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On this Israeli Independence Day, I 

acknowledge the brave men and women 
and their families who have sacrificed 
so much for the Jewish homeland, and 
I look forward to the day when Israel 
can celebrate independence in peace 
and security. 

f 

HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT 
ROBERT COLLINS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with a heavy heart and a humble 
spirit that I come today to this Peo-
ple’s House, to this floor of the Peo-
ple’s House to honor an American hero. 

Mr. Speaker, First Lieutenant Rob-
ert Collins answered his Nation’s call 
to duty after graduating from West 
Point Military Academy in 2008. And 
earlier this month he made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on behalf of his fellow 
countrymen. Lieutenant Collins was 
deployed to Iraq only last fall, and was 
based with his unit in the northern 
part of the country. 

Lieutenant Collins recently wrote 
that he was working to improve secu-
rity conditions and the quality of life 
for the Iraqi people. In this year’s na-
tional elections in Iraq, his platoon 
helped provide security for a free and 
fair election process, and I know that 
he took great pride in that. 

He was a man willing and ready to 
serve his country. As a dedicated sol-
dier, he wanted to help spread far and 
wide the same freedom we love and 
cherish here in the United States. 
Lieutenant Collins’ willingness to help 
others came as no surprise to anyone 
who knew him. A native of Tyrone, 
Georgia, and a graduate of Sandy 
Creek High School, he was well re-
spected among his peers. In fact, one 
former classmate wrote that Collins 
‘‘was compassionate and at the same 
time had a great sense of humor that 
could not be matched. Robert would al-
ways be there for people when they 
needed help.’’ 

His parents, Deacon and Sharon, are 
both retired lieutenant colonels. They 
proudly served our Nation, and they 
proudly supported their son’s decision 
to serve our country. While we honor 
Lieutenant Collins, we should also 
think of Deacon and Sharon. Lieuten-
ant Collins was also blessed to have Ni-
cole, his fiancee, and childhood sweet-
heart. 

Last week Lieutenant Collins came 
home to Georgia for the last time, and 
his community came out to honor him. 
From local veterans to ordinary citi-
zens, the procession route was lined 
with people waving American flags and 
paying their great respect to this hero. 
One gentleman summed it up best 
when he said, ‘‘I am a patriot. Anyone 
who gives up their life for my freedom, 
well, this is the least I can do.’’ 

Today I stand here to honor First 
Lieutenant Robert Collins because it 
was the least I could do. He stood for 
me and all Americans by serving and 
sacrificing to our Nation, and he is an 
American hero. I want to thank him 
from me and my family and the genera-
tions to come. And I also want to 
thank his loving parents for the sac-
rifice that they have given to this 
great Nation. 

f 

ISRAEL’S 62ND INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. CHU) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CHU. Sixty-two years ago on 
Monday, the State of Israel was born, 
and on that day many did not believe 
Israel could withstand the impending 
struggle and remain a beacon of hope 
and democracy for the world. Despite 
decades of terror and threats to its ex-
istence, the nation still stands today, 
proud and defiant to those who would 
wish her harm. 

Sixty-two years ago, just minutes 
after David Ben-Gurion announced the 
establishment of a home for the Jewish 
people, the United States was the first 
Nation to recognize its independence. 
Our unwavering support for the secu-
rity and prosperity of Israel continues 
to this day because of the core ideals 
our two countries share, ideals of per-
severance, democracy, and innovation. 
I am proud to stand here today to con-
gratulate the State and people of Israel 
on the anniversary of their independ-
ence, and to pledge that we will con-
tinue to work together to achieve glob-
al security, peace, and prosperity. 

f 

HONORING THE 62ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Yom 
HaAtzmaut, the 62nd anniversary of 
the independence of the State of Israel, 
and to reaffirm the unbreakable bond 
between our two democratic nations. 

Sixty-two years ago, on May 14, 1948, 
the State of Israel declared sovereignty 
and independence as a homeland for 
the Jewish people. With little resources 
and seemingly insurmountable obsta-
cles, Israel has become a thriving and 
prosperous democracy, and has made 
worldwide contributions in technology, 
medicine, agriculture, and environ-
mental innovation. Despite this 
progress, Israel continues to face 
threats from hostile actors such as 
Iran, Hamas, and Hezbollah. 

This was strikingly clear when I led 
a congressional delegation to Israel 
this past January. Meeting after meet-

ing we heard from strong and resilient 
Israelis who have lived their lives 
under the constant showering of rock-
ets and continued suicide bombing at-
tacks. Put simply, we would not allow 
our government to stand idly by as 
hundreds of rockets and mortars came 
crashing down on the heads of our citi-
zens, and we cannot expect Israel to sit 
idly by either. I believe the Govern-
ment of Israel has not only a right, but 
also an obligation to protect its citi-
zens. And I firmly stand by this right 
and obligation. 

Israel’s commitment to democracy, 
freedom of religion, and human rights 
is a testament to the world view it 
shares with the United States. We face 
the same threats in an unstable region. 
But above all, we share a deep commit-
ment to stand by each other and face 
the challenges ahead. 

One of those challenges that we faced 
together was the devastating earth-
quake in Haiti. I commend the efforts 
and generosity of the Israeli people 
who worked on the ground in Haiti, the 
State of Israel, the Israel Defense 
Forces, and the Israeli people for their 
outstanding contributions to earth-
quake relief in Haiti. 

In a world of great uncertainty, 
Israel has been a key partner, ally, and 
friend of the United States, and I look 
forward to our continued work to-
gether based on these shared values. 

Before I close, I would like to take a 
moment to recognize the Jewish com-
munity of South Florida, where I call 
my home. These inspiring men and 
women continue to work tirelessly 
with me so that we can be sure the 
Jewish State of Israel is secure and 
prosperous. And it is with them in 
mind that I say these next three words 
with gratitude, passion, and resolve: 
Am Yisrael Chai! The Nation of Israel 
lives! 

f 

HONORING THE 62ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the 62nd anniversary of 
the founding of the Jewish State of 
Israel. Israel has weathered decades of 
war and terrorism, but it remains a 
thriving democracy and America’s 
closest friend and ally in the Middle 
East. 

As a very young child, I remember 
the immense pride and joy my family 
felt when the Jewish state became a re-
ality. I had the privilege of traveling 
once again to Israel earlier this month. 
And again I was struck by the resil-
ience, the courage, and innovation of 
the Israeli people, as well as their pride 
in the beautifully lush country they 
had built in the desert. 

I thought about my childhood again 
and the number of times that I had 
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