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In 1968, John accepted an engineering po-

sition with J.F. Davidson in Riverside. He 
worked his way to the top, becoming a partner 
with Davidson, and ultimately opening his own 
company in 1997, Canty Engineering Group. 
John eventually sold this company after years 
of success in order to travel with his wife, Jan. 

Though he was known for having a sharp 
mind and many professional talents, John will 
be remembered most for his generosity and 
integrity. He was an active member of the Cal-
vary Presbyterian Church and the Kiwanis 
Club of Uptown Riverside, which awarded him 
the Legion of Honor plaque in 2008 to recog-
nize his more than 40 years of service. 

On behalf of all those who knew him, it is 
my honor to offer these remarks as a tribute 
to the life and legacy of my friend John Canty. 
His life and presence will be sorely missed 
and I extend my condolences to his dear fam-
ily and friends. 
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HONORING JUDGE JOHN DE GROOT 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Judge 
John De Groot upon being awarded with the 
‘‘Lifetime Achievement Award’’ by the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Post 9896. Judge De 
Groot was honored on Saturday, January 30, 
2010 in Chowchilla, California. 

Judge John De Groot was born and raised 
in Monterey, California. He graduated from 
Monterey High School in 1965 and enlisted in 
the United States Naval Reserve. He grad-
uated from Navy boot camp at the San Diego 
Recruit Training Center. Judge De Groot was 
designated a Military Occupational Specialty 
as a Personnelman. While in the Reserve, he 
attended Monterey Peninsula College, earning 
an Associate in Arts degree in 1967 and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from San Francisco 
State in 1969. 

Upon graduating from San Francisco State, 
Judge De Groot was called to active duty and 
assigned to the Naval Air Station in Adak, 
Alaska. The Navy had taken over the former 
World War II Army Airfield at Adak and was 
using the facility as a deployment base for P– 
3 Orion maritime patrol aircraft. The mission of 
NAS Adak and its aircraft was the conduct of 
antisubmarine warfare operations against sub-
marines and surveillance of naval vessels of 
the Soviet Union. After serving twelve months 
in Adak, his next duty station was aboard the 
USS Hancock, positioned in the waters off of 
Vietnam. 

The USS Hancock was the first carrier in 
the fleet with steam catapults capable of 
launching high performance jets. The carrier 
was deployed in 1965 to join the Seventh 
Fleet as hostilities increased in Vietnam. While 
aboard the USS Hancock, Judge De Groot 
worked in the administrative center of the car-
rier; he prepared official documents for trans-
mission to higher echelons, kept records, 
interviewed and counseled sailors, and main-
tained official officer and enlisted records. One 
of his most important abilities was his skill with 

working and dealing with a wide range of per-
sonalities of men involved in combat and the 
ongoing operations of an aircraft carrier in a 
war zone. 

In 1971, Judge De Groot was released from 
active duty. For his service he was awarded 
the National Defense Service Medal, the Viet-
nam Service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign 
Medal with device and the Naval Reserve 
Meritorious Service Medal. 

In May 1974, Judge De Groot graduated 
from Hastings College of Law in San Fran-
cisco with a Juris Doctor degree. Later that 
year, he was admitted to the California Bar 
and to the U.S. District Court, Northern District 
of California. He was employed as a police of-
ficer in San Mateo, California from 1975 until 
1977 when he left the Bay Area to accept a 
position as Deputy District Attorney in Madera 
County. In July 1982, he became Judge, Jus-
tice Court, of the Chowchilla Judicial District. 
Eight years later, Judge De Groot was elected 
to Judge of the Superior Court, Madera Coun-
ty and served in that position until his retire-
ment in December, 2008. 

