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organize, mobilize, and galvanize new 
momentum for change. 

That is exactly what Gaylord Nelson 
intended. He knew the power of people 
coming together and what that could 
mean for the air we breathe, the water 
we drink, and the national parks and 
public lands we all cherish. He knew 
that these natural resources connect us 
all and that Earth Day would bring us 
together to protect them. 

I am so grateful to have known Gay-
lord Nelson, and I am proud of the leg-
acy he left behind. As we celebrate the 
40th anniversary of Earth Day, we re-
member the man from Clear Lake who 
came to this body inspired by the beau-
tiful Wisconsin landscape of his child-
hood and in the end made a better 
world for us all. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would 

say to my distinguished friend from 
Wisconsin, I was delighted to hear 
those words about Gaylord Nelson. I 
had the privilege of serving for a term 
with Senator NELSON. He was down-to- 
earth, respected by all in this body, 
and he had a commitment to the envi-
ronment rarely ever matched. The Sen-
ator from Wisconsin has said it far 
more eloquently than I could. But I 
think how fortunate we are that we 
have this Senator from Wisconsin who 
has carried out that commitment to 
the environment, that commitment to 
the best ideals of our government. I 
know our dear, departed friend Gaylord 
Nelson would be so proud to have the 
Senator here representing Wisconsin. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, let 
me thank the Senator from Vermont 
for his kind words, for his remembering 
Gaylord Nelson, and, of course, for the 
incredible legacy of his own for the en-
vironment, coming from one of the 
most beautiful States in this country, 
Vermont. I thank him. 

f 

95TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, we teach 
our children that genocide, wherever it 
occurs, is a crime against humanity 
that must never be tolerated or ig-
nored. That is why it is so important 
for the United States to always recog-
nize genocide for what it is and ac-
knowledge when it takes place. 

Between 1915 and 1923, the Ottoman 
Empire carried out genocide against 
the Armenian people. However, the 
United States has yet to recognize this 
stain on history by its rightful name 
despite an irrefutable body of evidence 
documenting the atrocities. 

Diplomats, members of the military, 
humanitarians, journalists and others 
from the United States and around the 
world saw with their own eyes the de-
portation, starvation, drowning and 
murder of an estimated 1.5 million Ar-

menians. And there are countless testi-
monies from victims who lived to tell 
of their experiences. 

The American Ambassador to the 
Ottoman Empire, Henry Morganthau, 
wrote: 

When the Turkish authorities gave the or-
ders for these deportations, they were mere-
ly giving the death warrant to a whole race; 
they understood this well, and in their con-
versations with me, they made no particular 
attempt to conceal the fact. 

There were great efforts made by 
Americans to relieve the suffering of 
the victims of what would become the 
first genocide of the 20th century. Pow-
erful leaders of industry and govern-
ment did speak out. Schoolchildren and 
poor families contributed mightily to 
try to save lives by donating whatever 
they could. American farmers sent food 
to reduce starvation. 

Yet in the 95 years since the Arme-
nian Genocide began, the word ‘‘geno-
cide’’ has not been used by the United 
States to describe the atrocities car-
ried out against the Armenians. 

The United States has always been a 
beacon to the world—standing up for 
what is right and just. Now is the time 
for the United States to join countries 
such as Argentina, Belgium, Canada, 
Chile, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, 
Lebanon, Lithuania, the Netherlands, 
Poland, Russia, Slovakia, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Uruguay, Venezuela, and 
more than 40 U.S. States and unequivo-
cally affirm the Armenian Genocide. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RITA MCCAFFREY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, a distin-
guished and giving Vermonter will be 
retiring after nearly 40 years of work-
ing on behalf of Vermont’s prisoners 
and former prisoners. Rita Whalen 
McCaffrey is stepping down in May as 
the Executive Director of Dismas of 
Vermont, a residential program that 
helps former prisoners transition and 
reintegrate into society. Opened in 
Burlington in 1986, Dismas of Vermont 
has grown to provide supportive hous-
ing in three homes and three satellite 
apartments in the Burlington and Rut-
land communities, and has served more 
than a thousand men and women in the 
past 25 years. 

