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did it again in 1956, 1967 and 1973. In fact, 
every time Arab countries sought to destroy 
Israel, they found the Israelis stronger and 
more determined than ever to survive. 

Seeing that the military option wasn’t suc-
cessful, the Arab nations turned toward a dif-
ferent method to try to destroy Israel: ter-
rorism. Through rockets, bus bombings, sui-
cide attacks, hostage crises and the murders 
of countless innocent civilians, Israel has con-
tinued to survive, determined that life will go 
on, as usual, no matter what the obstacle or 
challenge. 

Israel’s enemies have also tried to use the 
United Nations, UN, to delegitimize it. They 
have passed resolutions in the UN equating 
Zionism with racism. They have created entire 
agencies at the UN to highlight Israel’s alleged 
‘‘war crimes.’’ And they have hijacked the UN 
Human Rights Council to push their own rac-
ist, anti-Semitic agenda. 

And despite all of these enemies, Israel has 
demonstrated over and over its desire and 
yearning to live in peace. They willingly gave 
up the Sinai to make peace with Egypt, and 
signed a peace agreement with Jordan in 
1994. They withdrew from Lebanon a decade 
ago and pulled out of Gaza in 2005, all in 
hopes they would find a peace partner on the 
other side. 

But instead, Israel’s offers have been 
spurned, and their adversaries have refused to 
negotiate. Their so-called ‘‘partners’’ say that 
Israel must make unreasonable concessions 
before they will even sit down and negotiate 
with them. When Arab leaders were invited to 
attend a peace conference with Israel, in 
2007, they even refused to walk through the 
same door as Israel’s leaders. 

Through all this, the United States has 
stood by Israel, even in these darkest of 
times. We provided Israel with weapons, with 
technical expertise and a friendship that has 
endured through generation after generation of 
American leadership. The American people 
demand no less: we believe in the Jewish 
people’s right to a homeland, and their right to 
live in peace, as our democratic ally. This po-
sition does not win us friends in the Muslim 
world, but we stand by this position because 
we know it is right. The people of Israel, I 
know, are eternally grateful for this friendship 
and have repaid it with their loyalty throughout 
the years of its existence. 

I am extremely proud of the strong U.S.- 
Israel relationship and I call on the Obama Ad-
ministration to continue this tradition of strong 
U.S. support for Israel. We must focus our at-
tention not on minor irritants in our bilateral re-
lationship, but on bringing the parties together 
to meet face-to-face for negotiations. We can-
not impose any solution on them; only they 
can come up with a negotiated solution that 
strengthens the security for both sides and 
brings about a state for the Palestinian people. 
Only they can bring peace to this region. 

Mr. Speaker, the idea of the State of Israel 
is as audacious today as it was 62 years ago. 
It shows that a group of determined individuals 
can successfully band together and triumph in 
the most difficult of circumstances. It shows 
that David can defeat Goliath, with the proper 
planning, courage and determination. 

I honor and stand in awe of the State of 
Israel on its 62nd birthday. It is an achieve-

ment many people thought would never be 
possible. On this historic day, I call on my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Israel on 
this milestone and in assuring them of U.S. 
support for generations to come. 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize the 62nd anniversary of 
the founding of the State of Israel, our great 
ally and friend. 

Over 60 years ago, Israel’s pioneers began 
to revitalize an ancient land. Today, Israelis 
remain pioneers at heart—pioneers for pros-
perity, democracy and progress. They are 
once again facing challenges in their home-
land with determination and a vision for a bet-
ter future for their children and for their coun-
try. 

But even as we celebrate the founding of 
the State of Israel, we know that while sov-
ereign independence is necessary, it is not 
sufficient—security of the State’s people is 
also of paramount importance. The Jewish 
homeland must be kept safe, surrounded by 
neighbors who respect its right to exist in 
peace. Through sacrifice, ingenuity and inno-
vation, Israel has managed to thrive for 62 
years in a dangerous and unstable region of 
the world. Let us hope that the conflicts that 
have marked the difficult decades since 
Israel’s founding will subside in the years to 
come. 

Indeed, Prime Minister Golda Meir believed 
that one day there would be peace in Israel, 
because there are mothers and grand-
mothers—and let me add fathers and grand-
fathers—in Egypt, in Jordan, in Syria and the 
Palestinian territories who also want their chil-
dren and grandchildren to live in peace. Today 
is an opportunity to both acknowledge history 
and look to the future. I am hopeful that some-
day soon Israel and its neighbors will finally 
find the keys to a peaceful future side-by-side 
in mutual security, and the conflict in the Mid-
dle East becomes relegated to the history 
books. 

I congratulate the State of Israel on its 62nd 
anniversary, and offer my sincere wish for its 
peaceful and productive future. 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to celebrate Israel’s 62nd year 
of nationhood. 