Judge De Groot is a Life Member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9896 and is 
currently serving as the Treasurer of the 
Chowchilla District Historical Society. He and 
his wife, Jeannie, live in Madera. They have 
three children and nine grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Judge John De Groot upon 
being named as a ‘‘Distinguished Life Mem-
ber’’ by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 
9896. I invite my colleagues to join me in 
wishing Judge De Groot many years of contin-
ued success. 
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AUSTIN MOHNHAUPT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Austin 
Mohnhaupt who has received the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. Austin Mohnhaupt is a 10th grader at 
Arvada West High School and received this 
award because his determination and hard 
work have allowed him to overcome adversi-
ties. 

The dedication demonstrated by Austin 
Mohnhaupt is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Austin Mohnhaupt for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt he will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all his 
future accomplishments. 

FBI USING DIGITAL BILLBOARDS 
AS CRIME-FIGHTING TOOL 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, before 
coming to the Congress, I served seven and 
one-half years as a Criminal Court Judge in 
Knoxville, TN. During this time I tried numer-
ous felony cases, therefore, I have taken a 
special interest in law enforcement activities. 

Some people make the claim that ‘‘there 
aren’t any new ideas,’’ but rather recycled, re- 
packaged old ideas. 

I would like to call your attention to the fact 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation, FBI, 
has taken an old idea and made it better. 

In the 1950s and 1960s when most us were 
growing up, the FBI would put up little photo-
graphs inside the Post Office of its ‘‘Most 
Wanted’’ list. The idea was that someone buy-
ing stamps or mailing a package would recog-
nize a wanted fugitive, and contact the au-
thorities. 

Nowadays, the FBI is using donated high- 
tech billboards to publicize fugitives and to ask 
for help from the public. The results have 
been dramatic, especially in my State of Ten-
nessee. 

In 2009, a fellow was robbing banks in Ten-
nessee and other states. He was so brazen 
that he did not bother to wear a mask or to 
conceal his weapon. For four months, the au-
thorities worked to identify this serial robber. 

However, within 24 hours of the suspect’s 
image appearing on digital billboards in mul-
tiple States, law enforcement got plenty of 
tips, identified the fugitive, and later appre-
hended him in Missouri. 

The FBI special agent in charge in Knoxville 
said this case highlights the importance of co-
operation between law enforcement and citi-
zens on behalf of public safety. 

Encouraged by the success of catching a 
serial bank robber suspect last year, the FBI 
is using digital billboards again to identify the 
‘‘Granddad Bandit,’’ suspected in 18 bank rob-
beries in Tennessee and other States. 

On February 17, the FBI announced that 
digital billboards helped capture an FBI fugi-
tive in northern New Jersey. 

Besides the FBI, other law enforcement 
agencies are also using this tactic. The U.S. 
Marshal based in the Northern District of Ohio 
said he was impressed with the speed, the 
reach, and the effectiveness of digital bill-
boards. A sex offender who escaped from a 
halfway house in Mansfield, OH, was arrested 
within 24 hours after his picture was posted on 
digital billboards in multiple States. 

I applaud these federal law enforcement 
agencies for innovative use of technology to 
empower the public to help protect our safety. 
I’ll always remember those thumbnail pictures 
of the ‘‘most wanted’’ at the Post Office. But 
now I’ll also be looking for fugitives’ photos on 
14- by 48-foot digital billboards. 
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BETSABE MITCHELL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Betsabe 
Mitchell who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Betsabe Mitchell is a 12th grader at Jefferson 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Betsabe 
Mitchell is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Betsabe Mitchell for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all her 
future accomplishments. 
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BRANDON APPLEHANS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Brandon 
Applehans who has received the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. Brandon Applehans is a 10th grader at 
Standley Lake High School and received this 
award because his determination and hard 
work have allowed him to overcome adversi-
ties. 

The dedication demonstrated by Brandon 
Applehans is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be obtained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Brandon Applehans for winning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt he will exhibit 
the same dedication and character in all his 
future accomplishments. 
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HONORING CHRISTIAN BROTHERS 
ACADEMY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Christian Brothers Academy of 
Lincroft, New Jersey which is celebrating 50 
years of service and Catholic education in the 
Lasallian tradition. 

