson that in 
our free Nation, free speech is honorable, but 
violence is not. 

Those are the physical symbols of hope. 
There are others just as vital. Dozens of chil-
dren lost one or more parent in the bombing, 
or were themselves injured. Today a special 
fund is sending some of those children to col-
lege. 

And each year, as we will next Monday, we 
gather again at the Oklahoma City National 
Memorial to pause for 168 seconds of silence, 

to honor memories, to see old friends with 
whom we share an unbreakable bond forged 
of both tragedy and hope. And we also come 
to renew that vow we made in 1995—we will 
never forget. 

Fifteen years ago this Congress and the 
Clinton administration stepped forward to bring 
the help and the justice the events of that day 
demanded. Subsequent laws made it easier to 
prosecute terrorists and bring them to final jus-
tice. 

This resolution continues the commitment of 
this Congress to stand with and for Oklahoma 
City. In memory of all those touched by the 
events of April 19, 1995, I urge its unanimous 
passage.’’ 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, at 9:02 a.m. on 
the morning of April 19th, 1995, a truck bomb 
detonated outside the Alfred P. Murrah Fed-
eral Building in downtown Oklahoma City kill-
ing 168 individuals—all of them unsuspecting 
women, children, and men—thereby becoming 
one of the most abhorrent acts of violence 
ever undertaken against the American people. 
Fifteen years after the bombing, we recognize 
on this day—April 19th, 2010—all those both 
in Oklahoma and across the United States 
who were touched by this inexplicable articula-
tion of violence, violence which signaled an ir-
revocable act of domestic terrorism. Our recol-
lections of that nascent dawn are con-
sequently entombed within these words as a 
small yet vital elegy to the mid-April daylight a 
decade and a half ago when our world ex-
ploded. 

We cannot and we must not allow the 
events from 15 years past to lapse in our 
memories. The actions of that day still scar 
the surrounding landscape like the ghosts of 
an enduring trauma, latent but ever present 
behind the unyielding advances of time. Within 
a 16-block radius of the blast site where 850 
individuals were injured, where 19 of the 168 
killed were under the age of 6, where 324 
structures were either damaged or destroyed, 
where 86 cars were utterly incinerated and 
where the window panes of 258 buildings 
were thoroughly shattered, the scorched earth 
campaign of Tim McVeigh and Terry Nichols 
permanently impacted not only the existence 
of each and every Oklahoman but of all Amer-
icans. Yet, the remarkable efforts of local, 
State, and Federal law enforcement, fire and 
emergency services, search and rescue teams 
from near and far, medical personnel both 
public and private, as well as vast numbers of 
volunteers who willingly endangered them-
selves to save others, assist the injured, sup-
port the grieving, and provide amenities to 
those endangered or otherwise altered by this 
act of terrorism all attest to the irrepressible 
character of Oklahoma and of America as a 
whole. 

Today, after the chaos of tragedy unex-
pected, after the initial anguish of the moment, 
after the exposure of a malice which rocked 
us to our very core, the Oklahoma City Na-
tional Memorial stands resilient in the down-
town area as a sobering reminder of the at-
tack on America’s heartland 15 years pre-
vious. The memorial itself—set on the grounds 
of the incendiary assault, in the solitary shad-
ow of an elm known as the Survivor Tree— 
bears the following inscription: ‘‘We come here 
to remember those who were killed, those who 
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survived and those changed forever. May all 
who leave here know the impact of violence. 
May this memorial offer comfort, strength, 
peace, hope and serenity.’’ And, may we as 
Americans, never permit ourselves to forget 
the pilfered vitality those 168 empty chairs sig-
nify, especially the 16 smaller seats—each 
one a life, literally in its infancy, extinguished 
by the unmitigated cruelty of a terrorist plot 
planted and brought to fruition on American 
soil. 

Moreover, we cannot dismiss the somber 
relevance the beloved departed lend to the 
grievous affairs of that morning. We cannot 
dismiss the 580 injured. Nor can we dismiss 
the countless number of volunteers from every 
corner of this country who came from near 
and far to aid in Oklahoma City’s continued re-
covery. April 19th must remain firmly in our 
minds as the day America was altered perma-
nently, as the day I urge us to recognize and 
to never forget. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of H. Res. 1206, ‘‘Re-
membering the victims of the attack on the Al-
fred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, and supporting the goals and 
ideals of the National Week of Hope.’’ 