Rita has engaged hundreds of 
Vermonters from all walks of life 
through the years to actively partici-
pate in the Mission of Dismas: to rec-
oncile former prisoners with society 
and society with former prisoners 
through participation in a supportive 
family-like community. The Dismas 
model Rita founded in Vermont is pow-
ered by volunteers who cook and share 
the evening meal, choose to live in the 
community with the residents, and 
participate as active board members. 
The act of mutual reconciliation hap-
pens because community members 
come into the home and become a part 
of the Dismas family. 

Rita’s strong commitment to build-
ing and encouraging community sup-
port for former prisoners exemplifies 
the charitable spirit that has made 
Vermont one of the best places in the 
country to live. Her efforts have 
changed the direction of many lives 
and encouraged many to work towards 
reconciliation and respect. By steering 
former prisoners away from crime and 
toward a more constructive path, her 
work has also made the community a 
safer and better place to live. She 
leaves a legacy that is as inspiring as it 
is impressive, and her successor will 
have large shoes to fill. 

As she moves on from a career path 
that began in 1974, I congratulate Rita 
for her invaluable service and leader-
ship and I wish her a happy retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. WILLIAM 
TORTOLANO 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, one of 
my fondest memories of my under-
graduate days at St. Michael’s college 
was getting to know both Dr. William 
Tortolano and his extremely accom-
plished wife Martha. 

I could tell many stories about the 
Tortolanos and the times they were 
also part of the Leahy family. I would 
rather let a story in the Burlington 
Free Press about his retirement after a 
50-year career at St. Michael’s speak 
for me, and I ask unanimous consent 
that it be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Burlington Free Press, April 20, 
2010] 

ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE PROFESSOR DEPARTS 
WITH CONCERT 

(By Matt Sutkoski) 

St. Michael’s College emeritus professor 
William Tortolano has made big, varied con-
tributions to the school in his 50-year career 
there. 

He’s taught humanities and music, di-
rected the chorus, gave and organized count-
less performances, and even designed the 
organ in St. Michael’s chapel. 

So it stands to reason his going-away gift 
to the community is just as varied. 

The free concert at 7:30 p.m. today in the 
chapel will feature his beloved organ, even 
more beloved family members, the Vermont 
Gregorian Chant Schola, the St. Michael’s 
College Chorale and a wide range of musical 
selections. 

Tortolano, 80, is founder and first chair-
man of the St. Michael’s College fine arts de-
partment. He also founded the St. Michael’s 
Chorale and was its director for 28 years. 

Music extends deeply into his personal life. 
He married a musician, his three children 
are accomplished musicians and his grand-
children are headed in the same direction, he 
said. ‘‘They were not forced into it, obvi-
ously. This was something they wanted to 
do,’’ Tortolano said. 

Tonight’s concert will feature two of his 
children, and a grandson, a senior majoring 
in music at Boston College and a cellist. 

Tortolano said he had some experience 
with organ design because he took a course 
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on the subject while at the New England 
Conservatory of Music, and he has always 
been interested in the instrument. 

He designed the organ for the Chapel of St. 
Michael the Archangel with the structure’s 
acoustics in mind. ‘‘It has to fit the acous-
tics, the reverberations. You don’t buy it at 
Walmart or anything,’’ he said. 

He completed the organ’s design in 1962; 
the chapel opened in 1964; and the organ was 
installed in 1966, he said. At the time, it cost 
$13,500, which in today’s dollars would be 
more than $97,000, according to the Con-
sumer Price Index inflation calculator. 
That’s not particularly expensive for a cus-
tom-made organ, he said. 

St. Michael’s College’s student body was 
strictly male when Tortolano joined the fac-
ulty. He was in charge of the chorus, but as 
more women became students, he created a 
new St. Michael’s Chorale in 1970, when the 
college became co-ed and eventually dis-
banded the all-male group. 

Tortolano said the Chorale is among his 
best memories of his career. True, he per-
formed for the Pope, and at Notre Dame, and 
Cambridge University. But he said he takes 
great joy in remaining in touch with past 
Chorale members and attending reunions. 

This semester, Tortolano is teaching hu-
manities, but this will be his last year, and 
the concert is his official retirement. 