On May 14, 1948, the nation of Israel was 
born. The United States of America was the 
first country to recognize the new state. We 
began a long relationship of trust and friend-
ship, and that holds true today. 

As a co-chair of the Democratic Israel Work-
ing Group I am proud to celebrate America’s 
relationship with Israel and to commemorate 
the founding of our trusted ally. 

As we reflect on the importance of Israel’s 
62 years of existence, I look forward to the 
work our nations will do together and the 
progress we can make towards a lasting 
peace with Israel’s neighbors. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Israel’s 62nd anniversary. 

f 

HONORING ISRAELI 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KLEIN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to support House Concurrent 
Resolution 260 and acknowledge both 
the sacrifices and the celebrations of 
the Israeli people on their Independ-
ence Day, Yom Ha’atzmaut. 

Sixty-two years ago, the founders of 
the Jewish state gathered together in 
Tel Aviv to declare: ‘‘Exiled from the 
land of Israel, the Jewish people re-
main faithful to it in all the countries 
of their dispersion, never ceasing to 
pray and hope for their return and the 
restoration of their national freedom.’’ 

In every turn of Jewish history, ex-
pulsion after expulsion, pogrom after 
pogrom, the vision and the dream of 
the return to Israel would keep the 
Jewish people going. It was this hope 
that fueled the establishment of the 
state of Israel, and through every bat-
tle and every war, the words of the 
Israeli Proclamation of Independence 
continued to hold true. The people of 
Israel’s connection to the land keeps 
them faithful to the ideals of the state 
that was established 62 years ago. 

b 1700 
I feel this commitment every time I 

visit Israel and see the unshakeable 
dedication to improving the Jewish 
homeland. Since its founding 62 years 
ago, Israel has become a modern state, 
a beacon of democracy, and a hub of 
technological advancement. And the 
world has benefited from Israel’s con-
tributions. 

Israel is the world’s largest per cap-
ita user of solar water heaters in their 
homes. Israel will be launching the 
world’s first electric car network 
throughout the country, reducing their 
dependence on foreign oil, and serving 
as a model to the rest of the world. 
Israel’s experience on the front lines of 
terrorism have allowed them to use 
their first responder skills when hu-
manitarian crises occur around the 
world, not just in Israel. Just a few 
months ago, Israel dispatched a team 
to Haiti, setting up a field hospital, de-
livering medical care, and saving lives. 
They were the first ones on the ground. 

Finally, Israel has taken painful 
steps toward peace, making sacrifices, 
sometimes unilaterally, toward the 
goal of reaching an agreement with its 
Arab neighbors. Israelis live under con-
stant threat from Hamas’s barrage of 
rocket attacks from Gaza, from the 
dangerous and genocidal words of a dic-
tator in Iran, from a buildup of weap-
ons on its northern border, from a des-
picable campaign to delegitimize Israel 
on the international stage. 

While the threats against the United 
States and Israel grow and strengthen, 
so too must our joint resolve to con-
front them. I am proud to be a sup-
porter of a strong U.S.-Israel relation-
ship. We are stronger together through 
our friendship. We are safer together 
through our cooperation. And in this 
uncertain world, the United States and 
Israel need each other. 
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On this Israeli Independence Day, I 

acknowledge the brave men and women 
and their families who have sacrificed 
so much for the Jewish homeland, and 
I look forward to the day when Israel 
can celebrate independence in peace 
and security. 

f 

HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT 
ROBERT COLLINS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with a heavy heart and a humble 
spirit that I come today to this Peo-
ple’s House, to this floor of the Peo-
ple’s House to honor an American hero. 

Mr. Speaker, First Lieutenant Rob-
ert Collins answered his Nation’s call 
to duty after graduating from West 
Point Military Academy in 2008. And 
earlier this month he made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on behalf of his fellow 
countrymen. Lieutenant Collins was 
deployed to Iraq only last fall, and was 
based with his unit in the northern 
part of the country. 

Lieutenant Collins recently wrote 
that he was working to improve secu-
rity conditions and the quality of life 
for the Iraqi people. In this year’s na-
tional elections in Iraq, his platoon 
helped provide security for a free and 
fair election process, and I know that 
he took great pride in that. 

He was a man willing and ready to 
serve his country. As a dedicated sol-
dier, he wanted to help spread far and 
wide the same freedom we love and 
cherish here in the United States. 
Lieutenant Collins’ willingness to help 
others came as no surprise to anyone 
who knew him. A native of Tyrone, 
Georgia, and a graduate of Sandy 
Creek High School, he was well re-
spected among his peers. In fact, one 
former classmate wrote that Collins 
‘‘was compassionate and at the same 
time had a great sense of humor that 
could not be matched. Robert would al-
ways be there for people when they 
needed help.’’ 