Let me begin by thanking my colleague 
Representative MARY FALLIN for introducing 
this important piece of legislation into the 
House of Representatives as it is important 
that we always remember the men, women 
and children who lost their lives in the tragic 
bombing of the Oklahoma City Federal Build-
ing. I would also like to recognize Congress-
woman FALLIN for her bravery and leadership 
in the aftermath of the 1995 Oklahoma City 
bombing. 

Just four months after taking her initial oath 
of office as Lieutenant Governor of Oklahoma, 
Representative FALLIN was faced with this hor-
rible attack. Through her courage and dedica-
tion to the people of Oklahoma however, Rep-
resentative FALLIN successfully worked toward 
the recovery and reconstruction of ground- 
zero and also formed a task force to rebuild 
the childcare center lost in the disaster. 

In one of the most shocking and horrifying 
terrorist attacks ever directed against the 
United States homeland, the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
was bombed by homegrown terrorist Timothy 
McVeigh, leading to the deaths of over one- 
hundred citizens and Federal employees. 

Timothy McVeigh detonated his homemade 
bomb in front of the Federal building on the 
morning of April 19, 1995, just as employees 
and citizens were arriving at work for the day. 
The large explosion took the lives of 168 peo-
ple and injured more than 850 others in the 
area around ground-zero. 

I deplore in the strongest terms possible this 
cowardly act of terrorism against the men, 
women and children in a Federal building. 
This type of senseless violence is not wel-
come in our democratic society and we must 
work to see that this type of action is never al-
lowed to take place again. 

I would especially like to recognize the fine 
men and women of the police, fire department 
and other first responders who provided imme-
diate assistance in the aftermath of the bomb-
ing. Because of their courageous actions that 
day, many lives were able to be saved. 

As the Chairwoman of the Subcommittee on 
Transportation Security and Infrastructure pro-
tection I have consistently worked towards in-
creasing the security in and around Federal 
buildings most notably through my sponsor-
ship of H.R. 3225. I introduced H.R. 3225 right 
after 9/11 and pushed for the implementation 
of a uniform Federal alert standard that would 
go into effect in the event of an emergency or 
threat against a Federal or private facility. 

We must always ensure that the safety of 
the American people remains our top priority. 
Furthermore it is vitally important that we con-
tinue to work together to protect Federal infra-
structure from future attack. Through the pas-
sage of this bill, we will help to ensure that the 
horrible bombing on the Oklahoma City Fed-
eral building, and those lost in the attack are 
never forgotten. We will also ensure that a 
strong emphasis is put on the protection of 
Federal infrastructure across the nation and 
across the globe. 

I would like to again thank my colleague 
Representative MARY FALLIN for introducing H. 
Res. 1206. I ask my colleagues for their sup-
port of this legislation as well as their contin-
ued support for the families of those lost in the 
Oklahoma City Bombing and other acts of ter-
rorism. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support H. Res. 
1206. 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1206, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘Resolution remembering the victims 
of the attack on the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 3 p.m.), the House 
stood in recess until approximately 6:30 
p.m. 

f 

b 1831 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. HALVORSON) at 6 o’clock 
and 31 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 

will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

House Resolution 1222, by the yeas 
and nays; 

House Resolution 1041, by the yeas 
and nays; 

House Resolution 1042, by the yeas 
and nays. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

SUPPORTING NATIONAL LIBRARY 
WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1222, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
CHU) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 
1222. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 397, nays 0, 
not voting 32, as follows: 

[Roll No. 196] 

YEAS—397 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Adler (NJ) 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Austria 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bartlett 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Boccieri 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Bright 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 

Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp 
Cantor 
Cao 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson (IN) 
Cassidy 
Castle 
Castor (FL) 
Chandler 
Childers 
Chu 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman (CO) 
Cohen 
Cole 
Conaway 
Connolly (VA) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Dahlkemper 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 

Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly (IN) 
Doyle 
Dreier 
Driehaus 
Duncan 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Flake 
Fleming 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Garamendi 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gingrey (GA) 
Goodlatte 
Gordon (TN) 
Granger 
Graves 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Guthrie 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Halvorson 
Hare 
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