He won’t just sit back. ‘‘I feel very good, 
and I keep very busy,’’ he said. He’ll con-
tinue in music; he’ll do workshops and recit-
als. And, Tortolano says, he’ll look back 
fondly at his five decades at St. Michael’s. 

‘‘It’s been a great experience,’’ he said. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JANET KURLAND 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Janet Kurland, a great Bal-
timore social worker, who is being hon-
ored next Monday by the Edward A. 
Myerberg Senior Center. 

For decades, Janet has been a trail-
blazer in policies and practices per-
taining to the elderly and their fami-
lies. Among her many accomplish-
ments, she was instrumental in estab-
lishing the Northwest Senior Center in 
1976, the predecessor to the Myerberg 
Center that honors her today. 

Since first receiving her master of 
social work degree in the early 1960s, 
Janet has set the gold standard for 
practices in gerontology. Her current 
work as the senior care specialist at 
the Jewish Family Services of Balti-
more, a place where she has worked in 
different capacities for over 40 years, is 
just one highlight of what has been an 
outstanding career. 

Janet is a sought-after consultant 
who has developed manuals and train-
ing courses credited with advancing 
best practices that have benefited the 
elderly in housing, life care commu-
nities, and health care facilities. Her 
professional uniqueness lies in her abil-
ity to carefully and compassionately 
assess the dynamics and needs of indi-
viduals and families in order to im-
prove the lives of all senior citizens. 

In 2001, Janet was the first recipient 
of the Daniel Thursz Distinguished 
Service Award from Kehilla, a Balti-
more Jewish communal professionals 
association. She is also recognized by 
her students as an excellent teacher for 
the post-masters course she teaches at 
the University of Maryland School of 
Social Work called ‘‘The Aging Proc-
ess.’’ 

Not only has Janet made in impact 
in Baltimore, but she could easily be 
called a world ambassador for the el-
derly as well. She has traveled exten-
sively in Poland, Russia, Israel, China, 
and Kenya to train social workers and 
to work with elderly populations. She 
is highly engaged in the world around 
her and has proven that compassion 
and care can easily transcend different 
cultures and language barriers. Her be-
lief that elderly people often have an 
untapped internal capacity to live 
more fully than even they themselves 
can imagine continues to be an inspira-
tion for many people around the globe. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating Janet on this award 
and in thanking her for her many years 
of dedicated service to our older popu-
lation. The Edward A. Myerberg Senior 
Center, the Jewish and greater Balti-
more senior community, in fact seniors 
around the world are benefitting from 
Janet Kurland’s expertise and dedica-
tion.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 1:30 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 4360. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs blind rehabilitation 
center in Long Beach, California, as the 
‘‘Major Charles Robert Soltes, Jr., O.D. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Blind Rehabili-
tation Center’’. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5510. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–346, ‘‘Fiscal Year 2010 Bal-
anced Budget and Spending Pressure Control 
Plan Temporary Act of 2010’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–5511. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–349, ‘‘Newborn Safe Haven 
Amendment Act of 2010’’; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–5512. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–350, ‘‘Small Business Sta-
bilization and Job Creation Strategy Amend-
ment Act of 2010’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–5513. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–351, ‘‘Attorney General for the 
District of Columbia Clarification and Elect-
ed Term Amendment Act of 2010’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–5514. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–352, ‘‘Prohibition Against 
Selling Tobacco Products to Minors Amend-
ment Act of 2010’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–5515. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–353, ‘‘Third and H Streets, 
N.E. Economic Development Act of 2010’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5516. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–354, ‘‘Foster Care Youth Iden-
tity Protection Amendment Act of 2010’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5517. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–355, ‘‘Jubilee Housing Resi-
dential Rental Project Real Property Tax 
Exemption Act of 2010’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–5518. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–356, ‘‘Campbell Heights Resi-
dents Real Property Tax Exemption Act of 
2010’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5519. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–357, ‘‘Disposition of the Prop-
erty Formerly Designated as Federal Res-
ervations 129, 130, and 299 Approval Act of 
2010’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5520. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 18–358, ‘‘Old Morgan School 
Place, N.W., Designation Amendment Act of 
2010’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 
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