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Communist era; Jerzy Szmajdzinski, 
the Deputy Speaker of Poland’s Par-
liament; Aleksander Szczyglo, the head 
of the National Security Bureau; 
Adrrzej Kremer, the Deputy Minister of 
foreign affairs; Franciszek Gagor, the 
Army Chief of Staff; along with the 
president of Poland’s National Bank, 
and a host of other public servants, in-
cluding Anna Walentynowicz, the brave 
worker and opposition activist whose 
dismissal at the Gdansk shipyard in 
1980 started the strike that led to the 
formation of solidarity. 

All modern leaders of the Polish na-
tion, they were mothers and fathers, 
brothers and sisters, sons and daugh-
ters, proud Poles all, now lost to this 
life but not to history. 

But yet again, the Katyn forest em-
braces the collective tragedy of Po-
land’s precious leaders. In the most 
morbid of ironies, the doomed plane 
was flying to Russia to commemorate 
the 70th anniversary of the Katyn mas-
sacre, when more than 22,000 Polish of-
ficers and leaders were murdered at the 
hands of Joseph Stalin and the Soviet 
Army in and around that forest during 
World War II. Their bodies were buried 
and the truth hidden for seven decades. 
That is the truth of their slaughter. 
That history still must be made whole. 

As the former President of Poland, 
Lech Walesa, stated, the crash marked 
‘‘the second disaster after Katyn. They 
wanted to cut off our head there, and 
here the flower of our nation has al-
ready perished,’’ he said, 

‘‘Buttons,’’ a poem by Polish poet 
Zbigniew Herbert, written in memo-
riam of the Katyn massacre, contains 
one stanza which captures this modern- 
day tragedy as it does this Polish trag-
edy of 70 years ago for which it was 
originally penned. 

‘‘When only the metal buttons of the 
soldiers remain as they work their way 
to the Earth’s surface from below, after 
decades where history has been 
masked. Now again a bird flew over, a 
cloud is passing, a leaf is dropping, a 
mallow grows, heavens above are filled 
with silence; the Katyn forest smokes 
with fog.’’ 

However, as the smoke and fog clears 
the Katyn forest this time, Poland will 
stand and prevail as a stable democ-
racy. After this tragedy, Poland again 
will be led by valiant Poles and will 
not be occupied by foreign nations. 

After an unimaginable loss of leader-
ship such as this, a lesser country 
would crumble, but not Poland. As the 
Polish expression reminds us, ‘‘So long 
as we are alive, there will be a Po-
land.’’ 

The nation of Poland is free and 
strong today. Against a backdrop of op-
pression, partition and heartbreak, it 
has emerged as one of the most free-
dom-loving, vibrant countries in Eu-
rope. 

The United States stands in soli-
darity and support of her ally during 

this time of sorrow and mourning. The 
House of Representatives will honor 
the souls who were lost last week and 
remember those who were killed 70 
years ago with a Special Order tomor-
row. 

We extend our condolences to the 
friends and families of those who per-
ished, to the people of Poland, to the 
nation of Poland, and to the people of 
Polish heritage throughout the world. 

This is a terrible catastrophe that 
brings to mind the many tragedies that 
have befallen Poland in the past. Yet, 
as we mourn, we must remember and 
honor what the Polish people have en-
dured and overcome. They will do so 
again. We hold them in highest respect. 
And even through our tears, we can see 
clearly that Poland’s best days are still 
ahead. 
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HONORING TARA SCHIPHOF, 
JUNIOR MISS NORTH CAROLINA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the hard work and dedi-
cation of a young woman I recently 
met back home in North Carolina. Tara 
Schiphof was crowned the 2009/2010 
Junior Miss North Carolina last sum-
mer at the age of 11. 

When I met Tara over the Easter 
break, I was impressed by her poise, in-
telligence, and talent. Tara’s a sixth- 
grader at Chestnut Grove Middle 
School in Stokes County and a student 
at the University of the North Carolina 
School of the Arts in the preparatory 
dance program. 

What impressed me most about Tara 
was that in the midst of her busy life of 
dancing festivals, volunteering and giv-
ing back to her community, she re-
mains dedicated to her studies and 
being a strong positive role model to 
her classmates. 

So not only is Tara an award-winning 
competitive dancer; this sixth-grade 
girl is a real North Carolina role 
model. 

b 2015 
She’s very committed to her studies 

and is an honor student at Chestnut 
Grove. She’s also raised money and vol-
unteered for many organizations, in-
cluding the Masonic Home for Children 
in Oxford, North Carolina, the Stokes 
County Arts Council, and the American 
Heart Association. 

I’m proud to represent a fine citizen 
like Tara. Tara’s family and friends 
should be proud of her hard work and 
accomplishments. I salute her today 
for working so hard at making her life 
about serving others and working in 
her community. 
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TAX CUTS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, 
thank you so very much for the oppor-
tunity to address the House on a rather 
important matter. 

I got a call from my accountant, and 
he said, Are you going to get your tax 
information in so we can actually get 
you filed by the 15th? I said, I will do 
my best. 

So we’re in the process of doing that. 
So I suspect most Americans are also 
thinking seriously about taxes. And 
what I want to talk about tonight and 
share with my colleagues from Wis-
consin, Ohio, and New York is the tax 
issues that have come about over these 
last 15 months. 

I left California this morning to fly 
here to Washington, D.C., and this ses-
sion, and as I picked up the Sac-
ramento Bee, on the front page was a 
headline that said, Tax refunds the 
largest ever, 2,600 and some dollars per 
family in California. I said, Whoa, how 
did that happen? I thought taxes had 
gone up. I looked into it and asked my 
staff to dig out some information, and, 
in fact, taxes have actually gone down 
in a very, very serious way here as a 
result of the stimulus bill that was 
passed. 

Now, one of my, I guess, sad situa-
tions is I wasn’t here to vote for the 
stimulus bill. I was just elected in No-
vember of 2009, so I didn’t have the op-
portunity to really vote for what turns 
out to be one of the largest middle 
class tax cuts in American history. So 
when I arrived here in Washington, I 
asked some of my friends and col-
leagues help me understand and ex-
plain how it came to be that these in-
credible and important tax cuts actu-
ally happened. 

The first thing they said was, Yes, 
the stimulus bill did it. We voted for 
these tax cuts, I think over $300 billion, 
and not one Republican voted for the 
tax cuts. I’m going, That is not true. 
All they talk about is tax cuts. You 
mean they didn’t vote for the tax cuts? 

No. Not one Republican voted for the 
tax cuts. 

I asked my colleague, Dr. KAGEN 
from Wisconsin, to share his insights 
and his perspective on what took place 
with the stimulus bill, which was 14 
months ago. 

Dr. KAGEN. 
Mr. KAGEN. Thank you for yielding 

and thank you for bringing up this sub-
ject about tax cuts. But really the 
American people have to pay attention, 
because they have to ask the question, 
Whose side are you on? Whose side are 
we on, and how did we get into this 
mess? 

We fell into an economic ditch. We 
were driven into it by a number of dif-
ferent factors, but, first and foremost, 
it was a failed economic policy. It was 
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