His parents, Deacon and Sharon, are 
both retired lieutenant colonels. They 
proudly served our Nation, and they 
proudly supported their son’s decision 
to serve our country. While we honor 
Lieutenant Collins, we should also 
think of Deacon and Sharon. Lieuten-
ant Collins was also blessed to have Ni-
cole, his fiancee, and childhood sweet-
heart. 

Last week Lieutenant Collins came 
home to Georgia for the last time, and 
his community came out to honor him. 
From local veterans to ordinary citi-
zens, the procession route was lined 
with people waving American flags and 
paying their great respect to this hero. 
One gentleman summed it up best 
when he said, ‘‘I am a patriot. Anyone 
who gives up their life for my freedom, 
well, this is the least I can do.’’ 

Today I stand here to honor First 
Lieutenant Robert Collins because it 
was the least I could do. He stood for 
me and all Americans by serving and 
sacrificing to our Nation, and he is an 
American hero. I want to thank him 
from me and my family and the genera-
tions to come. And I also want to 
thank his loving parents for the sac-
rifice that they have given to this 
great Nation. 

f 

ISRAEL’S 62ND INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. CHU) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CHU. Sixty-two years ago on 
Monday, the State of Israel was born, 
and on that day many did not believe 
Israel could withstand the impending 
struggle and remain a beacon of hope 
and democracy for the world. Despite 
decades of terror and threats to its ex-
istence, the nation still stands today, 
proud and defiant to those who would 
wish her harm. 

Sixty-two years ago, just minutes 
after David Ben-Gurion announced the 
establishment of a home for the Jewish 
people, the United States was the first 
Nation to recognize its independence. 
Our unwavering support for the secu-
rity and prosperity of Israel continues 
to this day because of the core ideals 
our two countries share, ideals of per-
severance, democracy, and innovation. 
I am proud to stand here today to con-
gratulate the State and people of Israel 
on the anniversary of their independ-
ence, and to pledge that we will con-
tinue to work together to achieve glob-
al security, peace, and prosperity. 

f 

HONORING THE 62ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Yom 
HaAtzmaut, the 62nd anniversary of 
the independence of the State of Israel, 
and to reaffirm the unbreakable bond 
between our two democratic nations. 

Sixty-two years ago, on May 14, 1948, 
the State of Israel declared sovereignty 
and independence as a homeland for 
the Jewish people. With little resources 
and seemingly insurmountable obsta-
cles, Israel has become a thriving and 
prosperous democracy, and has made 
worldwide contributions in technology, 
medicine, agriculture, and environ-
mental innovation. Despite this 
progress, Israel continues to face 
threats from hostile actors such as 
Iran, Hamas, and Hezbollah. 

This was strikingly clear when I led 
a congressional delegation to Israel 
this past January. Meeting after meet-

ing we heard from strong and resilient 
Israelis who have lived their lives 
under the constant showering of rock-
ets and continued suicide bombing at-
tacks. Put simply, we would not allow 
our government to stand idly by as 
hundreds of rockets and mortars came 
crashing down on the heads of our citi-
zens, and we cannot expect Israel to sit 
idly by either. I believe the Govern-
ment of Israel has not only a right, but 
also an obligation to protect its citi-
zens. And I firmly stand by this right 
and obligation. 

Israel’s commitment to democracy, 
freedom of religion, and human rights 
is a testament to the world view it 
shares with the United States. We face 
the same threats in an unstable region. 
But above all, we share a deep commit-
ment to stand by each other and face 
the challenges ahead. 

One of those challenges that we faced 
together was the devastating earth-
quake in Haiti. I commend the efforts 
and generosity of the Israeli people 
who worked on the ground in Haiti, the 
State of Israel, the Israel Defense 
Forces, and the Israeli people for their 
outstanding contributions to earth-
quake relief in Haiti. 

In a world of great uncertainty, 
Israel has been a key partner, ally, and 
friend of the United States, and I look 
forward to our continued work to-
gether based on these shared values. 

Before I close, I would like to take a 
moment to recognize the Jewish com-
munity of South Florida, where I call 
my home. These inspiring men and 
women continue to work tirelessly 
with me so that we can be sure the 
Jewish State of Israel is secure and 
prosperous. And it is with them in 
mind that I say these next three words 
with gratitude, passion, and resolve: 
Am Yisrael Chai! The Nation of Israel 
lives! 

f 

HONORING THE 62ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the 62nd anniversary of 
the founding of the Jewish State of 
Israel. Israel has weathered decades of 
war and terrorism, but it remains a 
thriving democracy and America’s 
closest friend and ally in the Middle 
East. 

As a very young child, I remember 
the immense pride and joy my family 
felt when the Jewish state became a re-
ality. I had the privilege of traveling 
once again to Israel earlier this month. 
And again I was struck by the resil-
ience, the courage, and innovation of 
the Israeli people, as well as their pride 
in the beautifully lush country they 
had built in the desert. 

I thought about my childhood again 
and the number of times that I had 
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