Founded September 14, 1959, Christian 
Brothers Academy began with a freshman 

class of 150 boys and a faculty of six Christian 
Brothers, led by Brother Bernard McKenna 
serving as principal. Today, the academy re-
mains an all-boys private high school with a 
rigorous college preparatory curriculum, with 
offerings in honors and advanced placement 
studies. The Academy has achieved numer-
ous honors in education and extracurricular 
activities, making them one of the premier in-
stitutes of Catholic education in the area. 

The Academy has grown in size, now serv-
ing over 900 students, 77 teachers, 54 execu-
tive and support staff, as well as over 9,000 
committed alumni. It occupies a one hundred 
and fifty acre campus in Lincroft, NJ and is ac-
credited by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Schools. 

The Christian Brothers Academy is com-
prised of a community of scholars, volunteers 
and employees dedicated to developing a 
thriving educational environment, focusing on 
the holistic development of their students. The 
Academy is active in community service and 
outreach, stressing fraternity and camaraderie 
amongst all students, as well as the develop-
ment of a community-centered work ethic and 
the ideals of Christian charity. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely hope my col-
leagues will join me in honoring the Christian 
Brothers Academy and their 50 years of serv-
ice to New Jersey students and the commu-
nity at large. 
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CONGRATULATING SUSAN PATTE 
FOR HER SELECTION AS 
‘‘WOMAN OF THE YEAR’’ BY THE 
LACKAWANNA COUNTY FEDERA-
TION OF DEMOCRATIC WOMEN 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute 
to Susan Patte of Scranton, Pennsylvania, on 
the occasion of her selection to be honored as 
‘‘Woman of the Year’’ for 2010 by the Lacka-
wanna County Federation of Democratic 
Women. 

Mrs. Patte is a daughter of the late Aldone 
and Bernie Melesky. 

She graduated from West Scranton High 
School in the class of 1963. 

She went on to marry Anthony J. Patte and 
the couple has four children: Deborah Ann 
Riccardo, Susan A. Kahlau, Lisa Tulaney and 
Tony B. Patte. 

Mr. and Mrs. Patte also have five grand-
children: Michael Riccardo, Tanner Kahlau, 
Alex Tulaney, Jack Tulaney and Annie Kahlau. 

Mrs. Patte is employed as a bookkeeper 
and accountant in the Lackawanna County 
Treasurer’s Office. 

She served eight years on the Scranton 
School Board which included two years as 
President of the Board and one year as Vice 
President of the Board. 

During her tenure on the school board, Me-
morial Stadium was refurbished and West 
Scranton High School was renovated. She 
participated in labor contract negotiations as 

part of her responsibilities. She also oversaw 
implementation of the federal No Child Left 
Behind Program and also helped develop the 
SAVES program that provides continued edu-
cation for children who are expelled. She was 
also chair of the Special Education Committee 
during implementation of the federal IDEA pro-
gram. 

She is a past President of the Lackawanna 
County Federation of Democratic Women, 
having served in that office during 2007 and 
2008. 

Currently, she is serving as Fourth Vice 
President of the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Democratic Women. 

She is an active community volunteer for or-
ganizations that include the Scranton Tomor-
row Winter in the City Project and also the 
American Cancer Society’s Ball of Hope Com-
mittee. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Susan Patte on this auspicious oc-
casion. 

Throughout her many years of outstanding 
service to her community, she has been an in-
spirational force in demonstrating to those who 
will follow her the importance of contributing to 
the betterment of her neighbors through polit-
ical action and charitable volunteerism. 

Clearly, Mrs. Patte has contributed to the 
improvement of the quality of life throughout 
the region and, for that, she has earned the 
respect and admiration of a grateful commu-
nity in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 
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BURUK KIDANE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Buruk Kidane 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Buruk 
Kidane is a 12th grader at Arvada School and 
received this award because his determination 
and hard work have allowed him to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Buruk 
Kidane is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be obtained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Buruk Kidane for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all his future 
accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING CHARLES KEY 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Charles 
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