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Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, 62 years 

ago, Israel declared its independence 
and established a nation founded on 
the principles of justice, freedom, and 
peace. These founding tenets are not 
unlike those on which the United 
States was built, and these mutual be-
liefs spurred a resilient relationship be-
tween Israel and the U.S., a friendship 
of six decades which remains strong 
today. 

The United States was the first Na-
tion to recognize Israel, and with that 
recognition came a promise, a promise 
to help ensure Israel’s security, a 
promise to stand behind the only de-
mocracy in the Middle East, and a 
promise to always uphold Israel’s right 
to exist. On this anniversary let us cel-
ebrate, as the Israeli folk song goes, 
Am Yisrael Chai—the people of Israel 
live—and may they have the land of 
Israel to call home today, tomorrow, 
and always. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, inscribed on the Jefferson 
Memorial is a quotation from Thomas 
Jefferson that reads, in part: ‘‘No man 
shall be compelled to frequent or sup-
port any religious worship or ministry 
or shall otherwise suffer on account of 
his religious opinions or belief, but all 
men shall be free to profess and by ar-
gument to maintain their opinions in 
matter of religion.’’ 

There is nothing about the National 
Day of Prayer that compels anyone to 
support any religious worship or min-
istry. There are no ‘‘prayer police.’’ In 
fact, we who support the National Day 
of Prayer wish it were more successful, 
but in no way do we seek to impose it. 
Yet all men are free to maintain their 
religion through prayer and other 
means. 

What threatens some people about a 
still small moment of silence for con-
templation or a prayer to a higher 
being in whatever form? Nothing about 
the National Day of Prayer requires 
any person to do anything. So I ask 
those who are threatened by this, 
Where is the harm to them? The 
Founding Fathers gave us freedom of 
religion, not freedom from religion. 
The court decision declaring the day 
unconstitutional cannot stand. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my strong support for 
official U.S. recognition of the Arme-

nian genocide. Notable scholars and 
historians who recognize the Armenian 
genocide include the International As-
sociation of Genocide Scholars and the 
Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity 
whose findings are supported by 53 
Nobel Laureates. Yet, in the face of all 
the evidence, Turkey presses on, ex-
porting a legacy of genocide denial, a 
legacy it continues to enforce within 
its own borders. 

Many of my colleagues express sym-
pathy for the genocide victims but are 
hesitant to vote for recognition. Tur-
key’s relentless lobbying campaign, 
which threatens retaliation should the 
U.S. recognize this historical reality, 
has had its intended effect. Some Mem-
bers of Congress worry that recogni-
tion will cause irreparable harm to 
U.S.-Turkish relations and therefore 
undermine the United States’ strategic 
interests. ‘‘It’s just not a good time’’ is 
a common refrain. That excuse is al-
ways available, but it is a wholly inad-
equate excuse. 

For the sake of its core values and in 
true furtherance of its strategic inter-
ests, the United States must take a 
deep breath, look its ally, Turkey, in 
the eye and recognize this tragic epi-
sode of the modern era to be an unam-
biguous fact of history. 

f 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 767 

(Mr. BOCCIERI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOCCIERI. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise in recognition of the recent 60th 
anniversary of the Toastmasters Club 
767 located in Alliance, Ohio, where I 
live. 

The Toastmasters, now an inter-
national club with members in China 
and India, has given some 250,000 Amer-
icans the opportunity to overcome 
their fear of public speaking, become 
better listeners, and gain confidence in 
community relations. Alliance Toast-
masters has given that opportunity to 
people in my community for some 60 
years now, having grown from just four 
members at its inception to now doz-
ens. 

In Alliance, Ohio, and elsewhere, 
there are politicians, administrators 
and teachers who have gained much of 
their confidence and ability to commu-
nicate from their experience in the 
Toastmasters Club; but more than any-
thing Toastmasters presents an oppor-
tunity for people to engage with their 
neighbor, learn from one another, and 
to develop their thoughts about our 
world. 

In an age of 24-hour news, Internet 
surfing and texting, Toastmasters is a 
reminder of just how important it is 
that we maintain face-to-face commu-
nication with one another. I commend 
Alliance Club 767 for helping people in 

my community gain confidence in 
doing just that for 60 memorable years, 
and I thank them for their service to 
our community. 

f 

HONORING JOSHUA MCMACKLE 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, on a number of occasions 
many Members have had to rise to 
speak of a very sad and tragic incident 
that has occurred in their congres-
sional district. Today, sadly, I rise as 
well to speak to the terrible loss of 
Joshua McMackle, a young freshman 
student at Texas Southern University 
in Houston, Texas. 

Meeting his parents and sister, 
Tracy, Moriah, and Bruce McMackle, 
his grandmother and aunt, many of 
whom were in the service of this coun-
try being Federal employees and law 
enforcement employees, it was so sad 
to be able to speak about this senseless 
and untimely death. 

I would say to you that this was a 
fine young man, a freshman who had 
come to Texas Southern University be-
cause of its special and exclusive music 
program. He was a high school grad-
uate of the Randolph-Macon Military 
Academy, and he had traveled around 
the world with his mom and his par-
ents. 

His tragic death occurred as any stu-
dent might have it happen to them. 
Unfortunately, when parents send their 
children away to learn, some person, 
some unfortunate tragic individual 
would take a life by gunfire. And so it 
was for Joshua a week ago Saturday 
when he was with his friends at an 
event that should have been joyous, a 
fun time, a party, which is perfectly all 
right for college students, and along 
came outsiders who attempted, if you 
will, to turn this into the devastating 
tragedy that it was. 

In tribute to Joshua—we memorialize 
him this coming Saturday—but more 
importantly, in tribute to him we will 
say ‘‘Never on our watch again.’’ I join 
with his family and the memorial fund-
ing that they will have to say to young 
people across America, enough is 
enough, and to be able to enforce the 
laws that are necessary, along with the 
freedom that we have, that gets rid of 
those who think it is okay to take a 
senseless life, to beat up a fellow stu-
dent, or to cause the death of someone 
they do not know. 

May this fine young man rest in 
peace. Joshua McMackle, we honor you 
for your contributions to America. 

f 

b 1630 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
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